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Woerner Welcomes Increased Pressure on Serbia 


LD3003082893 Berlin DDP in German 0556 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


{Text} Cologne (DDP}—NATO General-Secretary Man- 
fred Woerner has welcomed the increased pressure on 
Serbia to sign the UN peace plan. He hopes that the 
Western European Union will decide to intensify the 
embargo on the Danube and expects that the United 
Nations, in line with their announcement, will further 
tighten sanctions if the Serbs do not sign, Woerner said 
on Deutschlandfunk radio today. 


Woerner stressed that NATO 1s aiso ready to implement 
the plan after 1t s signed. He expects NATO to receive 
support from the states of central and eastern Europe in 
this. A fundamental willingness to do this ts there. 


With regard to the situation in Russia, Woerner said he 
personally believes that the army there will not itself 
carry out a coup. However, if a coup happens on a 
political level, then participation by parts of the army 
could not be ruled out. 


Commenting on the United States’ ideas of reducing its 
troop numbers in Europe to 100,000 soldiers, the NATO 
general-secretary said that this number is sufficient. A 
presence of this kind makes military sense and makes it 
clear that the Americans are maintaining their commit- 
ment in Europe and that this 1s not merely symbolic. 


Owen: Bosnia Talks May Soon Return To Geneva 


1.D2903212993 Belerade TANJUG in English 
2049 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Pool item] 


[Text] Geneva, March 29 (TANJUG)}—Co-chairman of the 
International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia Lord 
Owen said on Monday [29 March] the peace talks on 
Bosnia-Herzegovina might soon move back to Geneva. 


The talks between Bosnia’s three warring sides in New 
York were preceded by a number of negotiation rounds 
in Geneva. 


Owen, who suddenly arrived in Geneva, said the 
Bosnian Serbs tested the international community's 
readiness to carry out its threats if they definitively reject 
the peace package for Bosnia-Herzegovina. 


In New York last week, Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic again rejected to sign a map, dividing Bosnia 
into ten provinces, which he said was drawn to the 
detriment of his people. 


The Vance-Owen map gives the Serbs, the second largest 
people in Bosnia (32 percent), only one-fifth of the 
republic’s resources and 43 percent of its land (although 
they own 62 percent of the land) and leaves nearly 50 
percent of Serbs in non-Serb provinces. 
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Owen reiterated that he and Vance called for the 
Strengthening of the peace agreement by new sanctions 
against the F.R. Yugoslavia, by the enforcement of a 
no-fly zone over Bosnia or by the deployment of inter- 
national observers on the borders of Yugoslavia, Mon- 
tenegro, Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina. 


Owen said the sanctions would be lifted once they served 
their purpose and Yugoslavia began to cooperate with 
the international community. 


The war in Bosnia-Herzegovina will stop when the 
embargo makes Yugoslavia unable to militarily help the 
Serbs there, he added. 


So far, no proofs have been offered by those who accuse 
Yugoslavia of supplying Bosnian Serbs with arms. The 
Army of the former Yugoslavia withdrew from Bosnian 
last May, while Croatia’s armed forces—45,000 troops at 
present—have been engaged in the war in Bosnia. How- 
ever, this has obviously not prompted the international 
community to impose sanctions on Croatia 


Owen had told a news conference in New York that 
Karadzic’s refusal to abandon the Serbian Republic in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina was unacceptable. 


However, he expressed hope that the Bosnian Serbs 
would sign the map and the so-called transitional 
arrangements. 


Owen described as unwise Izetbegovic’s statement that 
he would withdraw his signature if the Serbs did not 
accept the peace plan within ten days. Owen recalled that 
the Bosnian Moslem leader had signed the document 
without any conditions. 


Lord Owen declined to comment proposals to exempt the 
Bosnian Moslems from a U.N. arms embargo against 
Bosnia-Herzegovina if the Serb rejected the peace agree- 
ment. However, he said, the measure of selectively lifting 
the embargo would harm the talks and could result in 
enormous quantities of arms being sent te the Serbs from 
Russia. 


Owen said it was encouraging that a ceasefire agreement, 
signed by all three sides, was respected for the second day. 


Austria’s Busek Has ‘Secret Meeting’ With 
Woerner 

AU 2603130093 Vienna KURIER in German 25 Mar 93 
pl 


[Unattributed report: “Secret Mecting Between Busck 
and NATO Secretary General Woerner™] 


[Text] Vice Chancellor Erhard Busek starts an official 
visit to Brussels today. A meeting with Van den Broek, 
EC Commissioner for external relations, Research Com- 
missioner Ruperti, and Commissioner Deus Pinheir. 
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who is responsible for EC information, will—according 
to official indications—be on the agenda of his “one- 
day” visit. 


As KURIER has learned, Busek flew to Brussels on a 
private aircraft on Wednesday [24 March]. “As a private 
person and not as vice chancellor,” he had a meeting 
with NATO Secretary General Manfred Woerner. 
Busek’s office confirmed that this meeting (“a private 
meeting during which earlier contacts were renewed"’) 
had been arranged. It declined to provide more details. 
The reason for the secrecy might be the publicity that 
Defense Minister Fasslabend’s unintentionally caused 
during his most recent visit to Brussels when he was seen 
slipping into Woerner’s house. After his “exposure,” he 
faced countless questions regarding possible Austrian 
plans to join NATO. 


FRG’s Ruehe: NATO Should Open Up to New 
Members 


LD2603 161793 Berlin DDP in German 1444 GMT 
26 Mar 93 


[Text] . ondon (ODP)—German Defense Minister 
Volker Ruehe (Christian Democratic Union) says that 
NATO has to open itself up for military cooperation 
with states of the former Warsaw Pact. At an event in 
London, Ruehe said that Kussia will always be an 
important partner in security issues which have the 
potential to affect European stability. He can also 
envisage “joint military operations” between Poland 
and Germany as soon as the constitutional question in 
Germany has been clarified. 


Ruehe also spoke in favor of admitting new member 
states into NATO. He said NATO should not be a 
“closed society”. He can see “no valid reasons” why 
future members of European union should be prevented 
from joining NATO. He also asked himself whether a 
prospective member of European union should neces- 
sarily have to join NATO first. 


Ruehe further called for new ideas on jointly tackling 
crises both within and outside Europe. The alliance will 
have to further enhance its capabilities within the frame- 
work of the United Nations and CSCE as its contribu- 
tion to crisis prevention. The alliance has to be capable 
of overcoming crises which vary considerably in terms of 
location, time, and degree. This has to include military 
cooperation with partners who are not alliance members. 


Ruehe clarified that as far as international military deploy- 
ments in foreign countries are concerned the German Gov- 
ernment wants German soldiers to participate to a greater 
extent than has been possible up to now. Germany will 
fulfill its international obligations “in every respect”. This 
applies to deployments within the framework of the United 
Nations, NATO, and in the framework of a joint European 
security and defense policy. 


However, Ruehe also made it clear that at present there 
is nO parliamentary two-thirds majority to amend the 
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Basic Law for military deployment by German soldiers 
outside the NATO area. However, he is stiii doing 
everything in his power to try to find agreement. An 
internationally passive role would be inconsistent with 
Germany's interests. 


Visegrad Group Defense Ministers Support 
Russian Reforms 


AU2903111193 Paris AFP in English 1008 GMT 
29 Mar 93 


[Text] Brussels, March 29 (AFP)}—The success of Rus- 
sia’s reform movement is important for the security of all 
of Europe, the defense ministers of four former Soviet 
bloc countries said here Monday [29 March]. 


The ministers of Hungary, Foland, the Czech Republic 
and Slovakia—the so-called Visegrad group—met before 
talks between NATO defense chiefs and their counter- 
parts from eastern and central Europe. 


The power struggle between pro-Western President Boris 
Yelstin and hardliners in parliament was a key agenda 
item in the discussions sponsored by the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization. 


The Visegrad ministers meeting earlier “expressed their 
hope for the success of developments in the Russian Feder- 
ation that should enhance the political and reform process. 


“This would have a positive impact on European secu- 
rity,” they said in a statement. 


The group also expressed concern over the | |-month-old 
civil war in Bosnia-Herzegovina and “dangers t!at could 
result from unrestrained nationalistic, ethnic and reli- 
gious conflicts.” 


European peacekeeping and particularly the situation in 
Bosnia, where NATO is preparing to send a force of up 
to 60,000 troops if requested by the United Nations, 
were two main topics of the talks involving some 35 
countries here. 


The Visegrad ministers “took note of the progress made 
in the building of a new security system in Europe and 
expressed their readiness to contribute to its improve- 
ment,” the statement said. 


Attending the sessions here were defense ministers 
Antonin Baudys of the Czech R-public, Lajos Fuer of 
Hungary, Janusz Onyszkiewicz of Poland and Imrich 
Andrejcak of Slovakia. 
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Reportage on Brussels NACC wWefense Ministers 
Meeting 


Ministers Discuss Joint Peacekeeping Missions 


AU2993 123493 Paris AFP in English 1151 GMT 
29 Mar 93 


[Text] Brussels, March 29 (AFP}—NATO de‘ense min- 
isters and their former Cold War enemies pledged 
Monday [29 March] to boost their preparations for joint 
peacekeeping missions to contain regional conflicts in a 
troubled Europe. A statement by the defence chiefs of 33 
countnes meeting here also urged Serbs to sign a UN-EC 
peace plan for Bosnia-Herzegovina but made no men- 
tion of an eventual peace force there. 


Peacekeeping and the conflict in the former Yugoslay 
republic dominated a day of talks between ministers of 
all NATO members except France and their counter- 
parts from Central and Eastern Europe. NATO officials 
said the agenda included discussions of such long-range 
issues in joint peacekeeping as harmonisation of military 
doctrines and procedures, training and eventually 
COMMON exercises. 


“The ability to act im a cooperative framework is of 
increa. ‘ng importance.” said the statement, summing up the 
second defense ministers’ meeting held since NATO 
launched a dialogue with the ex-Soviet bloc in late 1991. 
“As defense ministers we shall ensure that a high priority 
will be given to this work and that appropriate resources and 
expertise for such practical cooperation will be made avail- 
able.” 


The ministers said they were “deeply disturbed” by the 
carnage in Bosnia which “remains a serious threat to 
security and stability” in Europe. They reiterated their 
support for UN efforts to end the conflict, urging the 
Bosnian Serb leadership to sign the peace plan accepted 
by Mosiems and Croats and avoid a spillover of the 
fighting to other parts of the Balkans. 


Italian Defense Minister Salvo Ando announced that the 
Western European Union defense group of 10 European 
Community countnes would meet Monday to discuss 
tightening sanctions against the Serbs. The meeting, 
which will discuss beefing up enforcement on the 
Danube River of a UN embargo slapped on the Serbs, 
was likely to take place outside the previously scheduled 
meeting of EC foreign ministers in Luxembourg. 


The statement here inciuded no reference to the political 
crisis in Russia, which officials said was another main 
topic on the agenda. But the defence ministers of Hun- 
gary, Poland, the Czech and Slovak republics met sepa- 
rately earlier and said the success of the Russian reform 
movement was important for European security overall. 


Meeting here were ministers from 15 NATO members 
and 18 of the 22 Eastern and Central European states. 
including former Soviet republics, which are part of 
NATO's North Atlantic Cooperation Council. France 
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does not take part in defence ministers’ meetings since it 
has not been a part of NATO's integrated military 
command since 1966. 


Bulgaria's Aleksandrov Attends 


AU 3003063393 Sofia BTA in English 1822 GMT 
29 Mar 93 


[Paul Montgomery “exclusive” report] 


[Text] Brussels, March 29 (BTA}—Bulgaria was among 
the nations to celebrate here today the first anniversary 
of the now cooperative relationship between NATO and 
the former Warsaw Pact. Defense Munister Valentin 
Aleksandrov was among the defence ministers of 37 
countries which participated in the day-long meeting. 


The cooperation between NATO and the courtries of 
Eastern 21d Centrai Europe seemed as strong as ever 
during the mevting. although new problems cropped up 
for discussion. The most controversial was the statement 
by General Pavel S. Graches. the Russian minister of 
defense, that his country would have to postpone with- 
drawal of Russian troops from the Baltic repub!ics 
because of difficulties finding housing for them in the 
home country. Manfred Woerner, the NATO secretary 
general, said several members offered to contribute 
funds for the housing. but insisted first on a complete 
accounting of where the money would go. 


The Bulgarian delegation added to the messages of 
willingness to continue the successful beginning of coop- 
eration between the nations that were former!) enemies 
in the Cold War. Some sources said that Bu eanan 
proposals to participate in peacekeeping forces were 
discussed in bilateral meetings. 


Poland's Onyszkiewicz Comments 


LD2903201993 Warsaw PAP in Enelish 1915 GMI 
29 Mar 93 


[Text] Brussels, March 29—Monday’s [29 March] 
meeting of defence ministers of the North Atlantic 
Cooperation Council (NACC) member states. affiliating 
NATO members and the countries of Central and 
Eastern Europe and former Soviet Union. confirmed the 
will of NACC members to cooperate in international 
peace-keeping missions. Polish Defence Minister Janusz 
Onyszkiewicz stressed following the conclusion of the 
official part of the meeting. 


The main topic of discussions concerned military coop- 
eration, including military aspects of eventual joint 
peace-keeping missions 


Onyszkiewicz emphasized that many ministers were unan- 
imous that “no country should usurp the right to carry out 
peace-keeping missions single-handed and at its own initia- 
tive. For this a U.N. or CSCE mandate 1s needed.” 
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Referring to an announcement by Russian Defence Minister 
Pavel Grachev that Russia intends to halt the withdrawal of 
its troops from Baltic states, Onyszkiewicz recalled Poland's 
declaration to provide assistance in the construction of 
houses for the pulled-out Russian soldiers. 


In his address to the meeting Onyszkiewicz pointed to 
the need of creating an appropriate system of financing 
peace-keeping missions and establishing criteria for 
forming peace-keeping units, as Poland would like to 
take them into account while reforming its armed forces. 


Asked about statements by other ministers, Onysvk- 
lewicz pointed to the address by U.S. Deputy Secretary 
of Defence William Perry who said that the United 
States also believed that NATO should broaden its 
membership in the future. 


In its final statement the meeting backed the U.N. peace 
plan for Bosnia, voiced anxiety over North Korea's 
decision to withdraw from the agreement on nonprolif- 
eration of nuclear weapons and expressed hope for 
success in negotiations on the control of nuclear weapons 
of the former Soviet Union. 


Czech Minister Meets NATO Chiefs 


LD2603195893 Prague CTK in English 1936 GMT 
26 Mar 93 


[Text] Brussels March 26 (CTK correspondent}—Czech 
Defence Minister Antonin Baudys met with top NATO 
officials here today to discuss bilateral relations between the 
Czech Republic and the Western military alliance as well as 
the situation in Russia and the former Yugoslavia. 


Baudys said it was Prague's aim to eventually join NATO. 
NATO Secretary General Manfred Woerner said the alli- 
ance was not considering broadening its membership at 
present, but said that when it did, the Czech Republic would 
be among its first new members, thanks to its political 
stability and favourable economic outlook. 


Woerner stressed, however, that NATO stood by its 
security commitments towards European non-NATO 
states which had accepted democracy and were headed 
for economic prosperity. 


Regarding the Visegrad association, which groups the 
Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary and Poland, Baudys 
said Prague was not seeking to create any new blocs and 
preferred the association to remain loosely defined. 


The Czech defence minister offered to provide NATO 
with backup assistance in Bosnia-Herzegovina, though 
the Czech Republic would not send its troops into 
combat there, he said. If the UN decides that the 
situation in the former Yugoslavia needs to be resolved 
with the Army’s participation, the Czech Republic is 
ready to help...though not with military units, the ASSO- 
CIATED PRESS news agency quoted Baudys as saying. 
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Turkey's Ayaz Meets U.S. Deputy Defense 
Secretary 

742903101193 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
0920 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Text] Brussels, March 29 (AA)—Defense Minister 
Nevzat Ayaz, who 1s in Brussels to attend a meeting of 
the North Atlantic Cooperation Council (NACC), on 
Sunday [28 March] met U.S. Deputy Defense Secretary 
Wiliam Perry. 


Speaking to reporters after the meeting, Ayaz said he and 
Perry discussed bilateral security cooperation and secu- 
rity in the Balkans and Caucasus. 


Ayaz said he told Perry that continuing humanitarian aid 
missions by the United States to besieged Bosnia- 
Herzegovina were useful but not enough and that Turkey 
could play an important role in a more serious intervention. 


He said that the problem of the disputed Azeri enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh should be solved through bilateral 
talks between Armenia and Azerbayan. 


He added that western countries which are providing 
humanitarian aid to Armenia should do the same for 
Azerbaijan. 


After the NACC meeting on Monday. Ayaz will meet 
with Polish National Defense Minister Janusz Onyszk- 
iewicz and Albanian Defense Minister Safet Zhulali. 


He will return to Turkey on Tuesday [30 March). 


Criticizes U.S. For Turning Donations Into Loans 


TA2903 180493 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Report by Ahmet Sever from Brussels] 


[Excerpts] The Bosnia-Herzegovina crisis was a major 
item today at the defense ministers meeting of the North 
Atlantic Cooperation Council—an organization com- 
posed of NATO and the former Eastern Bloc countries 
The meeting was attended by the defense ministers of 15 
NATO member countries, except for France. and of 17 
Eastern European or CIS countries. [passage omitted] 


Turkish National Defense Minister Nevzat Ayaz 
addressed the meeting today. He stressed that the tragic 
Situation that persists in Bosnia-Herzegovina—where 
the Serbian attacks continue uncontrolled—is a failure 
of the international community. He said: Involved here 
are the mistakes of the international community and its 
lack of political will. 


Ayaz met U.S. Deputy Secretary of Defense William 
Perry at a bilateral meeting at NATO Headquarters 
Ayaz told Perry that the airdrop operation in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina is useful but insufficient, and that cond:- 
tions call for more serious intervention 
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Ayaz also criticized the United States for turning the 
donations it had been extending to Turkey until last year 
into a low-interest loan this year. He said that the United 
States must not place Turkey and the other countries in 
the same basket. The United States must grant Turkey 
privileged status, he said. 


Meanwhile, at a news conference in Brussels, Perry 
announced that the number of U.S. troops in Europe wil! 
be reduced from 325,000 to 100,000. 


Meets With Polish, Albanian Counterparts 


143003113193 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
U8SS GMT 30 Mar 93 


{Text} Brussels, March 30 (AA}—Turkish Defense Min- 
ister Nevzat Ayaz who 1s currently in Brussels to attend 
a meeting of the North Atlantic Cooperation Council 
(NACC) met Polish and Albanian defense ministers on 
Monday [29 March]. 


Ayaz and his Polish counterpart Janusz Onyszkiewicz 
talked about a cooperation agreement in the field of 
defense 


Ayaz and Albanian Defense Minister Safet Zhulali 
talked on an existing defense agreement between Turkey 
and Albania. 


Germans, Dutch To Establish Multinational 
NATO Corps 

LD2603125093 Hamburg DPA in German 1127 GM1 
26 Mar 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—Defense Minister Volker Ruche 
(Christian Democratic Union) and his Netherlands 
counterpart, Relus ter Beek, plan to lay the foundation 
stone for a multinational NATO corps, which will be 
stationed in Muenster. This will be announced 1 a joint 
Statement during the latter's visii to Bonn next Tuesday 
[30 March]. Initially, only German and Netherlands 
soldiers will belong to this corps, the Defense Ministry 
announced today. However, it will be open to participa- 
tion by other NATO member states. 


Ruche, ter Beek on New Joint Corps 


il 3003130893 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network 
in German 1200 GMT 30 Mar 93 


{Peter Stuetzel report} 


[Text] The fact that the NATO members are continu- 
ously deepening cooperation may be an expression of 
austerity measures in the defense sector. The defense 
budgets in Germany and the Netherlands have been 
reduced, and German Defense Minister Volker Ruche 
and his Netherlands counterpart, Relus ter Beck. signed 
an agreement on forming a German-Netherlands corps 
in Bonn today 
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The German-Netherlands corps will be set up early next 
year and will be fully operational early in 1995. It will 
consist of three or four divisions on each side, which — 
contrary to the German- French Eurocorps—will not be 
nationally mixed. The command structures will, how- 
ever, be staffed by personnel from both sides, and the 
commander will alternately be a Dutchman and a 
German. Following the signing of the agreement, Federal 
Defense Minister Volker Ruche said: 


{Begin Ruche recording] What we have agreed upon now 
is a degree of cooperation showing how good our rela- 
tions are and that we cooperate in many ways. I may 
perhaps add that we discussed the matter in The Hague 
early in November, and that we reached agreement 
within a short time. In order to save resources through 
cooperation, we are also studying possibilities of coop- 
eration in the Navy. We are, for instance, discussing the 
question of whethcr we could cooperate in the area of 
submarine units, and we are discussing cooperation in 
the field of reconnaissance aircraft. | think what 1s now 
developing between Germany and the Netherlands 1s 
exemplary. [end recording] 


Ruche's Netherlands counterpart, Relus ter Beek, said 
the creation of the multinational corps demonsirated the 
excellent state of relations between the two countries. 


{Begin ter Beek recording in English with superimposed 
German translation] From a political point of view, | 
would say that the formation of an integrated German- 
Netherlands Army corps is very important, because 11 1s 
one of the instruments to avoid tendencies toward the 
renationalization of defense. | would say that in the 
resent new security policy environment, the concept of 
multinationality in the military area 1s primarily a polit- 
ical concept. [end recording} 


For the Bundeswehr, this cooperation 1s the third of its 
kind. The German-French Eurocorps was founded some 
time ago. and the formation of two German-U.S. corps 
will be begun shortly. According to the Netherlands 
defense minister, the Netherlands does not intend to join 
other multinational units 


[Begin ter Beek recording] We are not planning to 
contribute to the Franco-German Eurocorps. What 1s. 
however, possible, but would yet have to be worked oui. 
iS some sort of Cooperation between these corps in the 
area of exercises or so. [end recording} 


So far, such bi- or multinational untts in the NATO area 
have always been formed with German participation. 
This shows the endeavor to tre the united Germany as 
the largest NATO member into the Alliance to the largest 
extent possible. German policymakers have also pursued 
such a policy very actively to dispel the latent fears of our 
European neighbors. Regarding the German-US. corps, 
there 1s the added endeavor to lastingly secure the U.S. 
presence in Europe. with which Germany has fared so 
well in the past 
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Kantor’s Trade Talks With EC Officials 
Previewed 

BR2903153893 Brussels LE SOIR in French 29 Mar 93 
po 


{[Artwie by special Washington correspondent Nathalie 
Mar’iheiem: “Brussels and Washington Resume Trade 
Dislogue: Four Trade Disputes—Public Procurement, 
Steel, Agriculture, and Airbus on Agenda of U.S.- 
European Talks in Brussels on Monday and Tuesday™] 


[Excerpts] Mickey Kantor, President Clinton's foreign 
trade negotiator, will be making his first official trip this 
Monday: two days of meetings in Brussels with European 
Commission officials are scheduled. Given the lack of 
progress made in the wake of Jacques Delors’ hurried 
visit to the United States—which led to a noticeable 
relaxation of tensions—some people are putting their 
hopes on the personal relationship that Mickey Kantor 
and ruropean Commissioner Sir Leon Brittan estab- 
lished during the latter's visit to Washington. 


The high-level talks last week proved fruitless. The 
Sherpas failed to find a path which would lead out of the 
deadlocked bilatera’ disputes (1.¢., the issue of subsidies 
in the steel and aeronautics sectors, and national prefer- 
ences .n the awarding of public procurement contracts) 
and which also would ensure that the multilateral GATT 
negotiations would resume. 


The respite obtained by Jacques Delors therefore could 
be very short-lived indeed. It should be remembered that 
the sanctions aimed at barring European access to Amer- 
ican public procurement contracts were supposed to take 
effect last Monday. After meeting with the Commission 
president, Bill Clinton halted the process. In the absence 
of “constructive proposals” from the Europeans, the 
publication of sanctions should be resumed. Indeed. 
there 1s nothing to indicate that the suggested “objective 
analysis” of conditions for gaining access to each party's 
markets, as proposed by Jacques Delors, will be enough 
to calm tensions. 


There still are four conflicts dividing the two trading 
blocs, and subsidies play a major role in three of them: 
agriculture, aeronautics, and steel. The fourth one— 
public procurement contracts in the telecommunica- 
tions, energy, transport, and water sectors—is a matter 
of national preferences. They all have one thing in 
common: the inability of negotiators to agree on statis- 
tical bases and assessment methods. “Just one more 
reason to have a tete-a-tete.” say the Europeans. In 
Washington, on the other hand, it has been noted that 
the “voluntarism”™ of the foreign trade officials 1s not 
always shared by all—since the President, his economic 
advisers, and some of his secretaries regularly tone down 
Mickey Kantor’s strident calls. As a result, there is some 
discord, which the optimists say can be attributed to a 
return to power after a 12-year absence, but which 
pessimists Say 1s Causing aggravated reactions among the 
U.S. trading partners. 
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Europe has made ut clear that it has reserved the nght to 
resort to “the entire range of options” in response to any 
closing off of American public procurement contracts, even 
if the economic stakes amount to only 1.5 billion Belgian 
francs [BFr]. Japan also 1s sulking unusually hard following 
remarks made by President Clinton favoring an upward 
reclassification of tax categories for certain vehicles. 


Does this mean that the United States 1s ready to rup the 
risk of a trade war’ In receiving Jacques Delors, Presi- 
dent Clinton clearly indicated the opposite. In defending 
the principles of his budget, Leon Panetta has pointed 
out continually to his compatriots that the world is 
expecting the United States to revive the global 
economy. [passage omitied] 


Airbus 1s one of the issues where the temptation to have 
a “double viewpoint” vs clear. This will be brought up in 
Brussels, but. not surprisingly. the Europeans should 
stress the importance of scheduled talks on this topic in 
Geneva in the next few days. In Washington, President 
Bush's former negotiator. Carla Hills. has said that the 
infamous “subsidies” actually are repayable loans and 
that the American acronautics industry also benefits 
from public aid. notably for research and development. 


Mr. Kantor 1s due to meet with Jacques Delors on 
Tuesday to go over the trade problems. This will be a 
general discussion with a political twist, although 
according to the Europeans it will not lead to a new 
round of negotiations. 


EC Said Ready To Retaliate on U.S. Sanctions 


AU 2903095693 Paris AFP in Enelish 0835 GM 
29 Mar 93 


[Text] Brussels, March 29 (AFP}—U 5. “rade Represen- 
tative Mickey Kantor arrived here on Monday [29 
March] to discuss a cease-fire with the European Com- 
munity in a trade dispute which some E.C. diplomats 
warn could spiral into a trade war. 


Kantor was scheduled to hold three hours of talks with 
E.C. Trade Commissioner Leon Brittan. The two men 
were then expected to announce whether Washington 
would retract a threat to block E.C. firms from bidding 
for U.S. federal utilities contracts worth at first 50 
million dollars—a ban which could snowball later. 


A senior E.C. official said: “We should be wary of the 
Americans. They seem ready to negotiate. But if they get 
nothing from us, | would not be surprised if they impose 
sanctions immediately. And we are ready to retaliate.” 


One U.S. diplomat, however, said the two sides could 
step back from the brink of a trade war because of their 
wish to maintain unity in the face of a much bigger 
danger—the political turmoil in Russia. 
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The talks, which end on Tuesday [30 March], will also 
deal with three other longstanding E.C.-U_S. trade dis- 
putes—over aircraft subsidies, U.S. anti-dumping duties 
on steel, and stalled GATT world trad: . ‘ks. 


The four issues have put the tw) economic powers on a 
collision course. E.C. officials av: alarmed ai what the; 
perceive as a growing protectionist bent in the Clinion 
administration. 


They warn that U.S. trade reprisals would give some E.C. 
countries like France the excuse they ..¢ looking for to 
rvunforce trade barriers in order to help tug their strug- 
gling economies out of recessio: | 


The public procurement dispute which will dominate ite 
meeting has been brewing since 1991. 


Washington wants the E.C. to dro; a new regulatics 
which favours European firms for E.C. contracts on 
telecommunications and utilities equipment. The com- 
miunity counter-charges that “he United States is equally 
proiectionist. 


Earlier this month Kantor broke off talks on the issue 
and said some European firms would be shut out of 
federai contracts on March 22. 


Although this measure would cost the Europeans an 
initial 50 million dollars a year in lost business, it could 
later be extended to close off U.S. utilities contracts 
worth half a billion dollars annually. 


On March 19 Kantor suspended the threat after Jacques 
Delors, president of the E.C.’s executive European Com- 
mission, met Clinton in Washington and warned him of 
the danger of a tit-for-tat escalation of trade reprisals. 


But U.S. officials said the pressure was now on the E.C. 
to make a counteroffer so as to give U.S. firms better 
access to the community's market for public tenders. 


They said Kantor would not be satisfied with an E.C. offer 
now on the table—for an independent body to arbitrate each 
side's claim that the other 1s more protectionisi when it 
comes to awarding public procurement contracts. 


E.C. officials have given no sign that they are ready to 
yield, although one official said there might be a com- 
promise by which each side would agree to widen public 
procurement access to firms from the other side. 


EC Commission Denounces French Fishermen's 
*Exactions’ 

AU 2903172993 Paris AFP in English 1700 GMT 

29 Mar 93 


[Text] Brussels, March 29 (AFP)}—The European Com- 
mission on Monday [29 March] condemned “all exac- 
tions” in the wake of incidents on Sunday [28 March] 
between French fishermen and the British Royal Navy. 
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The commission said that E.C. member states must find 
an area of understanding in resolving community fishing 


probiems. 


On Sunday. French fishermen abducted three fisheries 
inspectors from the Channel Islands who had boarded a 
Freh trawler on suspicion it was fishing illegally in 
British waters. In retaliation for the inspection, French 
fishermen occupied a Royal Navy training patrc! vessel 
in Cherbourg and burned the white navy flag. 


Meanwhile, the Danish E.C. Presidency said Monday 
that it had noi been formally advised of a French request 
for a special meeting of E.C. fisheries ministers. 


=ormer French Secretary of State for Maritime Affairs 
Charles Josselin said Friday [26 March] that France was 
asking for such a meeting because it considered new E.C. 
“yeastes to combat low prices for some fish species as 
vasull.csent. Those prices, blamed by French fishermen 
«4 cheap imports, have sparked a long series of protests 
and demonstrations by French fishermen. 


EC Statement on DPRK Withdrawal From NPT 


AU 2603133193 Bonn BULLETIN in German Nr. 24/23 
Mar 93 p 203 


{EC “Statement on Korea's Withdrawal From the Nor- 
proliferation Treaty” issued on 17 March 1993 in 


Copenhagen and Brussels] 


[Text] The EC and its member states express their great 
concern about the decision of the DPRK to withdraw 
from the Nonproliferation Treaty [NPT], of which 
notified the UN Security Council or 12 March 1993. 


The EC and its member states see the proliferation of 
nuclear weapons a3 a serious threat to worldwide secu- 
rity and stability, and are convinced that the accession of 
all states to the NPT and the fulfillment of the obliga- 
tions arising from this treaty are the best means of 
ensuring the nonproliferation of nuclear weapons. 


From a global viewpoint, the inspections of the Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency [IAEA] regarding mon:- 
toring observance of the NPT are of fundamental impor- 
tance for the treaty’s effectiveness and must, therefore. 
be as effective as possible. Recently. the NPT has made 
considerable progress regarding its universality and 
effectiveness. 


The DPRK's withdrawal from the NPT and 11 refusal to 
have its entire nuclear program inspected by the IAEA 
can, therefore, only have a negative effect on nonprolif- 
eration as a whole. 


The EC and its member states very emphatically call on 
the DPRK to reverse its decision and to fulfill all 
obligations arising from the NPT and the agreement on 
monitoring measures. Furthermore, it 1s to be noted that 
these obligations remain in effect for three months after 
an official announcement of withdrawal from the treaty. 








» INTER-EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 


Austria's Busek Discusses EC Membership in 
Brussels 


AU2603165393 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
26 Mar 93 p 2 


{Otmar Lahodinsky report: “Talks Will Take More Time™] 


[Text! Srussels—Because of the delayed ratification of 
the Maastricht treaty, the EC does not expect to conclude 
membership talks with Austria and the Nordic counjries 
before the autumn of 1994 under Germany's presidency. 
Vice Chancellor Erhard Busek learned this yesterday 
during talks with the Belg 1 Prime Ministes Jean-Luc 
Dehaene and several EC coinmissioners. 


Commissioner Hans van den Broek, who is responsible 
for external relations and who stated, when replying to 
Norway's application, that talks will be concluded “at 
the beginning of 1994 at the latest,” told Busek that a 
conclusion is not likely before the second half of 1994 
under the German presidency. “It is not the timetable 
but a good result to the negotiations that is important for 
us,” Busek stressed. Community officials cite the later 
ratirication of the Maastricht treaty—particularly in 
Great Britain—as the reason for ihe emerging delay in 
the acceptance of new members. The adaptation of the 
contents of the treaty, particularly on economic and 
monetary union, the joint foreign and security policy, 
and cooperation in domestic and legal policies, with the 
four applicants from the European Free Trade Associa- 
tion cannot take place before the Maastricht treaty enters 
into force in the community. 


Busek stressed that Commissioner van den Broek no 
longer sees neutrality as a problem. The vice chancellor 
welcomed EC aid for Russia, “which is finally starting.” 
He also suggested taking into consideration Ukraine and 
Belarus because signs of a return of “old communist 
forces” are visible there, too. 


During a private dinner with NATO Secretary General 
Manfred Woerner, Woerner pointed out that NATO does 
not have a clear position at the moment concerning the 
acceptance of new members. For this reason, a discussion in 
Austria about NATO membership is “superfluous,” Busek 
told DIE PRESSE. The adoption of the Maastricht treaty 
would only involve closer ties with tc Western European 
Union. Woerner expressed concern about the differences 
among the NATO countries over the conflicts in the former 
Yugoslavia. NATO is prepared for the enforcement of the 
no-fly zone over Bosnia. 


Busek also met with Research Commissioner Ruperti 
with whom he discussed two new international research 
institutes that are to be established in Austria: The 
“Austron” project is to produce neutrons for basic 
research and will cost 3 billion schillings. Austria plans 
to provide one-third of the funds. For the research center 
for cultural sciences partners are still needed 
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Klestil Holds EC Talks in Copenhagen 


AU 2603 140893 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
26 Mar 93 p 2 


{Hannes Gamillscheg report: “Denmark Urges Austrian 
EC Membership; President Klestil Visits Copenhagen” } 


[Text] Copenhagen—Yesterday’s [25 March] working 
visit by President Thomas Klestil to Denmark. which 
currently holds the EC presidency, was dominated by 
Ausiria’s negotiations on EC membership. Danish Prime 
Minister Poul Nyrup Rasmussen and Foreign Minister 
Niels Helveg Petersen assured Klestil of their country’s 
“full support” in the membership talks. Denmark 
assesses Austria’s planned entry in a very positive was 
because it 1s aware of Austria’s possible contribution. 
President Klestil stated. 


Denmark does not consider the new members a burden 
but a source of new impetuses thal mighi trigger a new 
wave of integration, Kliesti! told DIE PRESSE 


Prime Minister Rasmussen was optimistic about the 
timetable of the talks. Considerable progress should have 
been achieved by the EC summit in June so as to make 
a successful conclusion of negotiations possible in the 
second half of the year during Belgium's presidency. 
Rasmussen told DIE PRESSE. During a tour of the E¢ 
capitals, he noted approval of this timetable every here 
The prime minister does not believe thal a “no” 1m the 
Danish referendum on the Maastricht Treaty on 18 May 
might have a segative effect on membership talks He 
considers a “no” only a hypothetical possibility, Ras- 
mussen pointed out. The Edinburgh documet.t, in which 
Denmark was granted important exemptions from the 
unification goals, testifies to the fact that big and sma!! 
countries show consideration for each other in the E¢ 
For this reason, he expects a clear “yes.” which will be of 
great significance for stability in Europe 


The topics of Kiestil’s political consultations with the 
Danish leadership also included European security. the 
conflict in the former Yugoslavia, and the sitvation in 
Russia and the successor states to the Soviet Union and 
in the Baltic states. Denmark considers Austria's good 
connections with Eastern Europe as an asset in the 
membership talks. Strengthening cconomic relations 
between the EC and Eastern Europe belongs to the most 
important projects of the Danish presidency and will be 
the topic of a foreign ministers’ mecting between the 
European Free Trade Association and the EC and the 
East European reform states in Copenhagen im Apri! 


Prior to his talks with government representatives 
Klestil paid a courtesy visit to Danish Parliamentary 
President Henning Rasmussen. He was also invited to 
lunch by Queen Margarethe 
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Bundesbank President Doubts ECU ‘Best Anchor’ 


L.D3003 103893 Berlin ADN in German 0829 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


[Embargoed until 1230 GMT 30 March] 


[Text] Budapest (ADN)}—Bundesbank President Helmut 
Schlesinger has indirectly advised Hu.igary against 
linking the forint to the European Currency Unit [ECU]. 
In a lecture to the Budapest University of Economics 
Tuesday afternoon [30 March], Schlesinger said that he 
doubts whether the ECU, which has been subject to 
greater fluctuations since the withdrawal of some curren- 
cies from the European Monetary System [EMS], “rep- 
resents the best anchor.” The ECU is not a currency but 
a basket of eleven currencies, the destinies of which are 
determined by eleven monetary policy authorities. 
Linking to a stable currency or a few stable currencies is 
also technically easier. If this were to be interpreted as an 
argument in favor of the deutschmark as an anchor 
currency, then “I would not like to disagree expressly 
with that,” the Bundesbank chief added. 


However, he added that Germany has not striven for the 
deutschmark to assume the role of an anchor currency 
within the EMS. 


Following the recent exchange rate adjustments, there is 
now a “realistic and workable exchange rate structure for 
the EMS,” Schlesinger said. The exchange rate structure 
also showed during the exchange rate turbulence of the 
last few years that it is fundamentally stable. As the 
leading politicians in the French Government which is to 
be newly formed have said, they will adhere to the policy 
of the stable franc and consistently continue the policies 
of stability. There is no reason why the former tensions 
in the EMS should repeat themselves. 


[Hungarian] State President Arpad Goncz presented 
Schlesinger with the Cross with Star of the Order of 
Merit of the Republic of Hungary this morning for his 
contributions to German-Hungarian relations. During 
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the day he also met with Prime Minister Jozsef Antall, 
National Bank President Peter Akos Bod, and Finance 
Minister Ivan Szabo. 


Central European Ministers Discuss Nuclear 
Power 

AU3003101293 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG 

in German 30 Mar 93 p 3 


[Unattributed report: “Environment Ministers Against 
Nuclear Power’’] 


[Text] Vienna—The environment ministers from Slova- 
kia, Slovenia, and Croatia, Jozef Zlocha, Miha Jczbin- 
sek, and Zdenko Karakas, as well as the Hungarian State 
Secretary Laszlone Tarjan stressed their skeptical atti- 
tude toward the use of nuclear energy in their home 
countries at a news conference in Vienna on Monday [29 
March]. Austria’s Environment Minister Rauch-Kallat 
pointed out that none of these countries is in a position 
to give up nuclear power in view of the current energy 
situation. On the occasion of the Vienna meeting of the 
Central European environment ministers, an “ecological 
Marshall plan” was presented. 


The plan that was drafted by the Austrian Environment 
Ministry and Bank Austria provides for a “three-phase” 
procedure, as Bank Austria chief Rene Alfons Haiden 
pointed out. As a first immediate step, western technol- 
ogies for saving energy and raw materials should be 
supplied to make use of the savings potential that exists 
in every country. Subsequently, environmental funds are 
to be set up at a national level that are to be fed with 
national and international means. This fund will be used 
to finance “environment-related projects and invest- 
ments,’ Haiden said. 


Regarding the Gabcikovo power plant, over which a 
controversy between Hungary and Slovakia has erupted, 
no progress has apparently been achieved. The Hun- 
garian State Secretary Tarjan only announced that her 
Slovak counterpart Zlocha has suggested a meeting of the 
environment ministers to discuss this topic. 
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Reportage on Visit of Pakistani Prime Minister 
Sharif 

BK 2803090793 Islamabad Radio Paki: ‘an Network 
in Urdu 0200 GMT 28 Mar 93 


[Text] Prime Minister Mohammad Nawaz Sharif arrived 
in London early this morning. He is accompanied by a 
delegation comprising Federal Finance Minister Sartaj 
Aziz, Minister for Narcotics Control Rana Chander 
Singh, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Mohammad 
Siddique Khan Kanjoo, members of parliament, and 
senior officials. The prime minister is scheduled to meet 
his British counterpart John Major tomorrow before 
leaving for Bonn on a five-day official visit to Germany. 
Radio Pakistan’s special correspondent Zaman Shah 
Rashdi reports from London that during the meeting 
with John Major, bilateral relations and regional and 
international issues are expected to be discussed. 


The prime minister sent messages of good wishes and 
goodwill to Iranian President Hashemi-Rafsanjani and 
Turkish Prime Minister Suleyman Demirel while over- 
flying Iranian and Turkish territories after his brief stay 
in Tehran and Istanbul. In his message, Nawaz Sharif 
said Pakistan and these two countries are linked by deep 
bonds of friendship and brotherhood which are based on 
common Islamic heritage, traditions and interests. He 
expressed the hope that these ties will grow stronger with 
the passage of time. The prime minister also sent mes- 
sages of good wishes from aboard his plane to prime 
ministers of Bulgaria, Hungary, Romania, and Belgium, 
and the Austrian chancellor while overflying the territo- 
ries of these countries. In these messages, Nawaz Sharif 
expressed the hope that existing cordial relations 
between Pakistan and these countries will grow further 
in the coming years. 


Meets With Prime Minister Major 


BK2903 144093 Islamabad PTV Television Network 
in English 1400 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Text] The prime minister, Mr. Mohammad Nawaz 
Sharif, held talks with the British prime jminister, Mr. 
John Major, in London today. During the talks besides 
bilateral relations, international and regional issues, 
including Kashmir, are reported to have come up for 
discussion. The prime minister is understood to have 
briefed Mr. John Major on the situation in occupied 
Kashmir with particular reference to human rights vio- 
lations by the Indian occupation forces. 


Talking to newsmen in London last night, the prime min- 
ister said Pakistan wants good neighborly relations with 
India, but Kashmir issue must be resolved on the basis of 
United Nations resolutions. The prime minister said Paki- 
stan wants to resc!ve all issues with India, including the 
Kashmir dispute. The time and conditions have changed, 
which good neighborly relations between the two countries. 
[sentence as heard]. Instead of maligning each other, both 
India and Pakistan should develop good relations. If the 
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Cold War could come to an end and the sworn enemies 
could live peacefully, why then India and Pakistan could not 
live in peace, he added. 


Replying to a question, Mr. Mohammad Nawaz Sharif 
said the world should see for itself the wave of Indian 
repression and atrocities in India-held Kashmir where 
the people have risen in indigenous uprising for the right 
of self-determination. The prime minister emphasized 
that peaceful relations between India and Pakistan are 
vital for progress and prosperity of their respective 
nations. He regretted that unfortunately Pakistan is 
blamed for any untoward incident occurring in India 
irrespective of the fact that India itself might be respon- 
sible for such an incident. He emphasized that such a 
tendency should now come to an end. 


To another question, the prime minister said Pakistan 
has always condemned violence and terrorism as it has 
been subjected to such incidents in the past. 


Sharif-Major Meeting Termed ‘Friendly’ 
LD2903175193 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1731 GMT 29 Mar 93 


{By Chris Moncrieff, PRESS ASSOCIATION political 
editor] 


[Text] The prime minister had an hour-long “friendly” 
meeting with Pakistan leader Nawaz Sharif at Downing 
Street today. 


Mr Major accepted an invitation to visit Pakistan. Dates 
are now being worked out. 


The two are expected to meet again at the Commonwealth 
heads of government meeting in Cyprus in the autumn. 


Yeltsin Sends Birthday Greetings to Prime 
Minister 


LD3003112793 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1156 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Text] Beleaguered Boris Yeltsin took time off from his 
own problems yesterday [29 March] to send birthday 
greetings to the prime minister, Downing Street dis- 
closed today. 


The Russian President expressed “sincere gratitude on 
your support of Russia on its road to radical transforma- 
tion and reform”. 


And on Mr. Major's 50th birthday yesterday, he wished 
“good health and wellbeing to you and your next-of-kin”. 
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Hurd Stresses Policy Toward Iraq Remains 
‘Unchanged’ 


LD3003 133593 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1230 GMT 30 Mar 93 


{By Paul Bromley, PRESS ASSOCIATION lobby corre- 
spondent] 


[Text] Britain insisted today that Iraq would have to 
comply in full with United Nations resolutions whoever 
was In power in Baghdad. 


Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd made clear the policy 
towards Iraq remained unchanged. His comments fol- 
lowed reports that Britain was divorcing itself from past 
policies which insisted that Iraqi leader Saddam Husayn 
had to be be out of power before international sanctions 
were lifted. 


A Foreign Office spokeswoman said: “The government's 
policy towards Iraq is unchanged and will remain the 
same, whatever regime is in power in Baghdad. Iraq 
must fully comply with all its international obligations. 
This means full implementation of all relevant United 
Nations Security Council resolutions.” 


She said Mr. Hurd had made this clear in a meeting this 
morning with leaders of the Iraqi national congress, who 
are in London on a private visit. But the spokeswoman 
acknowledged that Saddam was unlikely to comply with 
all the relevant resolutions and had evaded his obliga- 
tions for the last two years. 


She said Britain's UN Ambassador Sir David Hannay had 
stressed there were no grounds for lifting sanctions against 
Iraq while many requirements were still outstanding. 


The UN Sanctions Committee agreed last night at its 
periodic review to maintain the sanctions against Iraq which 
were imposed in August 1990 when Baghcad's troops 
invaded Kuwait. The UN still wants Iraq to comply with 
demands over respecting the border with Kuwait, cooper- 
ating with the special commission on its weapons of mass 
destruction, returning Kuwait's military property, and 
ending repression of the civilian population. 


French Fishermen Board UK Navy Ship, Burn Flag 


LD2803225193 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 2247 GMT 28 Mar 93 


[David Mason report} 


[Text] French fishermen seized a Royal Navy vessel and 
abducted three naval officers in separate incidents today 
as trouble flared once again over fishing grounds. 


British fishermen said they were staying away from 
French ports after a warning they woui'd be at risk if they 
landed their catch. 


British diplomats in Paris will raise the latest incidents 
with the French Ministry of Sea tomorrow. 
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HMS Blazer was on a goodwill visit in Cherbourg 
harbour when French fishermen boarded her and burnt 
her White Ensign flag. 


Six crew, a naval reserve officer and nine university students 
on board the patrol craft were forced to retreat below. 


The incident ended peacefully after four hours and the 
vessel was spending the night in the French naval base at 
Cherbourg before sailing for the Channel Islands in the 
morning. 


Cherbourg’s Vice-Prefect, Henry Feral, called the protest 
“inadmissible” and said it was “particularly serious” to 
Anglo- French relations. 


Earlier three Royal Navy fisheries protection officers were 
abducted when they boarded the French trawler La Calypso 
inside British waters off the Channel Island of Alderney. 


The French ignored orders to put in at Guernsey and 
made for Cherbourg with the men on board. 


A French pilot boat later took them back to their ship, 
the fisheries protection vessel HMS Brocklesby. 


French fishermen warned British boats to stay away 
from their ports after an incident on Friday when two 
Guernsey fisheries protection officers boarded a French 
fishing vessel found inside Channel Islands waters. 


British fishermen landing catches would do so “at their 
own peril”, warned Jean le Boucher, leader of the French 
fishermen in Lower Normandy, in a letter to British 
fishing authorities. 


He said the boat had been boarded outside the six-mile 
limit in a spot where French boats had always fished and 
French fishermen were “in a very, very bad mood”. 


He called for a renegotiation of the six-mile limit off 
Guernsey, agreed between Britain and France last year. 
warning that Frenchmen would not be barred from 
grounds which they had always fished. 


Bill Ogier, chairman of the Guernsey Fishermens’ Asso- 
ciation, said Channel Island fishermen would avoid 
French ports while the dispute lasted because of the risk 
to men, boats and their catch. 


Channel Islands fishermen export 90 percent of their 
catch, largely shellfish, to France, and if the dispute went 
on more than a couple of weeks it could threaten their 
livelihoods, he said. 


“The British Government has got to make sure that the 
French Government enforce what was signed between 
them as an amicable agreement,” he said. 
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He said the French fishermens’ grievances were com- 
pounded by cheap imports from Britain and fishing 
quotas which were threatening their livelihoods. 


Fisheries Minister Warns French Authorities 


LD2903085793 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 0826 GMT 29 Mar 93 


{By Chris Moncrieff, PRESS ASSOCIATION political 
editor] 


[Text] Britain today warned France it would not be 
intimidated in the conflict over fishing grounds. 


Fisheries Ministry’s David Curry bluntly told the French 
authorities: “Knock it off, because it won't work. We are 
not going to be intimidated.” 


His warning came as British diplomats were at the 
French Ministry of the Sea in Paris protesting about the 
latest clashes in which French fishermen seized a Royal 
Navy patrol vessel and abducted three naval officers. 


Mr. Curry pledged on the BBC Radio 4 Today pro- 
gramme that Britain would offer full protection to the 
Channel Island fisheries as the war of words intensified 
in the long-running Anglo-French conflict over fishing 
rights. What is hampering Britain is that France is at the 
moment without an effective government following the 
defeat of the ruling Socialists in the weekend elections. 


The fish war hotted up when French fishermen yesterday 
seized a Royal Navy patrol vessel and then abducted 
three naval officers. HMS Blazer was on a goodwill visit 
in Cherbourg when French fishermen boarded her and 
burnt her White Ensign flag. Six crew, a naval reserve 
officer and nine university students on board the patrol 
craft were forced to retreat below. 


The incident ended peacefully after four hours and the vessel 
spent the night in the French naval base at Cherbourg and 
was due to sail for the Channel Islands today. 


Earlier three Royal Navy fisheries protection officers 
were abducted when they boarded the French trawler La 
Calypso inside British waters off the Channel Island of 
Alderney. The French ignored orders to put in at 
Guernsey and made for Cherbourg with the men on 
board. A French pilot boat later took them back to their 
ship, the fisheries protection vessel HMS Brocklesby. 


French fishermen warned British boats to stay away 
from their ports after an incident on Friday when two 
Guernsey fisheries protection officers boarded a French 
fishing vessel inside the six- mile limit around the 
Channel Islands. British fishermen landing catches 
would do so “at their own peril’, warned Jean le 
Boucher, leader of the French fishermen in lower Nor- 
mandy, in a letter to British fishing authorities. 
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Mr. Curry was in aggressive form. He said: “We have got 
to bear in mind that the Channel Islands are different 
waters from anywhere else. Anywhere else this incident 
could not happen. 


“In the Channel Islands the minute you are out of our 
territorial limits you are into French waters. 


“I reached an agreement with the French Government last 
year to settle a long-standing dispute about who had the right 
to fish for what and where around the Channel Islands. That 
was favourable to the Channel Island fishermen. 


“We thought it had settled in quite well. But now we are 
beginning to see what looks like the first challenges to a 
signed and sealed agreement. 


“It is up to the French authorities to make sure their 
people understand 11 from their side. And we must police 
it from our side.” 


And when it was suggested to Mr. Curry that this might 
mean arming the patrol vessels, he retorted: “Before we 
get to that stage what I have got to do is to get hold of my 
French opposite number.” 


“We have got to sit down and say that there are far too 
many incidents between British and French fishermen. 
How are we going to resolve that?” 


The problem was that he had no opposite number and 
there was effectively no government in France. 


And in response to further “get tough” calls in the face of 
this “humiliation”, Mr. Curry said: “We are not living in 
the age of Palmerston. “The thing to do is to sort this out 
politically. French fishermen tend to take matters into 
their own hands.* 


And to the French authorities he had this message: 
“What we require 1s that they get in there and sort 11 out. 


“My message to the French is: ‘Knock it off because it 
won't work. We are not going to be intimidated. That 
treaty has been signed. It is not up for negotiation’. 


“We will offer every protection to the Channel Island 
fisheries. They must continue to land in France. If they 
are finding difficulty they must notify us so we can set up 
a system whereby fish can be landed in France and their 
livelihoods protected.” 


Ambassador Summoned to Foreign Office 


LD2903130893 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1227 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[By Sian Clare. PRESS ASSOCIATION political staff] 


[Excerpt] Britain summoned the French ambassador to 
the Foreign Office today to protest at the actions of 
French fishermen in the conflict over fishing grounds. 
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Foreign Office minister Tristan Garel-Jones was pro- 
testing to Ambassador Bernard Dorin “about the three 
incidents over the weekend,” said a Foreign Office 
spokesman. 


British diplomats were also at the French Ministry of the 
Sea in Paris protesting about the latest clashes in which 
French fishermen seized a Royal Navy patrol vessel and 
abducted three naval officers. 


As the protests were being made, Agriculture Minister 
Mr. John Gummer said Britain was considering seeking 
the extradition of those responsible. He told a Health of 
the Nation conference in London: “We are protesting 
most vigorously both in Paris and locally in Cherbourg. 
We are considering whether we should seek to extradite 
all those individuals concerned. But that is a discussion 
we shall have to work out.” 


Mr. Gummer repeated a warning that Britain would 
consider arming its naval baording parties if French 
actions escalated. ““We believe the French Government 
will take vigorous action, and we shall not have to take 
further action about increasing the ability of our own 
inspection people to protect themselves. If action is not 
taken we will have to reconsider it.” 


Mr. Gummer was reinforcing earlier warnings given by 
Fisheries Minister David Curry who told the French: 
“Knock it off, because it won't work. We are not going to 
be intimidated.” [passage omitted] 


French Envoy Condemns Fishermen’s Actions 


AU2903170593 Paris AFP in English 1642 GMT 
29 Mar 93 


[Text] London, March 29 (AFP)—French Ambassador 
to Britain Bernard Dorin on Monday [29 March] con- 
demned French fishermen’s protests that had led the 
British Foreign Office to call him in to receive an official 
protest following incidents on Sunday [28 March]. 


Dorin said that “the French Government has condemned the 
fishermen’s unacceptable behavior in this matter”. 


Earlier Monday, the French State Secretariat for Maritime 
Affairs told AFP that the Sunday incidents “are unaccept- 
able. French authorities think this kind of behavior does not 
serve the interests of French fishermen”. 


Britain reacted with shock and anger to the latest inci- 
dents involving French fishermen. 


British Fisheries Minister David Curry warned that his 
government would not be intimidated by Sunday's esca- 
lation in the “fishing war.” 


““My message to the French is: Knock it off because it 
won't work. We are not going to be intimidated,” Curry 
said in broadcast remarks. A treaty on fishing rights had 
been signed and “is not up for negotiation.” 


He was speaking a day after French fishermen had 
abducted to Cherbourg three fisheries inspectors from 
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the Channel Islands. The inspectors had boarded a 
French trawler on suspicion that it was fishing illegally in 
British waters. 


In retaliation for the inspection, French fishermen ther 
occupied a training patrol vessel of the Royal Navy in the 
French port of Cherbourg and burnt the white navy flag. 


Curry had warned late on Sunday that British naval 
vessels might have “to use more force if necessary” in 
future inspections of French trawlers. 


“Next time the French will be dealing with more severe 
measures,” he said. 


Transportation Minister John Gummer said that if 
French authorities “don’t take proper action, we will 
have to consider whether it will be better if they (the 
boarding parties) are able to protect themselves.” 


British newspapers, always ready to seize on French- 
British disputes, had screaming front page headlines on 
the incident, with many allocating little space to Sun- 
day’s legislative elections in France. 


“French capture Britons and seize Navy boats,” said 
THE TIMES. “Navy set to carry guns against French.” 
said THE DAILY TELEGRAPH. The daily THE INDE- 
PENDENT said: “French fishermen inflicted two humil- 
lations on the Royal Navy.” 


Curry said that he was unable to discuss a political 
solution to the matter on Sunday, since no one in France 
had authority to negotiate owing to the imminent 
replacement of the outgoing Socialist government with a 
conservative administration elected on Sunday. 


“The thing to do is try to sort this out politically... Until 
there is somebody to whom I can talk... it is more 
difficult,”” he said. 


French fishermen have mounted several violent protests 
in recent weeks against fish imports at prices which they 
say have depressed the market. 


In remarks after his Moriday afternoon meeting with 
British Junior Minister for European Affairs Tristan 
Garel-Jones at the Foreign Office, Ambassador Dorin 
said that “as far as what was done to the British ensign is 
concerned, regardless of the circumstances and motives. 
we can but condemn such action. 


“The French authorities will do everything necessary to 
ensure that such incidents are not repeated. 


“As for the substance of the issue, we are quite obviously 
in favor of respecting in full the provisions of the 1992 
agreement. If differences of interpretation were to 
emerge, it would be for the competent authorities, in this 
instance for the two countries’ fisheries directors, to 
undertake the appropriate consultations”. 
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Political Importance of New Kohl-Clinton Axis 
Viewed 


AU2903140993 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 29 Mar 93 p 4 


[Martin E. Sueskind commentary from Bonn: “The New 
Kohl-Clinton Axis” 


[Text] Those who want to overcome domestic policy 
difficulties or only to make people forget them turn to 
foreign policy. It might be tempting for Helmut Kohl to 
apply this long-term doctrine to Bonn’s policy, precisely 
now when a new beginning is offered in German- 
American relations with strong, surprising accents, if he 
did not know the following: In decisive foreign policy 
questions there is nothing that is not immediately con- 
nected with existential problems of Gerr.. 1 domestic 
policy. Germany and America, this is not a i» -val event 
with a special play on a magnificent stag. before a 
selected audience. Germany and America, this is 
workday routine in the highly complicated structure of 
mutual dependence in the fields of economy, finances, 
trade, industry, and the labor market. 


Kohl's first meeting with new U.S. President Bill Clinton 
reflected precisely that. It was a working visit of just one 
day in the course of which the two politicians had 
intensive talks for over four hours: A day with little 
pomp and much business, which cannot be compared 
with the staging in the old days of the great political actor 
Ronald Reagan and which was far less determined by 
etiquette than during predecessor George Bush's tenure. 
Today a man who seeks to reconcile the authority of 
power with great actual policy competence and the will 
for leadership with ability for leadership is the ruler in 
the White House—and that certainly impressed Kohl 
strongly. 


Before the press and for the cameras, Clinton and Kohl 
said nice things to each other, which have atmospheric 
value, but, at the same time, clearly indicate that more 
down to earth things will be demanded in the German- 
American relations of the future. When Kohl recalled 
former Democratic President Truman and his Marshall 
Plan for the reconstruction of postwar Germany and said 
that it is an example of the fact that one can learn from 
history, this is nothing but a pathetic exhortation to the 
United States, which, however, was crystal clear in its 
substance, to finally take over the leadership in the 
financial support for the reform process in Russia and to 
think big. With Clinton, it was the other way around: His 
recollection of young President Kennedy's meeting with 
old Adenauer 30 years ago may be written off as political 
pleasantness toward the political grandson of the old 
man—quite obviously, however, the expectation that 
Germany will soon find its role in the newly forming 
world is behind it. 


The metaphor of partnership in leadership between the 
United States and Germany, which still dates from 
Bush's era and which, at that time, was put aside by the 
Germans very quickly and abashedly (according to the 
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motto: Do not talk of it on any account'), 1s gaining new 
importance under Clinton. This President (the first to be 
born after the war) is openly talking of precisely such a 
partnership between the two leading industrial nations, 
America and Germany, when he mentions the tasks of 
the era following the overcoming of the Cold War: 
Anchoring democracy in a country of the former com- 
munist sphere of power, an international economic 
upswing, joint support for world peace. According to 
Clinton, in this work America “cannot envisage a better 
partner than the German people.” 


This is the outline of the profile of requirements, which 
shows chances, but also risks, for the chancellor. Helmut 
Kohl is an old hand. during his term he saw two US. 
Presidents come and two go. Again and again, Wash- 
ington also tried to cause the Bonn allies to have loyalty 
conflicts with their European partners, above all France. 
It will soon be shown how many of Clinton's formula- 
tions of today are flattery and how many are tough 
demands on the financial efficiency and future military 
roie of the Germans. As a precaution, Kohl discoursed at 
length on Europe, which is growing together, and, when 
the President said “German-American,” he talked of 
European-American cooperation. Kohl always has so 
much instinct for risk that he knows that the US. 
President will not give up his will to world policy 
leadership, even though he softsoaps the German guest 
particularly engagingly. 


What are the chances? In the first place, they depend on 
the question of whether Germany will soon be capable of 
a domestic policy clarification of its international role. 
Clinton only evaluated the way in which the Federal 
Government is trying to get out of the controversy over 
the AWACS missions in Bosnia with a single word— 
“remarkable’—and in this way he showed how closely 
together recognition and sarcasm can lie. Since that time, 
the chancellor is more determined than ever to fight the 
controversy through. Whether this 1s desired or not, the 
result will be symptomatic of the political importance of 
the new Kohl-Clinton axis. 


‘Chemistry’ Between Clinton, Koh! Seen To Work 


AU2903 160493 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 29 Mar 93 p 12 


[Claus Gennrich commentary: “Trees for the Forest of 
the Future”) 


[Text] Washington, 28 Mar—When Chancellor Kohl 
stood next to President Clinton in the East Room of the 
White House, it was clear; The chemistry worked. 
During four hours of talks, including major rounds, the 
older German and the younger American found a way of 
communicating with each other. They want to talk on 
the telephone regularly if there is something to be 
discussed—at 8 o'clock in the morning U.S. time 
because Clinton has usually started work by that time. 
During the 10 and one-half years of his term in office. 
Chancellor Kohl has always turned personal matters into 
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political ones, and, wherever possible, has sought 
friendly contact with partners to facilitate the conclusion 
of agreements. During his first meeting with Clinton, he 
succeeded in doing that again, because the new man in 
the White House also uses calculated cordiality to safe- 
guard his interests. Both sides may have put calculations 
aside this time. The nature of the two men makes it easy 
for Clinton to credibly apply the U.S. term of “a good 
personal chemistry” to his relationship with Kohl; the 
chancellor in turn sees himself on the path toward a 
friendly relationship. Both sides flattered each other by 
mentioning their great predecessors Kennedy and Ade- 
nauer. in spite of the age difference, similarities resulted 
from the inclination of both leaders to make self-ironical 
jokes when talking about food and its consequences, 
from their directness, and the renunciation of unclear 
phrases. When the two men, who are of about the same 
height, walked along the tarmac and positioned them- 
selves behind their high podiums to report on the talks, 
their faces and gestures seemed relaxed. Since personal 
matters are always a political matter, as became clear 
during Thatcher's term in office, the new era of German- 
U.S. relations does not begin in an unfavorable way. 


Clinton impressed Kohl by displaying thorough knowl- 
edge. He only looked up things a few times and listened 
intently. Kohl was also impressed because Clinton 
“clearly behaved like a boss” while at the same time 
allowing Vice President Gore to play an active role. Gore 
did not only speak about environmental policy being the 
task of the seven major industrialized countries; the vice 
president also headed talks on Bosnia. Gore introduced 
Bosnian President Izetbegovic for a short handshake. 
Contrary to Reagan's and Bush's terms of office, the vice 
president does not appear to be a representative who 
would only become active if the president should not be 
available, but as a man with considerable weight that 
goes beyond the usual power of this office, Koh! noted. 
Kohl likes to watch people he needs closely. Thus, he 
noticed that Clinton does not flex his muscles but that he 
1s, nevertheless, undoubtedly determined to lead. 


More than under previous presidents, in view of the 
planned aid for Russia, preparations for the world eco- 
nomic summit seem to concentrate rather in the White 
House than in the State and Treasury Departments. The 
President of the new generation is apparently less skep- 
tical concerning European unification efforts than his 
predecessors who experienced the war. Clinton accepts 
the Maastricht Treaty as a fact, but he obviously does not 
believe that economic and political union will come 
about. Kohl tried to make it clear that efforts to f"m a 
European union are not directed against the United 
States. “In the construction of the European home, it is 
essential for the Americans to have an apartment there.” 
Kohl was also referring to the presence of U.S. soldiers 
that should not be reduced to merely symbolic number. 
Clinton tried to dispel the impression that he is not 
interested in Europe. In the future, cooperation with the 
Europeans—who must make their own contributions— 
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is Obviously to be given priority over a strict US. 
leadership role. Thus, Kohl expects “eacellent coopera- 
tion.” 


Clinton described Germany as a proven friend and an 
Alliance partner. In the same way as the two states 
supported each other in the fight against the Communist 
threat, they are now jointly working to ensure prosperity, 
peace, and democracy in the world. Clinton did not 
repeat the phrase of “partnership in leadership.” coined 
by his predecessor, but stated that “Germany and the 
United States are indivisible.” Kohl described German- 
U.S. cooperation as vital and as a “cornerstone” on 
which the building of German politics and security rests. 
Clinton asked numerous questions about social! policies. 
vocational training, and the health system in Germany 

Talks focussed primarily on domestic issues. Clinton, 
who 1s more interested in the present than in the conse- 
quences of the war, has visited Germany seven or erght 
times. Right-wing radicalism in Germany was not even 
mentioned. The controversy in Bonn over the AWACS 
planes was briefly discussed. Clinton politely accepted 
Kohl's efforts to explain the problem. Kohl promised an 
“adaptation of the Basic Law” to the consequences of 
German unity. 


Kohl vehemently rejected Clinton's demand that Ger- 
many play the role of mediator in dealing with Russia. 
The United States apparently believes that Germany 1s 
most familiar with the situation in the East. However. 
Kohl wants to avoid arousing the distrust of the West 
Europeans against such a role. Talks in Washington 
concentrated on Yeltsin, the reforms, and aid for Russia. 
Since effe..s to democratize Russia are linked with 
Yeltsin's fate, expressions of support are aimed at his 
person. “We have no alternative.” In the next two weeks, 
the “sherpas,” officials of the G-7 governments who are 
preparing the world economic summit, will adopt an aid 
package for Moscow. It is to be presented at the meeting 
of the foreign and finance ministers of the seven major 
industrialized nations in Japan on !4 and 15 April. The 
package will consist of bilateral and multilateral aid. of 
deliveries of foodstuffs and goods, and efforts to ensure 
the safety of the nuclear power plants in Russia and 
Ukraine. Gore in particular welcomed Kohl's proposal 
to finally get serious about improving the safety of the 
nuclear power plants. Yet. the components of the 
package for Russia are not yet available. Clinton's 
upcoming meeting with Yeltsin in Vancouver this week 
should “exert pressure.” There was agreement in Wash- 
ingion that reservation on the basis of the slogan that one 
does not know what will happen in Russia 1s not appro- 
priate. 


Clinton made it clear that all G-? members must make 
greater contributions to the success of the reforms in 
Russia. Kohl insisted that, when rescheduling. the “legal 
title” of Russia's obligations toward Germany must not 
be liquidated for all time. because Germany is the biggest 
loser in rescheduling anyway. “The Germans cannot be 
made to pay the bill alone at the end.” Neither Clinton 
nor Kohl think much of a “special summit” on aid for 
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Russia before the big meeting in Tokyo in July because 
otherwise expectations would become too high. In addi- 
tion, the heads of government of the G-7 states should 
not deal solely with Russia but also with the worldwide 
economy. 


The need for more international coordination and Ger- 
man-U.S. cooperation tor a new economic upswing led 
up to the controversial topic of GATT. After the 
expected change of government in France, talks are to 
continue quickly to find out in what areas there 1s stll 
leeway. “We all need GATT if we want to overcome the 
recession,” Kohl stated. Yei, he declined the role of 
mediator in this sphere. too. He wants to promote 
understanding between the EC and the United States, 
but he does not want to take the work from the EC 
Commission in Brussels. 


The multitude of problems and tasks requires joint 
replies, which will have to be more or less decisively 
shaped by Clinton and Kohl. They are determined to do 
that. The network of German-US. ties should not suffer 
from the priority that will be given to strengthening 
democracy in Eastern Europe and to the world economy. 
There are plans to establish a German-U.S. scientific 
academy for the exchange of professors and students. It 
should also become possible for young non-university 
graduates to improve their vocational training in the 
United States. Koh! and Clinton want to “plant many 
young trees for the forest of the future.” 


— GATT Seen Joint Challenge for Clinton, 
0 


AU 2903111393 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 29 Mar 93 p 2 


{Commentary by Dietrich Zwaetz: “Joint Challenge™)} 


[Text] The American President and the German chan- 
cellor have not yet reached the level of intimacy where 
they would call each other “Heimut” and “ Bill"—at leasi 
not in public. Kohl quite naturally referred to the former 
incumbents in the White House as “Ronald” and 
“George.” Nevertheless, after his first meeting with 
Kohi, Clinton quite demonstratively praised the “per- 
sonal chemisiry” between the two of them as “quite 
good,” which made the chancellor so proud that he 
repeated it several times. “The two men obviously like 
each other,” sources close to Kohl noted in Washing- 
ton—as if cordial political understanding between the 
long-standing head of the German Government and the 
young American President was not to be expected quite 
naturally. 


Both Kohl and Clinton were trying to prevent their first 
mecting from giving the impression of a new beginning 
to German-American friendship, but to pul it in the 
context of the long partnership after World War IL. 
Bringing back memories of the Marshall Plan, John F. 
Kennedy's visit to the divided Berlin in 1963 (“Ich bin 
ein Berliner”), and the Alhance during the Cold War. 
was not only intended to emphasize joint gratitude but. 
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at the same time—as Clinton litcrally put it—to accen- 
tuate the claim to “leadership in the crusade after the 
end of the Cold War.” 


The joint challenge 1s now Russia. Koh! and Clinton left 
no doubt that if the process of democratization and the 
resolve to introduce the market economy were to fail, 
then this would mean a relapse into the dark years. 
Nevertheless, it cannot be ignored that, despite a large 
number of pressing problems in :picrnational politics— 
from Russia and the new nuclear (hreat emanating from 
its nuclear power plants, to the embarrassing conflict in 
the disintegrated Yugoslavia—the first mecting between 
the two leaders was only the result of the constraints of 
protocol. They had to get to know each other, although 
there was nothing that they could not also have discussed 
via the telephone and video link-up. 


Thus, Kohl and Clinton exchanged niceties. “We can 
learn a lot from one another,” America’s young Presi- 
dent said. Hillary had much praise for Germany's health 
system—with Clinton certainly only thinking of the 
benefits and not the cosis. Germany is “an anchor of 
stability.” Kohl proved his good manners by responding 
that for “America there will always be an apartment in 
the European house.” 


“If we want to get out of the current recession.” the 
chancellor said, referring to the most important eco- 
nomic subject of the meeting, “we need a conclusion of 
the GATT round.” Yet Kohl knows very well that 
agreement on specific issues cannot be achieved by 
orders given by those in power thai are repeated almost 
like a ritual, and with which everybod: * as been familiar 
from the communiques adopted at ine summits in 
Houston, London, and Munich. Considering that Fran- 
cois Mitterrand, who has been delaying the process. 1s 
now weakened, this is where the real opportunity lies for 
the American, Clinton, and the European, Kohl. to 
reorganize the world economy for the next decades. 


Kohl Congratulates Balladur on Appointment 


LD3003121093 Berlin DDP in German 1045 GMT 30 
Var 93 


[Text] Bonn (DDP)}—Chancellor Helmut Kohl has 
wished the new French Prime Minister Edouard Bal- 
ladur happiness and success. In a telegram of congratu- 
lations published in Bonn on Tuesday. Kohl stressed that 
he is sure that Balladur’s conduct of his office will 
contribute to the deepening of German-French friend- 
ship and the work of European unification. 


At the same time, in a second letter, the Federal chan- 
cellor thanked departing Prime Minister Pierre 
Beregovoy for “fruitful cooperation.” During Berego- 
voy’s term of office, the good relations between Ger- 
many and France have been further deepened. Both 
countries have “proven even at difficult moments their 
solidarity on the path to European Umon.” Kohl added 
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Pakistani Prime Minister Sharif Arrives for Talks 


LD2903 143093 Hamburg DPA in German 1359 GMT 
29 Mar 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)—Pakistani Prime Minister 
Mohammad Nawaz Sharif arrived in Bonn today for a 
four-day visit to Germany. Talks are planned with 
German President Richard von Weizsaecker and Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl. Sharif will be particularly keen to 
attract greater German investment. Germany is Paki- 
stan’s third-largest industrial partner after the United 
States and Japan. Sharif will also visit Berlin, as well as 
the states of Brandenburg and Baden- Wuerttemberg. 


Egyptian President Mubarak Arrives for Visit 


LD3003115093 Hamburg DPA in German 1054 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


[Excerpt] Bonn (DPA)—Egyptian President Husni 
Mubarak arrived in Bonn on Tuesday at midday for a 
24-hour visit. Following the greeting with military 
honors, he was first received for a talk with President 
Richard von Weizsaecker. He is also due to hold talks 
with Chancellor Helmut Kohl, Finance Minister Theo 
Waigel, Development Minister Carl-Dieter Spranger, 
and SPD Chairman Bjoern Engholm. 


His talks will primarily be about the Middle East peace 
process. Mubarak, who 1s on his way to the United 
States, 1s to use his talks in Bonn and afterwards in 
London to probe the position of the European states on 
the faltering peace negotiations, before being the first 
Arab head of state to meet new U.S. President Bill 
Clinton. Pror to the talks, the German Government 
once again paid tribute to the “moderate and balanced 
stance” of Egypt in the Middle East conflict. [passage 
omitted] 


Government Desires Expanded Ties With Taiwan 


LD3003103393 Hamburg DPA in German 0933 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—The German Government wants to 
expand relations with Taiwan. Bonn is pursuing a uni- 
form policy on China, in which the island state has an 
important place as a growing economic center, the state 
minister in the Foreign Ministry, Ursula Seiler-Albring 
(FDP), said in a response published today to a question 
from the Bundestag. In spite of a 1972 German decision, 
in which China 1s represented by Beijing, there are 
intensive relations with Taiwan which are constantly 
developing. The government is interested in expanding 
and encouraging them within the framework of its pos- 
sibilities. 
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Ruehe Expresses Confidence in Bundeswehr's 
Naumann 


AU 2703164793 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 25 Mar 93 p § 


[“fy.” report: “Ruche Expresses Full Confidence in Nau- 
mann” } 


[Text] Bonn, 24 March—On 24 March before the Bund- 
estag Defense Commitiec, Defense Minister Ruche 


expressed full confidence in [Bundeswehr] Chief of Staff 


General Naumann. Ruche assured the deputies that the 
cooperation between him and his primary military 
adviser 1s good. even though there are occasionally 
difficult situations and decisions. Recently. Naumann 
had repeatedly referred to the negative consequences 
that the controversy over Bundeswehr deployment on 
behalf of the United Nations has for Germany's prestige 
and German influence within NATO. With this he 
incurred reproaches from deputies of the SPD [Social 
Democratic Party of Germany], the FDP [Free Demo- 
cratic Party of Germany], and the CDU [Christian 
Democratic Union] that he ts disregarding the primacy 
of politics. 


Naumann said before the deputies of the committee that 
he has not violated the primacy of politics, but simply 
represented the government's position consistently He 
is supported by the confidence of the defense minister 
and the parliamentary state secretaries. With his com- 
ments, he also did not prematurely disclose any govern- 
ment decisions. His office has always required a difficult 
tightrope walk because. on the one hand. 11 commits the 
official to provide comprehensive advice to the govern- 
ment and to represent its decisions, while, on the other 
the chief of staff must also preserve the confidence of the 
troops and represent their concerns. Here he must not 
“ship” toward any side, he said. 


The 1992 annual report that the Bundestag military 
commissioner had published the day betore was dis 
cussed in detail in the Defense Commitiee. Criticism of 
[Defense Commissioner Alfred] Bichle’s statement that 
the Bundeswehr 1s currently not operationally ready was 
widespread. Bichle himself was silent. Ruche warned 
against an “unhistorical assessment” of Bundeswehr 
operational readiness. The Bundeswehr is fulfilling its 
tasks, as well as the new tasks, which include the deploy - 
ment of medical troops in Cambodia, participation in 
the monitoring mission in the Adnatic and the relict 
mission in Somalia, and support for the United Nations 
in Iraq, he said. 


Finally, however, the deputies also dealt with the rees- 
amination of the deployment concept of the dectense 
minister. The planned closure of the Olpenitz naval base 
was discussed specifically. The government of Schleswig- 
Holstein and Bundestag deputies oppose nt. The latter 
propose that the Navy should give up the Kic! base 
instead, which the Navy has reyected so far It wants to 
keep Kiel because it 1s the only deep-water naval harbor 
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in the Baltic Sea. Ruehe promused to review the decision 
and brief the committee on his decision at its next 
session. 


Commentary Views Problems of Bundeswehr 
AU 2603165593 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 25 Mar 93 p 2 


[Hans Joerg Sottorf commentary: “In a Fix”] 


[Text] Speaking to the Bundestag Defense Committee on 
Wednesday [24 March], Defense Minister Volker Ruche 
once again complained about the dictate of finances to 
which he is subjected. The defense budget is 5 billion 
German marks less than it was a year ago. The issue was 
another adjustment to the stationing concept. In the 
Committee, understanding was expressed for the rest- 
lessness emerging in the Bundeswehr. However, there 
was also understanding for Ruche, who is caught 
between financial targets and defense policy require- 
ments. 


Just on the previous day the defense minister had to 
listen to critical remarks from Bundestag Defense Com- 
missioner Alfred Biehle, who said that the Bundeswehr 
largely lacks combat readiness at the moment. He had 
observed a “depressed mood” in the armed forces 
because there are no prospects for the future. For Biehle, 
it 1s clear that the army is no longer getting the necessary 
financial means because of the initiated cutbacks. Biehle 
also criticized Ruche’s constantly changing decisions on 
stationing and the armed forces. It is clear that the 
Defense Ministry does not want to accept Biehle's criti- 
cism as it is. However, it is admitted that, as a result of 
the changes in the security policy situation, the armed 
forces are undergoing the most profound restructuring 
process since their establishment and that, in addition, 
cutbacks are unavoidable. it is quite clear that all this 
cannot be without effect on the morale of the forces. 


The defense commissioner, who is some sort of 
ombudsman for the soldiers, may be closer to the troops 
than the ministry. Originally, he was supposed to be a 
medium for petitions. The reports in previous years were 
drawn up in line with this. This year, Biehle’s report is 
far more. The concerns and problems that were brought 
to the defense commissioner's attention, to a greater 
extent reflect the direct consequences of political deci- 
sions. At a time when the armed forces are undergoing a 
radical change and are getting new focal issues in their 
tasks because of missions abroad, the principle of the 
primacy of policy is felt by the soldiers in all its scope. 
This is at least what Biehle thought. He shares this view 
with Bundeswehr Inspector General Klaus Naumann. 
With a similar statement, Naumann subjected himself to 
the suspicion that he is criticizing the political decisions, 
something to which even the highest-ranking soldier is 
not entitled. However, like Biehle, Naumann was 
thinking of the welfare of the Bundeswehr, which both 
men consider to be in danger. In Biehle’s view, the 
primacy of policy does not just provide the right to make 
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guiding decisions. Much rather. policy mut also be aware 
of the fact that actions are urgently necessary in difficult 
tumes. This admonition 1s not only addressed to the 
Federal Government but also to parliament and to the 
parties, because they have not yet come to a consensus in 
topical issues of external security. 


BKA Denies Knowledge of Threats Against 
Ministers 

AU 2903125593 Cologne Deutschiandfunk Network in 
German 1100 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Text] The Federal Office of Criminal Investigation 
[BKA] in Wiesbaden has denied that it has information 
on terrorist threats against Family Minister Roensch and 
Labor Minister Bluem. A relevant BILD report ts incor- 
rect, 2, spokesman of the authority said in Wiesbaden 
today The paper had written that a terrorist group called 
Black Guard is threatening the ministers because of the 
social cuts. 


In the opinion of Horst Eylmann of the Christian Dem- 
ocratic Union [CDU], chairman of the Bundestag Legal 
Committee, the Red Army Faction [RAF] has not yet 
finally rejected terrorist attacks on human beings. Eyl- 
mann said on Saarland Radio today that deals with the 
RAF are out of the question. Regarding pardons and 
release from custody, imprisoned terrorists must be 
treated like any other offender. However, as a result of 
the latest attack, an early release from custody must not 
be generally ruled out, the CDU politician stressed. 


Seiters on Terrorist Attack at Darmstadt Prison 


AU2903162993 Mainz ZDF Television Network in 
German 1710 GMT 28 Mar 93 


{Interview with Interior Minister Rudolf Seiters by 
Katharina Weisgerber on 28 March; place not given— 
recorded] 


[Text] [Weisgerber] Mr. Seiters, the federal public pros- 
ecutor general considers the letter claiming responsi- 
bility for the terrorist bomb attack at the prison in 
Weiterstadt near Darmstadt on 27 March authentic. Is 
this a prelude to new attacks by the Red Army Faction 


[RAF]? 


[Seiters] This is something that nobody can tell today. 
We, the federal and land authorities, have watched 
developments in the past very carefully. This also holds 
true for the statements regarding the renunciation of the 
use of force that certain sections of the RAF have made. 
However, we have always said that there is no reason for 
us to give the all-clear signal. In other words, we must 
continue to watch developments closely and very care- 
fully. 


[Weisgerber] The assumption was voiced yesterday that 
the attack was a warning shot for the state to make more 
concessions. Can the state be more accommodating? 
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[Seiters] There can be no special treatment for prisoners. 
But you know that these prisoners are also examined al 
certain times for a possible earlier release, as envisaged 
by the law. However, there are no privileges for them and 
no special treatment, but 11 all is decided by independent 
courts and in accordance with our laws, and of course the 
State cannot be blackmailed. 


[Weisgerber] The prisoners have protested against the 
psychological tests. Is there a possibility to show accom- 
modation in this respect? Do you have to insist on such 
tests? 


[Seiters] This is also a decision of an independent court. 
the Higher Regional Court, which in a more recent case 
also made such a decision on a person who has now to 
undergo such tests. 


[Weisgerber] Could there be a threat behind the attack, 
the threat that if the state does not move, attacks will in 
the future not only be carried out on buildings, but also 


on people? 


[Seiters] The state must watch all developments and 
movements in the area of extremism and in particular in 
the area of terrorism with the highest attention and 
vigilance. This is also being done now. However, it is 
very difficult to predict what could happen. But devel- 
opments in the past have shown that political problems 
cannot be solved by using force. I think that everyone 
should consider this. 


[Weisgerber] Does this mean that you would sound the 
all-clear to a certain extent regarding the threat to human 
lives? 


[Seiters] | have always said that there is no reason for us 
to sound the all-clear signal, and this is also my assess- 
ment now, irrespective of the latest terrorist attack. 


Further RAF Attacks Expected 
AU2903130593 Hamburg BILD in German 29 Mar 93 
p2 


{Interview with Eckhart Werthebach, president of the 
Federal Office for the Protection of the Constitution, by 
Dirk Hoeren; place and date not given: “The RAF Does 
Not Want Any Dead”) 


[Text] [Hoeren] Do we have to be afraid of the Red Army 
Faction [RAF] again? 


[Werthebach] The attack does not contradict the RAF 
statements of 1992 about suspending precise assassina- 
tion attacks against leading representatives of business 
and state. With the bombs of Saturday [27 March] the 
command echelon wanted to prove that it is able to act, 
to strengthen the RAF scene, and once again to point to 
the issue of the prisoners, which is so important for 
them. 


{[Hoeren] Are you afraid ¢f attacks on politicians? 
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[Werthebach] Not in the foreseeable future. But further 
attacks with high matcrial damage are possible. 


[Hoeren}] Will the RAF soon plant car bombs, too? 


[Werthebach}] No. Even though the RAF has not finally 
renounced assassination attacks, at the moment it does 
not want any more dead, and certainly not among the 
general population. During the attack on Saturday the 
terrorists took care not to myure anybody. 


{Hoeren] Who are the new people in the RAF” 


[Werthebach] We know some, but possibly not all, who 
belong to the command echelon. The command echelon 
iS still acting underground. 


{Hoeren] Is it intended to continue ex-Justice Minister 
Kinkel’s course of reconciliation toward the RAF” 


{Werthebach] The state should react very calmly. At the 
moment, I do not see any compelling reasons to deviate 
from the policy of the past year. 


RAF Linked to Dynamite Theft 
AU 2903125393 Hamburg BILD in German 29 Mar 93 
p2 


[Unattributed report: “Does the RAF have 1.8 Tonnes of 
Dynamite?” 


[Text] Weiterstadt—The green Volkswagen bus stopped 
in front of the super prison in Hesse. 


Three men and a small red-haired woman got out—with 
200 kg of dynamite. Yhe Red Army Faction [RAF] 
terrorists overpowered 12 guards and blew the empty 
prison to rubble (damage: 100 million German marks 
[DM)}). 


—Large-scale search! 


—Security experts fear a series of bomb attacks. The 
reason: The explosives the RAF used might have come 
from a railroad theft in January in which 1.8 tons of 
dynamite disappeared. The rest would be sufficient for 
eight major attacks. 


Poll Indicates SPD Loses Lead Over CDU 


AU2903 142993 Hamburg WELT AM SONNTAG in 
German 28 Mar 93 p 4 


[“Sche./H.V.” report: “SPD Has Lost Popularity”) 


{Excerpt] Kiel/Bonn—As a result of the latest discussion 
about Bjoern Engholm, Social Democratic Party of Ger- 
many [SPD] chairman, candidate for the chancellor's 
office, and minister-president of Schleswig-Holstein, the 
SPD has lost much popularity among the voters. 


On Saturday [27 March] the Infas opinion research 
institute noted in its latest poll that the SPD lost 2 
percentage points throughout Germany compared with 
the previous week and has thus lost its lead over the 
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Christian Democratic Union/Christian Social Union 
[{CDU/CSU}, which it maintained for a long time. Both 
the CDU/CSU and the SPD would have received 35 
pecent of the votes if Bundestag elections had been held 
this Sunday. [passage omitted] 


PRC Reportage on Guenter Rexrodt's Visit 
W'A3003 174193 


For PRC reportage on the visit to China by Guenter 
Rexrodt, German minister of economic affairs, see the 
West Europe section of the 29 March and subsequent 
issues of the China DAILY REPORT. 
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Prime Minister Beregovoy Hands In Resignation 
LD2803221493 Paris France-2 Television Network 
in French 2123 GMT 28 Mar 93 


[Text] [Anchorman Paul Amar] Now I invite you to 
listen to a short statement by Pierre Beregovoy, who has 
returned to Matignon [prime minister's residence] 


[Beregovoy] My disappointment is that, in ine face of 
difficulties, the spirit of revenge must not get the upper 
hand on the necessary solidarity [sentence as heard]. If 
the solidarity of the French can still function, I will not 
be disappointed by these results. It 1s up to the Socialists, 
and I am one of them, to rebuild the future. 


[Unidentified journalist} What is your schedule for 
tomorrow? 

[Beregovoy] | will hand in my resignation as head of the 
government to the president of the Republic and | will, 
when the time comes, hand the power over to the person 
who will be appointed. 


Balladur Named New Prime Minister 


AU 2903184193 Paris AFP in English 1817 GMT 
29 Mar 93 


[Text] Paris, March 29 (AFP)}—President Francois Mit- 
terrand on Monday [29 March] named Edouard Bal- 
ladur of the Gaullist Rally for the Republic (RPR) party 
as the new prime minister of France. 


In a brief radio-televized speech—it lasted less than four 
minutes—Mitterrand also said he had no intention of 
resigning and that he planned to remain in control of 
foreign policy and national defense matters. 


He praised Balladur as a competent politician capable of 
“rallying” the French nation. 


He ulso praised outgoing Socialist Premier Pierre 
Beregovoy, who submitted his resignation Monday 
morning. 


The first reaction came from former President Valery Gis- 
card d’Estaing, leader of the center-right Union for French 
Democracy (UDF), runner-up in Sunday's [28 March] leg- 
islative election that saw a conservative landslide. 


Balladur, a technocrat and former finance minister 
under RPR boss Jacques Chirac, had been widely tipped 
for the job. 


Balladur said from his headquarters that he was on his 
way to the Elysee Presidential Palace to be formally 
notified of his nomination, and that he would make a 
formal speech afterwards. 


Balladur Accepts Post, Comments 


AL 2903200993 Paris AFP in English 1955 GMT 
29 Mar 93 


[Text] Paris, March 29 (AFP)}—Gaullist politician 
Edouard Balladur said Monday [29 March] night after 
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meeting President Francois Mitterrand that he had 
accepted to become the new prime minister of France 
and would form a “mall” government team to “re- 
establish confidence.” 


Balladur, of Paris Mayor Jacques Chirac’s Rally for the 
Republic (RPR) Party. said after the 75-minute meeting 
at the Elysee Presidential Palace with Mitterrand that he 
would begin forming his new government from Tuesday 
[30 March]. 


“| hope to put together a small team to achieve coher- 
ence, efficiency and solidarity,” Balladur said in a brief 
statement to reporters. 


His aim. he said. would be to “rally all the French 
people, with due respect to all, around the indispensable 
need for reform.” 


“France is going through a crisis.” said the 63-year-old 
former finance minister, “which is why the new govern- 
ment must devote itself to righting the situation in the 
country and re-establishing confidence.” 


New Prime Minister Profiled 


AU 2903184293 Paris AFP in English 1831 GMT 
29 Mar 93 


[Text] Paris, March 29 (AFP}—Edouard Balladur, who 
was named Monday [29 March] to head the neat French 
Government, 1s an imposing technocrat unlikely to steer 
France much from the centrist course to which the 
outgoing Socialists have so long adhered, according to 
political analysts. 


The Gaullist Balladur served as finance minister in France's 
last conservative government from 1986 to 1988, the mod- 
erate French night's earlier exercise in “cohabitation” with 
Socialist President Francois Mitterrand. 


Mitterrand, whose second seven-year presidential term 
expires in 1995, praised Balladur as a competent politi- 
cian capable of “rallying” the French after the massive 
conservative landslide in the legislative elections held 
over the past two Sundays. 


The 63-year-old Balladur, whose lofty discretion and 
controlied manner have won him frequent compari- 
sons to an archbishop, is a member of the Rally for the 
Republic (RPR) party of Paris Mayor Jacques Chirac, 
which, with 247 seats. emerged as the biggest party 
after the election. 


France's first and last experience in “cohabitation” had 
ended with the 1988 presidential vote, followed by snap 
legislative elections that saw the Socialists regain control 
of parliament. 


Under Balladur’s lead as finance minister, the govern- 
ment had then proceeded with a vast program of priva- 
tization, which he has said he will seek to extend under 
a new “cohabitation.” 
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A graduate of France's elite civil servants’ school, the 
Ecole Nationale d' Administration, Balladur has quietly 
slid from one powerful position to another in a career 
that has taken him from public service to the private 
sector and back. 


From a family of French traders and bankers established 
in Turkey under the Ottoman Empire, Balladur was born 
in Izmir, Turkey. 


After studies in Marseilles and Paris, he began his civil 
servant's career as an auditor of the State Council, 
France's highest administrative authority. 


As an up-and-coming technocrat, he served as advisor to 
Georges Pompidou, the late French president who was then 
prime minister, helping negotiate the pact that put an end to 
the May 1968 student uprising and worker strikes. 


When his mentor became president, Balladur ascended 
accordingly, to the position of presidential chief- 
of-staff—secretary-general of the Elysee presidential palace. 


There, his stern aloofness helped shield Pompidou, suf- 
fering from a rare form of cancer, from increasing public 
alarm over his health. 


Following Pompidou's death in 1974, Balladur found 
himself temporarily in the political wilderness, moving 
to the private sector as chairman of a computer services 
group and a subsidiary of the Compagnie Generale 
d'Electricite, one of France's largest industrial groups. 


As finance minister in the first “cohabitation” government, 
Balladur won the praise of the business community for his 
steady management style privatization program. 


Some critics within his own party have groused that 
Balladur would offer the country “more (Pierre) 
Beregovoy without Beregovoy”’—a reference to the 
outgoing Socialist premier whose strict economic pol- 
icies have resulted in low inflation, but higher levels of 
unemployment. 


The new conservative government is expected to sound 
much the same as the Socialists on the importance of 
European integration, the defense of French farmers in 
global trade negotiations, and a strong franc. 


But Balladur insists on the need to reduce the cost to 
business of social charges—one of the causes, he has 
said, of the jobless rate now skirting 3 million, or just 
over 10.5 percent of the French workforce. 


Mitterrand Addresses Nation on Balladur 


LD2903184293 Paris France-2 Television Network 
in French 1800 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Address to the nation by President Francois Mitterrand 
on 29 March; place not given—live or recorded] 


[Text] Dear compatriots: By electing a new and very 
substantial majority in the National Assembly, you have 
demonstrated your wish for a different policy. That wish 


FBIS-WEL-93-059 
3 March 1993 


will be scrupulously respected. This morning, | received 
and accepted the resignation of Mr. Pierre Beregovoy, to 
whom I expressed my thanks for the work accomplished 
by his government and whose personal merit I have 
constantly appreciated. 


From this evening. | am entrusting the responsibility of 
prime minister to Mr. Edouard Balladur. deputy for 
Paris and former minister of state, not only because he 
appears to be the best suited to unite the different 
elements that make up the majority but also because of 
his abilities. | hope he will be able to form a solid and 
coherent governmental team within the shortest possible 
delay. France can no longer wait. 


As for me, I will conform to the duties and attributions that 
the Constitution confers on me. I will watch over the 
continuity of our foreign and defense policies. Europe, the 
construction of the Community, the progressive unity of our 
continent, must remain in the forefront of our concerns. The 
Maastricht Treaty, already ratified by 10 countries, has been 
approved by the people. It 1s up to us to pul i into practice 
without a thought of turning back. 


In the immediate future, the European Monetary System 
must be preserved, which does not depend on us alone, 
although a franc maintained in parity with the German 
mark is a condition. Without a shared monctary system 
there 1s no Europe. 


Finally, | do not need to recall that in a world in crisis, 
national unity remains our main strength. It depends 
especially on the country’s social cohesion. To the 
majority that 1s leaving, and which 1s accompanied by 
my fraternal thoughts, | say that after the difficulties of 
the day, there will come the time for calm judgment of 
the period that is ending. | have confidence in the 


judgment of history. 


To the majority that is arriving, | express my hope that it 
will know how to find the voices that will allow it te 
respond to the hopes of the people of France. 


To you, dear fellow countrymen, I say, let us work, let us 
all work, for the success of France! Long live the 
Republic! Long live France! 


UDF To Support Balladur 


LD2903131593 Paris France-2 Television Network in 
French 1100 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Text] Valery Giscard d’Estaing announces that the UDF 
{Union for French Democracy] will support Edouard 
Balladur for the post of Prime Minister. Let's listen to 
the former president of the Republic. 


[Begin Giscard d'Estaing recorcing}] These elections 
marked a large and balanced victory for the Union for 
France. In this victory the RPR [Rally for the Republic] 
won more seats than the UDF. It 1s normal to draw the 
consequences for the government. The UDF will support 
the candidacy for the post of prime minister put forward 
by the RPR, namely that of Edouard Balladur. The UDF 
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wishes to see a reflection of the balance of the two large 
parties of the new majority, UDF and RPR, in the 
composition of the government and of the National 
Assembly. [end recording] 


Giscard Remarks on Balladur, UDF Role in 
Majority 

LD2903230193 Paris France-2 Television Network 
in French 1800 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Studio interview with Valery Giscard d’Estaing, 
chairman of the Union for French Democracy, by cor- 
respondent Paul Amar—live] 


[Excerpts] [Amar] Good evening. 
[Giscard] Good evening. 


[Amar] Did you know that cdouard Balladur was going 
to be prime minister? You thought as much this morning 
and you spoke of him. 

[Giscard] Yes, I spoke of him because the decision that 
has been taken is a wise one. [passage omitted] It was 
reasonable to choose a prime minister from the Rally for 
the Republic [RPR], and everything pointed to Edouard 
Balladur, who has prepared himself for this, being the 
most appropriate choice. As early as this morning we 
indicated that we will support his promotion to the post 
of prime minister and that he can count on the loyal 
support of the Union for French Democracy [UDF]. 


If the UDF had been the leader in the election results, we 
would, of course, have had a different attitude, because 
the UDF is ready to assume its share of responsibility. 
One has to draw the lesson, however, from the French 
ballot; the RPR’s lead brings about the decision to 
designate Edouard Balladur prime minister, and I wish 
him good luck. 


[Amar] We are going to speak about three kinds of 
cohabitation: the first within the UDF, the second 
between the RPR and UDF, and the third between the 
head of state and the new prime minister, Edouard 
Balladur. 

[Giscard, laughing] You only have three? 


[Amar] First, the UDF. Have you succeeded today in 
avoiding a split in that confederation into several auton- 
omous groups, which was the temptation for some 
people? 

[Giscard] Yes, but of course we are a movement that was 
created from different movements that united in the 
UDF. [passage omitted] It is natural for there to be 
discussions but these discussions are focused on one 
problem. Will we succeed in establishing a joint group? I 
hope and believe so, but we must set the rules and it is 
those rules that are going to be discussed tomorrow. We 
are gathering together all the deputies tomorrow 
morning and we will precisely discuss the rules needed 
for everyone to be able to express himself and for the 
trends to be able to retain their identities. 
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[Amar] Is that joint group going to reach agreement on 
the designation of a candidate for the post of speaker of 
the Assembly? 

[Giscard] There are two issues. There is a political issue 
that is an issue with our RPR partners. We have said that 
we thought that for the sake of public opinion—and | 
think those listening to us will understand this—it would 
be a sign of union and balance, given that the govern- 
ment will be led by a figure from the RPR. We under- 
stand, approve, and support that; it would be a sign of 
union and balance if the RPR did not put forward any 
candidates for the post of speaker of the National 
Assembly and left the UDF to put forward the candidate 
from the new majority. 


{Amar} What is the RPR’s reply to your wish? 
[Giscard] We don’t have their reply yet. We will no 
doubt have it tomorrow morning; the secretaries general 
have made contact on this. [passage omitted] 


[Amar] Let us speak about the third kind of cohabita- 
tion. When you were on your way here, did you have 
time to listen to the head of state? 

[Giscard] Yes, of course. 


[Amar] What do you think of his short statement? 
Obviously, he extended good wishes and encouragement 
to the new prime minister. 

{Giscard] Yes, with a certain warmth. 


[Amar] With a certain warmth, but he apparently set the 
limits on Europe and social cohesion. 

[Giscard] What he said on Europe, the point of view he 
expressed, is a point of view that is very close to the one | 
myself express or the one that we express. It is above all a 
point of view, however, identical to the one that figures in 
our plan for government. We have spoken about this Euro- 
pean affair, which is very delicate, and in our UDF-RPR 
joint plan we have the im: iementation of the Maastricht 
Treaty, the continuation of European union, and the main- 
tenance of the parity of the franc and its presence in the 
European Monetary System. In other words, what has been 
said by Francois Mitterrand does not contradict the plan of 
the UDF and RPR on this subject. 


[Amar] Does the fact that he spoke about social cohesion 
mean that this cohesion is threatened by a possible 
calling into question 0} social gains? In your opinion, did 
that sound like a warning? 

{Giscard] No, I don’t know how it sounded. | am not 
qualified to interpret how things sound. I'll tell you what 
I think. Having lived through this campa‘gn on the 
ground I think there are many people who are ready to 
snap and whose resistance to social tribulations like 
unemployment, poverty, and the threat to jobs 1s almost 
reaching its limits in our country. As soon as it comes 
into office the new government will thus have to begin to 
respond to this social anxiety. But 11 1s our response, 
what we in the UDF call the social pact. For my part | 
think that many tasks await this government, but the 
first task is getting the French economy going again and 
promoting a feeling that we are gorng to get out of the 
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crisis. If we do not get out of the economic crisis, we risk 
encountering serious socia! difficulties. 


[Amar] Thank you for this first comment. [passage 
omitted] What will the UDF’s role be in the new 
majority? 

[Giscard] The UDF’s role will be to watch over the 
implementation of the UDF’s main themes in the policy 
that we will adopt, and there are four. The first is the 
tolerance and moderation that we have shown 
throughout the campaign. It is the call for a social pact in 
the market economy to attenuate the harshness of the 
market economy. It is the decentralization and the 
regionalization. We have many members elected from 
the provinces and regions. We want a more marked 
decentralization. Finally, it is our attachment to the 
continuation to the union of Europe. There are the four 
subjects on which the UDF will exercise its influence 
within the new majority of the government. 


[Amar] In a democracy there are always, thank God, 
those in power and those in the opposition. Since the 
Socialist Opposition ts in rather a poor situation now, 
will the UDF not be tempted to almost unconsciously set 
itself up as the RPR prime minister's opposition? 
[Giscard] | would not advise it to do so. I think that we 
are involved in the action. This is compeletely different. 
It is like when you are in a car. Somebody drives and 
somebody holds the map. So the UDF will take care that 
the car goes in our direction on the four subjects that | 
mentioned to you but not as the opposition. We will not 
be there to counterbalance our partners. We will, on the 
contrary, have the task of maintaining the correct direc- 
tion where the government's actions are concerned. We 
must not think that there will be antagonism. On the 
contrary, there will be a sharing of responsibilities, but, 
simply, we will exercise ours. 


Opposition’s Disagreement on Mitterrand Role Noted 


PM 2603085493 Paris LE MONDE in French 
25 Mar 93 pp1,10 


[Thierry Brehier report: “Mr. Chirac and Mr. Giscard 
d’Estaing Opposed on Mr. Mitierrand Remaining ... 
Elysee”) 


{Text} After the Hotel Matignon, the Elysee? Can the 
right, which, after its very big victory in the first round of 
the parliamentary elections and is certain of holding the 
post of prime minister from next week, take advantage of 
the rout of the Socialists to speed things up by forcing 
Francois Mitterrand to hand over to it the Presidency of 
the republic before the end of the seven-year term that 
the French people gave him on 8 May 1988? Jacques 
Chirac is apparently dreaming of that, but Valery Gis- 
card d’Estaing fears it. 


The debate on the very principle of cohabitation, which 
had poisoned the first experiment in this power-sharing 
exercise and which had been carefully buried by the 
future parliamentary majority for several weeks, is resur- 
facing on the eve of the second round. 
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Will this debate on cohabitation be the first sign of the 
emergence of the divisions on which the head of state is 
counting so much to safeguard some of his prerogatives? 


The chairman of Rally for the Republic [RPR] has 
certainly not taken up the famous remark by Leon 
Gambetta to General Mac-Mahon when the voters sent a 
royalist president of the Republic a mainiy republican 
chamber of deputies: “Submit or go.” But, on 23 March, 
visiting Croisilles (Pas-de-Calais), he said: “If the second 
round confirms the message of the first round, the 
president of the Republic would have to draw all the 
necessary conclusions. It would be in France's interests 
not to remain in a rather ambiguous position with regard 
to its foreign partners. It would undoubtedly be in its 
interest for Mr. Mitterrand to resign and for us to have 
new presidential elections.” 


The message is clear and it remains to be seen who its 
real target is. By adopting this tougher tone, Mr. Chirac 
may have wished to satisfy the opposition’s most intran- 
sigent voters. It is true that the National Front’s score 
has surprised and upset the leaders of the conventional 
right who hoped to have limited the extreme right’s 
nuisance value by their intransigent attitude in last year’s 
departement elections. Another of his statements may 
hint at that, because he said that after the struggle against 
unemployment and for regional development, the future 
government's priorities should be “the struggle against 
insecurity” and “the control of immigration” because 
the “excesses” of this “represent a danger in a country in 
which there are already five million people excluded 
from society.” 


The mayor of Paris may also have been addressing his 
message to the president of the Republic to discourage 
him from asking him to form the government. Indeed, 
also in Pas-de-Calais, he made new criticisms of the EC's 
agricultural policy stating, with regard to the GATT 
negotiations, that “the next government will purely and 
simply have to consider that the signature of the Euro- 
pean commissioners is meaningless and refuse to con- 
tinue the negotiations.” 


His message could thus have the aim of increasing the 
weight of the future ministerial team against the head of 
state because he reaffirmed that the latter's policy 
“should in no way be hampered in its development by 
the current president of the Republic.” This is also the 
meaning of what Alain Juppe said on Europe | when he 
stated that the future majority should not “be forced to 
accept humiliating terms’ by Mr. Mitterrand in the 
choice of the holders of “important ministerial posts.” 


All this may be true, but the fact remains that Mr. Chirac 
has everything to gain by bringing forward the presiden- 
tial election. He knows that in the present state of the 
balance of forces, an early election would very probably 
enable him to enter the Elysee. And he also knows—as 
experience of the first period of cohabitation taught 
him—that everything could change in a few months. 
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This calculation is probably also the one made by Mr. 
Giscard d’Estaing. But it leads him to the diametrically 
opposite result. After hoping for an early departure by 
Mr. Mitterrand throughout 1992, he is now suddenly 
anxious to respect the constitutional timetable. On 24 
March, the Union for French Democracy [UDF] 
chairman, speaking on Europe |, curtly dissociated him- 
self from his RPR counterpart. He clearly said that if the 
right had wished to reject cohabitation, “it should have 
done so before the elections” and “‘warned al! the voters 
of the conclusions we wouid draw from their vote.” And 
to ensure that his own message is clear, he added: “Ours 
is not a country without a Constitution and without law. 
Ours is not a country of whim and adventure.” 


Having become a cohabitationist, the former Elysee 
incumbent does not want the job he occupied to be 
devalued, even if he thinks that “the new team must be 
able to fully implement our recovery program without 
obstacles or pitfalls.” But he attaches importance to 
“France's dignity.” In its relations with foreign coun- 
tries, he does not want to see it represented in interna- 
tional meetings “by a two-headed monster” as during the 
first period of cohabitation. He therefore proposed a 
“code.” “Normally, in the major bodies, it is the presi- 
dent of the Republic,” he explained. “However, when it 
comes to meetings leading to decisions that have to be 
implemented by the government and approved by par- 
liament, the responsibility rests with the government.” 


For once, Philippe Seguin is fairly close to Giscard 
d’Estaing. On Radio Shalom on Tuesday, he explained 
that “basing everything on a theory about the enforced 
departure of the president of the Republic on a tidal 
wave that represents between 40 and 70 percent of the 
registered voters, is moving a little too quickly.” Simi- 
larly, those who were united in the fight against the 
Europe of Maastricht may disagree. Philippe de Villiers 
has written to the RPR and UDF chairmen to explain to 
them that last Susday’s vote “is a veritable no- 
confidence motion with regard to the president of the 
Republic.” He therefore asks them to unite all the new 
majority's deputies “immediately after the second 
round” for them to examine “the decisions it is appro- 
priate to make” if the president of the Republic himself 
does not act on the result of the parliamentary election. 


Will cohabitation be an opportunity for those elected on 
the “blue” surge of opinion to show the revanchist spirit 
on which Mr. Mitterrand is counting so much to lead the 
right to make a few fatal errors? If there is a desire to 
throw him off the mat, he could take advantage of his 
opponent’s movement to unbalance him and thus 
“counter” him, like a good practitioner of judo. 


Power Shift Toward Parliament Predicted 


PM 3003110493 Paris LE MONDE in French 
28-29 Mar 93 pp 1, 7 


[Jean-Marie Colombani article under the general 
headm, “Francois Mitterrand Learning To Cohabit 
With Overwhelming RPR-UDF Majority:” “General of 
a Dead Army?”’} 
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[Text] “I wall not let them cut my throat...” What a 
Strange fate for this man who has constantly portrayed 
his adversaries as fiends (often with some reason), while 
putting himself in the position of a man besieged, for 
lack of the ability to manage his own victories. His entire 
public life is therefore made up of rebounds, following a 
number of resounding nosedives, followed in turn by 
brilliant successes. 


But this time, in a final homily to his supporters on 
Wednesday—no doubt one day there will be other gov- 
ernments “of the Left,” but not with Francois Mitter- 
rand—the president spoke movingly, linking his final 
political struggle with the one he is waging “against 
himself,” that is, against his illness. As if, deep down, he 
had been waiting for this moment where, adopting a pose 
for History, he would be given the opportunity to stand 
alone against an alliance of adversity. devoting his final 
efforts, alone, to what he could have achieved with his 
supporters if only he had been able to take his opportu- 
nities: namely, breaking the Right. 


Because there is no doubt that the head of state is 
henceforth commanding a dead army—his army, which 
has largely failen victim to the country’s rejection of a 
system of power—his system. 


The Left, which has profited so widely from his straiegic 
views and then his generosi.y and his sense of friendship, 1s 
paying for the decline of Mitterrandism with its own decap- 
itation. How can it be denied that the country’s message, 
brutal as it was, was primarily addressed to the president? 


From this point of view, the only question remaining on 
the eve of the second round was whether the RPR-UDF 
[Rally for the Republic—Union for French Democracy] 
would or would not cross the threshold of 500 deputies, 
virtually transforming the new Assembly into a kind of 
enlarged Council of Paris, an enclosure within which the 
opposition (of the Left) could only have a walk-on part. 
As for the Socialists’ hoped-for “upsurge,” this cannot be 
more than marginal, not only because nothing has hap- 
pened between the two rounds to justify it—“Don't let 
us drown!” was the only audible message, while the 
Left's funeral rites were celebrated at the Elysee on 
Wednesday morning at the Beregovoy government's last 
cabinet meeting—but above all because it 1s politically 
impossible to swim, even a little way, against a current 
that has reduced to... 29 the number of constituencies 
where the total number of votes for the Left and the 
ecologists together cross the 50 percent barrier! 


In these conditions, all eves are turning toward the power 
struggles which are already in progress or are shortly to 
be engaged: These concern the president's fate and the 
new prime minister's room to maneuver. 


For Mr. Mitterrand, all that remains now 1s to defend the 
presidential function. If he wants to regain some room to 
maneuver and some kind of link, however small, with 
public opinion, so as to be in a position to play on the 
divisions within the Right when the time comes, he must 
without fail avoid being passed over in silence and 
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erased; on the contrary, he must mark out his territory. 
Helped—involuntarily—by his old accomplice Jacques 
Chirac, who noisily demanded his departure, he was able 
simultaneously to lend credence to the idea that he will 
have more than his proper part to play in the appoint- 
ment of a prime minister, and to force the RPR 
chairman to recognize the validity of his remaining in 
the Elysee. Mr. Mitterrand thus scored a point which will 
enable him to enter into the cohabitation without delay 
and as naturally as possible. Because once the cohabita- 
tion begins, there will cease to be a debate over his 
Staying on as head of state. And who else but Edouard 
Balladur could allow him to do that without friction? 


Two More “Cohabitations” 


Irrespective of the annoyance provoked in Mr. Mitterrand 
by a choice too much heralded beforehand, he knows very 
well that the former minister of state offers him the guar- 
antee of real civility and above all political clarity: The 
reality of the correlation of forces between the RPR and the 
UDF was in effect fully revealed as early as the first round, 
in favor of the Chirac side, which comfortably carried off 
the battle of the primaries; it is hard to see how the president 
can ignore this reality. So if the prime minister has to be 
chosen from the RPR, and since Jacques Chirac could 
hardly have made it clearer that he does not want to get 
stuck with it a third time, Edouard Balladur should logically 
succeed Pierre Beregovoy. 


It is then that two other “cohabitations” will begin: 
between the prime minister and his “elusive” Chamber 
on the one hand; between the Hotel Matignon [prime 
minister’s residence] and City Hall [Mayor Chirac’s 
office] on the other. Even De Gaulle had to fight against 
too strong a majority in June 1968, although it was 
elected under his own name. So it is possible to think 
that an overwhelming majority is inevitably not very 
reassuring. The narrowness of the majority (four votes) 
in 1986 forced the right to close ranks around Jacques 
Chirac, and he got away with merely raising the threat of 
constitutional weapons; with an abundant majority there 
is a risk that the center of gravity of power could shift 
from Matignon toward the Palais Bourbon [parliament]. 
To the extent that with a president who has been 
defeated and therefore weakened, and a government 
embarrassed by its own majority, the regime could take 
a surprising parliamentary turn, notably on the part of 
those who continue to evoke General de Gaulle. 


The second uncertainty concerns an even more unfa- 
miliar game: the one that is to be played out between the 
prime minister and the presidential election candidate— 
Jacques Chirac. The latter will thus continue the cam- 
paign he launched last January, and will thus be inclined 
to continue to make promises where the government 
should be making decisions, thereby testing the prime 
minister's character. Mr. Chirac, having put his own 
people at the helm, will also want to provoke an early 
presidential election. That can only happen after a crisis 
between the government and the president or between 
parliament and the president. City Hall is already 
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Studying scenarios likely to provoke such an outcome 
before the end of the fall, that is, before the government 
has used up its credit. 


Mr. Mitterrand has, however, issued a warning: He will 
not let them “cut his throat” without reacting, and above 
all without asking the public to bear witness. But help 
could come, more reliably than from the public, from all 
those who, within the moderate right, want to put 
themselves as quickly as possible in Jacques Chirac’s 
path, a path that seems so well marked out. Mr. Mitter- 
rand, a weakened president but still president, having 
said good-bye to the left, will seek to help those on the 
right who will be best able to bar the path to the Elysee 
for the mayor of Paris. 


Regime Condemns Fishermen's Seizure of UK 
Navy Vessel 


LD2903 165293 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1612 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Report by Paul Bromley, Gavin Cordon and Sian Clare, 
PRESS ASSOCIATION] 


[Text] The French Government today condemned its 
own fishermen for seizing a Royal Navy patro’ vessel 
and burning the ensign, and promised that action would 
be taken to prevent a repeat incident. 


The Fisheries Ministry was taking immediate steps to 
restore order, said Bernard Dorin, the country’s ambas- 
sador to Britain. 


He was summoned to the Foreign Office for a half-hour 
meeting in which Foreign Office Minister Tristan Garel- 
Jones voiced Britain's displeasure at the “fish wars” 
actions of the French seamen. 


Afterwards Mr. Dorin described the meeting as “very 
cordial and friendly”. 


Speaking outside the Foreign Office. he read out a 
prepared statement outlining the French Government's 
response to the confrontation. 


He said: “The French Government has condemned the 
fishermen’s unacceptable behaviour in this matter. The 
ministry which has responsibility for fisheries and the 
Merchant Navy has immediately taken steps to restore 
order. 


“As for what was done to the British ensign is concerned, 
whatever the circumstances and motives, we condemn 
such action. 


“The French authorities will do everything necessary to 
ensure that such incidents are not repeated”. 


The meeting followed weekend clashes in which French 
fishermen seized the Royal Navy patrol vessel HMS 
Blazer on a goodwill mission in Cherbourg, and also 
abducted three naval officers when they boarded the 
trawler La Calypso off the Channel Islands. 
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Trawlers Head for Home Ports 


AU3003 120493 Paris AFP in English 1111 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


[Text] Cherbourg, France, March 30 (AFP)}—The 43- 
trawler French fleet which negotiated a cooling-off 
period with rival British fishermen in Guernsey over- 
night headed back to home ports on Tuesday amid signs 
that tensions had eased. 


“Relations with the Channel Island fishermen have 
become very, very friendly,” said Christian Leblond, 
head of a fishermen’s survival committee when he 
returned here from the Saint Peter Port parley. 


He asserted that the 1992 Britain-France fishing agree- 
ment, which each side is interpreting d’*‘Yerently, had 
been “negotiated behind the backs of the fishermen by 
French and English technocrats.” It was up to those 
technocrats to come up with a solution so that calm 
could be restored, Leblond said. 


“It 1s the last time we shall put up with such things,” he 
warned, saying that if further attempts were made to inspect 
French boats, their protests would be aimed at the British 
authorities and not at Channel Island fellow fishermen. 
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Police in Cherbourg were keeping a discreet watch on car 
ferry arrivals from Britain. 


Aircraft Carrier Clemenceau Heads for Adriatic 


LD2603150293 Belgrade TANJUG in English 
1421 GMT 26 Mar 93 


[Text] Paris, March 26 (TANJUG)—French aircraft 
carrier Clemenceau on Friday sailed out of Toulon and 
headed for the Adriatic to replace a squadron which is to 
return to France, Paris military sources have said. 


The Clemenceau, escorted by one antisubmarine and 
one anti-aircraft frigate, was in its first mission in the 
Adriatic early this year. It stayed there for a month and 
a half and then returned to its port of departure for 
“technical reasons”. 


The aim of the French mission in the Adriatic is to 
ensure protection for the 4,800-strong French contingent 
in the United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) 
in the former Yugoslavia, Paris military sources said. 


The sources did not rule out the possibility that aircraft 
from the Clemenceau might participate, should the UN 
Security Council adopt a resolution on the enforcement 
of a no-fly zone over Bosnia-Herzegovina. 
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Scalfaro Summons Spadolini, Napolitano for 30 Mar 


L.D2903175693 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
1740 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Text] President of the Republic Scalfaro has summoned 
President of the Senate Giovanni Spadolini and 
Chamber of Deputies President Giorgio Napolitano for 
tomorrow morning [30 March]. 


Napolitano Says Upcoming Meeting ‘Normal’ 
LD2903203193 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
2010 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Text] | have been summoned for normal consultations 
by President Scalfaro, Giorgio Napolitano, president of 
the Chamber of Deputies, said regarding the meeting 
that he is to have tomorrow morning [30 March] with the 
head of state and the president of the Senate at the 
Quirinale Palace. Napolitano also denied that in a long 
meeting he had this evening with Occhetto [secretary of 
the Democratic Party of the Left] that he had talked 
about the government. 


In an interview with Milan, Italy [reference unknown], 
the president of the Chamber of Deputies said we are at 
a moment in time which could be liberating, the start of 
a new era of moral recovery, of political change, and 
institutional reforms. 


Amato Reportedly Will Not ‘Await’ Referendums 


93P20113A Rome RAI Uno Television Network 
in Italian 1800 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Excerpts] [Studio anchorman Paolo Frajese] Prime 
Minister Amato, speaking in Brescia, said that this is the 
time when everyone must assume their responsibility, 
and not after 18 April [date of referendum on e!ectoral 
reform]. The referendum, he added, will not resolve 
anything about the life of the government and decisions 
cannot be postponed. And certainly, he added, | will not 
stay to look on. Let’s link up with Brescia, where our 
colleague Castelli will talk to us about what Amato said. 


[Field reporter Enrico Castelli] Yes, the phrase that drew 
the audience's attention was exactly this: I will not stay 
here to await 18 April. If there is the possibility of 
strenghtening the government, Amato asked, why not do 
it before the referendum? From this comes his renewed 
invitation to the opposition, especially those judged by 
Amato to be more hesitant to assume their responsi- 
bility. The political picture has changed over the past 
nine months, said the prime minister. In the meantime, 
in Parliament an atmosphere of 8th September is 
growing, but the government is here to do, not be. 
[sentence as heard] Amato confirmed that he does not 
have a political career to protect. [passage omitted] 
Amato repeated that he will decide according to his own 
yardstick, and not that of others, especially since the 
corruption crisis seems to overwhelm the government's 
actions. At the end of the conference, Amato and DC 
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{Christian Democratic Party] Secretary [Mino] Marti- 
nazzoli, present here in Brescia, met in a side room; a 
meeting that lasted only a few minutes. Tense faces...at 
the end of the meeting there was no official statement. 


New Prime Minister Amato Goes To Meet With 
Scalfaro 


LD3003105993 Rome RAI Uno Television Network 
in Italian 1024 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Text] Prime Minister Amato has gone to the Quirinale 
Palace for a meeting with the president. This morning 
[President] Scalfaro met with the speakers of the Senate 
and the chamber of Deputies, Spadolini and Napolitano, 
while Amato received a delegation from the Italian 
Socialist Party, led by its secretary Benvenuto, at the 
Chigi Palace. 


Socialist Leader Says Amato ‘Resigning* 


LD3003114793 Rome RAI Uno Television Network 
in Italian 1122 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Text] Amato has finally taken the initiative. This was stated 
by Socialist leader Enrico Manca, concerning the meeting 
taking place in the Quirinale Palace between the prime 
minister and the head of state. Manca said that Amato 1s 
resigning in the belief that a four-party coalition governe- 
ment 1s no longer able to tackle the situation. 


Scalfaro Puts Off Decision on Government 


AU3003153693 Paris AFP in English 1508 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


[Text] Rome, March 30 (AFP)}—Prime Minister Guil- 
iano Amato reportedly offered to resign Tuesday [30 
March] to save the country’s disintegrating political 
system but President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro declined to 
take any immediate action. 


Although no specific details were released about the 
discussions Tuesday between Amato and Scalfaro, 
Socialist Party official Enrico Manca said before the 
meeting that the prime minister would ask the president 
to form a new government to tackle the country’s ever- 
widening corruption scandals. 


Amato “thinks that a government made up of just four 
parties is no longer in a position to deal with the 
situation,” Manca said after a meeting with the premier 
and Socialist Party leader Giorgio Benvenuto. 


A statement issued by Scalfaro’s office after his talks 
with Amato said the president would take action only at 
“the appropriate time.” 


Political sources said Scalfaro might try to “hold back 
the tide” by keeping Amato in office while waiting for 
political parties to form a broadened government. 
Amato's government is made up of Socialists, Christian 
Democrats, Liberals and Social-Democrats. 
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Scalfaro on Tuesday also met with the speaker of the 
lower house, Giorgio Napolitano and the Republican 
speaker of the Senate, Giovanni Spadolini. 


In a press release issued after that meeting the president 
called on Italians and political officials to have faith in 
government institutions “during a difficult moment that 
calls for everyone to feel responsable. 


“The government institutions cannot be put in question 
by pretentious voices and unfounded suspicions,” said 
Scalfaro. “Let us maintain calm in order not to increase 
the country’s difficulties.” 


Italy has been rocked by a vast scandal involving official 
bribery and illegal party financing on the one hand and 
links between politicians and organized crime. 


Finance Minister Under Investigation for 
Corruption 


AU3003 161893 Paris AFP in English 1610 GMT 
30 Mar 93 


[Text] Milan, Italy, March 30 (AFP)}—lItalian Finance Min- 
ister Franco Reviglio is under investigation for alleged 
corruption, legal sources said here Tuesday [30 March]. 
The enquiry, launched Tuesday, follows allegations that 
Reviglio was involved in corrupt practices when he was 
head of ENI, the Italian oil consortium. 


Democratic Socialist Party Leader Vizzini Resigns 


AU2903 154493 Paris AFP in English 1510 GMT 
29 Mar 93 


[Text] Rome, March 29 (AFP)}—Social-Democrat Party 
leader Carlo Vizzini resigned Monday [29 March] 
because of the party's rocky financial situation. 


“There's no money left to pay salaries, rents and tele- 
phone bills,” he wrote in his resignation letter. 


Vizzini, 46, is the fifth party chief to resign in recent 
months after his counterparts for the Socialist, Repub- 
lican and Liberal parties stepped down after coming 
under investigation in Italy's spiralling corruption 
scandal and the Christian Democrat Party leader 
resigned over election setbacks. 


Electoral Reformist Mario Christian 
Segni Quits 


AU2903 183193 Paris AFP in English 1757 GMT 
29 Mar 93 


[Text] Rome, March 29 (AFP)}—Mario Segni, the Chris- 
tian Democrat who has spearheaded efforts to reform 
Italy's volatile electoral system, quit the party Monday 
[29 March], saying he had lost hope that the scandal- 
plagued grouping could be reformed from the inside. 


Segni, 54, son of former President Antonio Segni, made 
the announcement at a press conference called the day 
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after former Prime Minister and past Christian Demo- 
cratic leader Giulio Andreott: came under investigation 
for alleged links to the Mafia. 


“The dramatic escalation of the crisis, notably these last 
few days, has convinced me that efforts to reform the 
party from inside are hopeless,” Segni said in a letter to 
Christian Democratic leader Mino Martinazzoli, a copy 
of which was made available at the press conference. 


“I consider my political experience in the (Christian 
Democratic Party) definitively ended,” he said. 


Segni has been pressing since April 1992 for a radical 
overhaul of the Christian Democrats and the country’s 
proportional voting system, which favors smaller parties 
and has contributed to the instability of Italian Govern- 
ment. 


He was the driving force behind the organization of a 
referendum, scheduled for April 18, on introducing a 
majority voting system for the lower house of parliament. 


Earlier Tuesday [23 March] the Senate announced that 
an ad hoc panel would meet Tuesday to consider lifting 
the immunity of Andreotti, who is a senator. 


The Senate announced Monday that a 23-member panel 
would hear the request from judges in Palermo, Sicily, to 
allow Andreotti, who was prime minister seven times, to 
face charges that he had dealings with the Mafia. 


A formal investigation was also announced this weekend 
against Antonio Gava, president of the Christian Dem- 
ocrats’ parliamentary group, for alleged involvement in 
organized crime in Naples. 


Vatican Says Crisis Worse Than After World War II 


AU 2903155593 Paris AFP in English 1535 GMT 
29 Mar 93 


[Text] Vatican City, March 29 (AFP)}—Italy ts going 
through a crisis “more dangerous in certain respects than 
that at the end of World War Two”, said the Vatican 
Monday [29 March]. 


In a statement issued after a meeting of the Holy See's 
permanent council, the Italian bishops declared their 
country needed “a thorough clean-out of the political 
establishment, with the retirement of those who have 
failed in their duty.” 


The statement followed this weekend's announcement 
that prosecutors were investigating ex-Prime Minister 
Giuliano Andreotti, who led seven coalition govern- 
ments, for links with the mafia. The accusation capped a 
long-running political scandal that has shaken Italy, 
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disgracing numerous past and present cabinet muinis- 
ters—including Andreotti’s socialist predecessor, ex- 
Prime Minister Bettino Craxi. 


Expressing their “deep concern for the country’s grave 
problems,” the bishops went on to say that “in times of 
distress, Christians must not yield to defeatism nor 
resignation, but should recognise the signs of a new 
world being born.” 


Bishop Dionigi Tettamanzi spoke of his personal 
“dismay” that Andreotti, a leader of the Christian Dem- 
ocrat party and a pillar of the political establishment, 
was under investigation. The bishop stressed that the 
charges had not yet been proved. 


Colombo Defends Policy on Bosnia, Osimo 
Renegotiation 


PM 3003112493 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
28-29 Mar 93 p 16 


[Giorgio Cecchetti report: “Bosnia: Colombo Defends 
Himself: “Our Policy Is Right"’} 


[Text] Venice—“I have never uttered the phrase: The 
borders are untouchable whatever happens'”—Foreign 
Minister Emilio Colombo pointed out yesterday [27 
March]. as he wound up the first geopolitical meeting in 
Venice, during which particular attention was paid to 
analyzing the consequences of the Balkans crisis. “The 
borders are no longer regulated by the treaty of Osimo. 
since the law accomplishes its purpose the moment it 
comes into force. If there is a majority in parliament 
which feels it 1s necessary to raise the issue of modifying 
the borders, and our interlocutor agrees, then this would 
be done in accordance with the Helsinki accords,” 
Colombo added, answering one of those taking part in 
the debate. 


The minister, however, firmly denied that the current 
renegotiation of the treaty with Slovenia and Croatia can 
take any border modification into account. The foreign 
minister did explain, however, that negotiations are 
going on with both the new states of former Yugoslavia 
over the problem of suitable compensation for Italian 
refugees from Istria, the restitution of property to exiles. 
and the return of former owners. But Colombo has 
critics within his own party: DC [Christian Democratic 
Party] Senator Lucio Toth also asked him yesterday, on 
a polemical note, why work should not start immediately 
on reviewing and renegotiating the borders. 


In his speech, the foreign minister went on to reject 
criticism from those who accuse Italy of absenteeism in 
its international role and inconsistency in its foreign 
policy. “NATO and the EEC,” Colombo revealed, “have 
always been the framework, freely chosen by us, within 
which Italian foreign policy has been pursued without 
being subordinate to other countries, although in an 
alliance there is always a certain amount of influencing.” 
He judged much criticism to be superficial, although he 
admitted that over Yugoslavia “certain mistakes have 
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undoubtedly been made which can be laid at the door of 
those who thought the former situation could be recre- 
ated” and of a community Europe “which felt like a 
castle inhabited by ghosts. where each member rediscov- 
ered its former inclinations, some in favor of Croatia, 
some in favor of Serbia. some in favor of unity.” 


Neither did the foreign minister spare the new U.S. Presi- 
dent. “There is great hypocrisy.” lie stated. “in yesterday's 
pacifists who today want to send the troops in. Even 
President Clinton, who spent his entire electoral campaign 
against Bush reproaching him for not intervening in Yugo- 
slavia, stopped once he had been elected because he knew 
that the use of force would never be accepted. And if that is 
true of the United States. it 1s also true of Europe.” Finally. 
Colombo welcomed the initiative to publish the new quar- 
terly magazine LIMES which. to celebrate its first edition, 
organized the Venice meetings. 


General Carlo Jean, military adviser to former President of 
the Republic Francesco Cossiga. also spoke about the mag- 
azine. The high-ranking officer stressed that “it should not 
Strike anyone as strange that LIMES 1s being created in 
cooperation with French scholars.” “Both in the Balkans 
and in Eastern Europe. but also in the Mediterranean.” he 
explained. “very marked geopolitical convergence between 
Itahan and French interests 1s taking place. The situation 1s 
completely different from that prevailing at the end of the 
1800's and in the early 1900's. due not so much to the 
collapse of the bipolar world, as to the weight of a unified 
Germany which must be balanced by the balanced construc- 
tion of a united Europe.” 


De Benedetti Defends Olivetti's Loan Request 


93ES04974A Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
16 Mar 93 p Il 


[Interview with Carlo De Benedetti. president of the 
Olivetti group. by Salvatore Tropea. place and date not 
given: “I Am Betting on the Italy That Is Changing.”] 


[Text] De Benedetti is strengthening the Olivetti company 
of the future 


Turin—"“The reasons for this operation are first of all 
corporate because. at a time when a magazine like the 
ECONOMIST asks what the future might hold for 
number one IBM, it is easy to imagine that the same 
question might also be asked about Olivetti. Therefore. 
we must be ready with the answer and. if possible. 
anticipate it...” 


Carlo De Benedetti starts off with technical motives. so 
to speak. but he is perfectly aware that his reasoning. 
although justifiable on financial grounds. leads straight 
to the effect that a decision like the one taken yesterday 
by Olivetti’s Board of Directors will have on the Italian 
scene, devastated by the kickback scandals. loaded with 
political uncertainties. and economically discredited in 
the eyes of the world. 
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“Technically,” he explains, “this operation was not even 
necessary for a company like Olivetti that has a little less 
than a trillion lire in debts and 2.4 trillion in assets.” For 
this very reason his decision 1s a gamble, a strategic move 
that goes beyond the admittedly difficult international 
situation of the computer industry. 


[Tropea}] Let us start with the corporate motivations, 
that at least in this instance is not out of tune with those 
of the country. Who, then, Engineer De Benedetti, are 
your message's addressees” 


[De Benedetti} First of all, Olivetts’s umportant clients all 
over the world to whom we want to send a specific 
message, which is that a company that has eliminated its 
debts is not only here today but can also count on being 
here in the future. The same message is aimed at those 
who work in Olivetti and for Olivetti. At a time when, to 
employ an image from the sports world, the company has 
decided to place a supercharger on its engine, the man- 
agers should know this and prepare to do the same. If the 
company makes a leap in quality, management must do 
so as well. | do not mean by this that so far management 
has not functioned. It 1s not that. The fact is that if we do 
something extra, beyond what 1s sirictly necessary, man- 
agement, and employees must also do that something 
extra. 


[Tropea} So far, we are talking about the relationship 
between Olivetti and its world, internal as well as 
external. And the country of Italy? Where does 11 fit into 
this scenano” 


[De Benedetti] Precisely because Olivetti is the most 
multinational of the large Italian industries, it not only 
has to answer questions from its foreign clients about its 
decisions over the next three to five years, but it must 
also say what it thinks about the country, about what will 


happen in Italy. 
[Tropea] And what will happen in Italy’ 


[De Benedetti} Let us say that Italy today is ridding itself 
of a system that kept it from growing. But these are 
words, politicians words, while the important foreign 
operators need proof. We are providing this proof and 
we hope it also has a positive effect on the domestic 
scene. In short, it 1s a confidence building operation for 
the man in the street, for the worried and troubled 
Italians... 


[Tropea] International clients, management, the 
country, and its system in a shambles: but is there not 
perhaps something personal also, almost an old fash- 
1oned desire to challenge, in this move by Olivetti? 


[De Benedetti} I cannot deny it. The first of May will be 
the fifteenth anniversary of my arrival at Olivetti. Well, 
when | arrived, we proceeded to increase our capital 
from 60 to 100 billion lire, and we negotiated a loan from 
Mediobanca [Financial Credit Bank] for another 100 
billion. When we completed the operation, Olivetti had 
debts of 1.5 trillion lire and the same amount of sales. 
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After today’s operation, Olivetti has almost no debt, 
almost 3 trillion lire in assets, and sales of more than 8 
trillion lire. | ask whether more courage was needed then 
or now. 


[Tropea] And the answer? 


[De Benedett:] | am convinced that more courage was 
required then. 


[Tropea] The choice of timing: was it fortuitous or 
carefully thought out? And how much might have influ- 
enced Olivetti’s desire to prepare itself to take advantage 
of privatization, even internationally” 


[De Benedetti] Our operation was conceived and devel- 
oped over the past four to five months. We started from 
the premise that between 1991 and 1992 we had carried 
out a profound reorganization that cost a trillion lire and 
a reduction of a third of the work force, and we reached 
the conclusion that three guarantees were necessary for a 
new takeoff: efficiency of management, operation of the 
firm with 30 percent fewer employees, and improvement 
in the market. Nothing else motivated our choice. The 
money 1s money that will stay with Olivetti. 


[Tropea] Who have you informed of the operation” 


[De Benedetti] Governor of the Bank of Italy Ciampi 
and Minister of the Treasury Barucci. Today (read 
yesterday, editor's note), | will report to the institutions. 


[Tropea] How much did Italy of the kickback scandals 
weigh in Olivetti’s decision” 


[De Benedetti} Italy of the kickback scandals, not at all. 
Italy that is changing. a great deal. That 1s, the feeling 
that the country 1s mdding itself of a burden that for a 
long time had been holding it back, and slowing it, and 


perhaps actually stopping its growth. 


[Tropea] Do you think that anyone will follow your 
example” 


[De Benedetti] As in 1978, we envisioned a recovery of 
Italian industry and we bet on it, so now we hope that 
our action will create confidence. It is like shouting 
loudly that we believe it, and we back 1m up with 900 
billion lire, that 1s, with practical actions and not just 
empty rhetoric. 


[Tropea] Would you have done this two years ago” 


[De Benedetti] No, | would not have done it. Today 1s 
different. Italy is no longer a dark cavern without an exit, 
but resembles rather a tunnel with scattered rubble, at 
the end of which a light can be seen. 


[Tropea] And you believe that your impression 1s shared 
by other Italian entrepreneurs, at a time when many of 
them are up against the judges of the Clean Hands 
investigation” 
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[De Benedetti] | have the impression that the entrepre- 
neurial world is experiencing the fear-of-change syn- 
drome. As far as | am concerned, I do not know what will 
come afterward, but | know what was here before. It was 
as though we were in a diving suit with the air hose 
blocked and we were sinking. Now, the diving suit has 
burst, and we are all in the water. Certainly, the water is 
cold, some do not know how to swim and will drown, but 
many can swim and will be saved. 


[Tropea] When will they come to the surface? 


[De Benedetti] When we have liberated ourselves from a 
public economy whose anomalous character 1s visible to 
all. I mean liberation not in an ideological sense but the 
freeing of repressed energies. This must come about by 
our becoming aware of the necessity to adapt to the free 
market, in a country where the free market practically no 
longer exists. Paradoxically. the kickback scandals will 
recreate the market. That, it seems to me, is unarguable. 


[Tropea] Do you think that your act of faith will have 
any imitators in the short term” 


[De Benedetti] I do not know. I hope so, even if it 1s not 
up to me to motivate them. It 1s true that the way out of 
a situation like the one that our country 1s in is by means 
of great investment efforts. Italy 1s a country that must 
be rebuilt, and the role of the entrepreneur in that is 
crucial. Today we are in a phase of transition. We need 
a charge of confidence to restart the motor. I do not want 
to create illusions, therefore, I insist on saying that the 
road will not be downhill and 1s anything but smooth. 
But what counts 1s that it is no longer a dead end street. 


Secret Service Chief Departs; Services’ Role 
Examined 


PM 2603085093 Milan IL GIORNALE in Italian 24 
Mar 93 p 7 


[Andrea Pucci report: “Changing the Guard in the Secret 
Service” 


[Text] Rome—Ambassador Paolo Fulci no longer heads 
the secret service executive committee [CESIS— 
Executive Committee for the Intelligence and Security 
Services}. As IL GIORNALE anticipated, Fulci has been 
sent to New York to represent Italy at the United 
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Nations. With the exit of this diplomat, who was 
received yesterday at the Quirinale [presidential palace] 
by Oscar Luigi Scalfaro, his seat in the structure for the 
coordination of civil and military intelligence remains 
vacant: a vacuum which could be filled in today’s cabinet 
meeting, when his successor’s name may arise. In recent 
days there have been leaks concerning possible appoin- 
tees to lead CESIS, a body which the government appar- 
ently intends to strengthen in order to ensure effective 
coordination among the 007°s. Names circulated include 
that of present Police Chief Vincenzo Parisi, who in the 
past has acquired a lot of experience in this sector after 
being director of the SISDE [Democratic Intelligence 
and Security Service) for years. Apart from Parisi, 
another candidate tc lead CESIS could be former Cara- 
binieri Commande: in Chief Antonio Viesti. who passed 
over the Carabinieri reins to General Luigi Federici on 9 
March. 


When the government gave Viesti his marching o: 
confirmed that he would not be “retiring.” Index 

was earmarked for another prestigious office, such as 
head of UNFDAC [United Nations Fund for Drug 
Abuse Control] in Vienna, the UN antidrug agency. 
which Viesti rejected however. “Out of a job.” the 
general might now take the seat which was Fulci's. 


While the spotlights are still on the Palazzo Chig: [gov- 
ernment seat]. there has been discussion about the Secret 
Services’ role in Palazzo San Macuto [parliamentary 
commissions seat], where the prime minister yesterday 
addressed members of the committee which controls the 
activities of SISMI [Military Intelligence and Security 
Service] and SISDE. Giuliano Amato's hearing centered 
around the request put forward by a Venice lawyer to 
summon Admiral Fulvio Martini within the framework 
of the trial currently in progress concerning a presumed 
traffic of military hardware toward Iran. Martini. who is 
“being investigated™ by Judge Felice Casson in the 
“Gladio case,” is government adviser on security mat- 
ters. Amato reserved the right to express his judgment on 
the former SISMI chief's position. From the tone of his 
speech, however, it appears that Amato has already 
decided to confirm his confidence in the “sailor.” 


Today it will be SISMI chief Cesare Pucci’s turn: he wil! 
talk about the resurgence of Islamic terrorism. (endall) 
24 mar st/ironton/m! 26/1023z mar WC 451 
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Politicians’ Reactions to French Elections Cited 


LD2903191193 Madrid RNE International in Spanish 
1300 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Text] Spanish Foreign Minister Javier Solana said today 
that the defeat of the Socialists in the legislative elections 
held in France will have no significant repercussions in 
Spain. The Spanish foreign minister added that after the 
victory of the center right in France, there should be no 
concerns regarding bilateral relations or European construc- 
tion. 


The French election results have given rise to satisfac- 
tion for the Spanish Popular Party. In the opinion of its 
president, Jose Maria Aznar, the French people have put 
an end to the Socialist government which, as in Spain, 
has ended up by offering a sad balance of unemployment 
and generalized corruption, he said. 


For his part Julio Anguita, coordinator general of United 
Left, described the French election results as absolutely 
logical and said that they are the fruit of conservative 
political action by the Socialists. 


Corcuera Claims ‘Political Battle’ With ETA Won 


PM 2903093093 Barcelona LA VANGUARDIA 
in Spanish 16 Mar 93 p 11 


{Unattributed report: “Corcuera Believes Society Has 
Won the Political Battle With ETA”)} 


[Text] Madrid—Interior Minister Jose Luis Corcuera yes- 
terday [15 March] sought to banish the antiterrorist struggle 
and the problem of rehabilitation from the political debate; 
the government will carry on, as at present “and without 
emergencies, because this is not to be an electoral topic,” 
and he justified that attitude by stating that “democratic 
society has defeated ETA politically.” 


With this statement, made at the end of the meeting he held 
with the signatories of the antiterrorist pact, Corcuera took 
issue with some comments about the possibility that the 
government will attempt a negotiated solution to terrorism 
$0 as to present it as an electoral asset. He also referred to 
divergences that have arisen concerning rehabilitation, a 
subject that occupied a large part of the meeting, in which 
mostly the PP [People’s Party] criticized the attitude of the 
PNV [Basque Nationalist Party] and the PSOE [Spanish 
Socialist Workers’ Party]. 


Nevertheless, the minister attached little importance to 
these divergences because, he maintained, they are all in 
agreement on the Ajuria Enea [residence of chief min- 
ister of Basque autonomous government] pact. The party 
representatives took the same line as they showed their 
desire to observe the agreement which establishes that 
they are not in favor of action to rehabilitate terrorists 
until ETA abandons violence and institutes a unilateral 
“truce” with no time limit. 


Corcuera stressed that “we are going along the road that 
we must, without undue emergencies that would lead us 
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to make mustakes,” and he added that “we all want 
violence to vanish as soon as possible but there is no 
need to rush or do things badly.” 


For the minister, this debate “is artificial and there will be 
plenty of time to tackle it when there is a genuine end to 
violence”; and he thinks it is the result of the mistrust that 
arises at times between the parties and the government, “but 
there is no reason for it because” —he asserted—“the gov- 
ernment has fulfilled all its undertakings.” 


Jaime Mayor Oreja, PP chairman in the Basque country, 
Stated at the end of the meeting that, in order to avoid 
this kind of argument, “it is indispensable that there 
should be a greater degree of trust and information on 
the part of the government toward the opposition,” since 
he considers it a “tragedy” that when political activity 
improves, “there is a greater capacity for confrontation 
between democratic forces.’ The Justice Minister 
assured the meeting that the majority of ETA members 
arrested are in favor of an end to the armed struggle, 
although he considers it is not the moment for speeding 
up rehabilitation because the gang has not expressly 
renounced violence. 


At the press conference following the meeting, Corcuera 
emphasized that “for some time ETA has not been 
politically what it was years ago,” since “today we 
cannot place ETA at the center of the political debate 
because democratic society has defeated ETA politi- 
cally.” However, he pointed out that although, in recent 
months, the terrorist organization has seen its opera- 
tional capacity weakened through political pressure, “the 
terrorist gang can still commit outrages.” 


As to the possibility that a network exists that is 
attempting once more to extort protection money, the 
minister said there may be some indication that it 1s 
trying to levy protection money again. “Very often this 
occurs just for show,” Corcuera said, because “sending a 
letter does not demonstrate that they are in the same 
situation as before they dismantled the network that 
collected the protection money”. 


Only yesterday, the government delegate in the Basque 
country, Jose Antonio Aguiriano, stated in Vitoria that 
this rumor exists although he reckons that if there really 
was another network, “the efficiency of the security 
forces could help to abort it.” 


The minister also announced that at present ETA has 
available only an operational tearn that has been 
detected in Guipuzcoa and a few activists in Madrid. 


The meeting also discussed the influence a possible 
political change in France might have on the antiterrorist 
struggle. The government representatives expressed their 
conviction that the collaboration is strong and sure, 
regardless of who wins the coming elections. 
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PSOE, UGT Agree on ‘Partial’ Pacts To Reduce 
Tension 

PM2903094093 Barcelona LA VANGUARDIA 

in Spanish 16 Mar 93 p 9 


[Rosa Paz report: “PSOE and UGT Leaders Agree To 
Reduce Social Tension With Partial Pacts”] 


[Text] Madrid—The leaders of the PSOE [Spanish 
Socialist Workers’ Party] and the UGT [General 
Workers’ Union] yesterday [15 March] undertook, in the 
course of a meeting held at the union headquarters, to 
negotiate partial agreements on social policy, which 
would help to “take the heat out” of ihe climate Spain is 
currently enduring; the party was represented by Alfonso 
Guerra, Jose Maria Benegas, Francisco Fernandez 
Marugan, and Edoardo Martin Toval and the union by 
Nicolas Redondo, Apolinar Rodriguez, Jose Maria 
Zufiaur, and Emilio Castro. 


The meeting, which lasted two and a half hours and was 
the follow-up to the one held at PSOE headquarters on 
30 September, proceeded in an atmosphere of “trust” 
and “sincerity,” according to the subsequent account by 
both the assistant secretary general of the PSOE and the 
secretary general of the UGT. Guerra and Redondo, 
moreover, described it as “positive” and acknowledged 
that there had been “meetings of minds,” for example in 
the analysis of the economic situation, although not on 
solutions to it. 


This atmosphere was no doubt due in part to the fact that 
the Socialists have not put down w the Senate any 
amendments to the strike bill which had not been 
previously agreed on with the unions, and that yesterday 
they renewed their undertaking that the text of the law 
would emerge “as it stands” from its passage through 
parliament, in spite of pressures from the employers and 
the opinion of some sectors of the government. In fact 
Redondo, always sparing with his praise, declared him- 
self “satisfied” with the “performance of the Socialist 
Group in upholding and guaranteeing the agreement,” 
although he stated that he will not feel easy “until the law 
is published in the Official State Bulletin.” 


The climate of the meeting, which was requested by the 
PSOE in order to achieve a rapprochement with the 
unions and keep its traditional electorate before the 
elections, allowed a change of tone in the statements of 
the trade unionist who, even though he again asked for a 
change in economic policy and said that without it any 
overall social pact was unthinkable, avoided ny outright 
condemnation of the government. 


Despite these attitudes, there were divergences of 
emphasis in Guerra’s and Redondo’s expositions. While 
the PSOE number two asserted that the UGT is ready to 
generate a trust that would allow of a “social cooling 
off,” through partial agreements, the trade union leader 
made it clear that the heat stems from the existence of 3 
million unemployed and another 3 million seasonal 
workers and from the “economic morass” and that social 
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peace depends on the government adopting progressive 
measures in tune with workers’ demands. 


Nevertheless, Redondo specified that, although the UGT 
did not undertake yesterday to curb social unrest, a “certain 
social calm, so lacking in this country” will be created in so 
far as partial agreements are being reached, which the union 
has always sought and which are possible now because of the 
change in attitude of the PSOE. He said that the party 
delegation also undertook to use its “good offices” with the 
government so that negotiations of the intersectorial com- 
mittees might produce agreements. 


Redondo was adamant in his refusal to “negotiate” the 
electoral program of the PSOE, after the latter requesied 
the union's participation in drawing it up “in the open.” 
The documents they have drawn up with the union 
proposals will be sent to the PSOE, “as well as to all the 
rest,” to see if they take them on board. Nevertheless, he 
stated that if any party “whoever it may be™ includes 100 
percent of union proposals in its manifesto, the UGT 
will not waver in its attitude and will noi ask people to 
vote for that political force or for any other. 


Employers’ Organization Responds to Government 
Criticism 


PM2603084893 Madrid YA in Spanish 18 Mar 93 p § 


[Unattributed report: “Spanish Confederation of 
Employers Organizations Faces Up to Government” } 


[Text] Madrid—The Spanish Confederation of 
Employers Organizations (CEOE) leadership yesterday 
[17 March] reacted harshly and vigorously to the recent 
aspersions against the employers’ organization by mem- 
bers of the government, and unhesitatingly accused the 
Socialist government of “being prepared to use the most 
irresponsible methods in order to stay in power.” 


Following a meeting held Tuesday [16 March], the 
CEOE Executive Committee, headed by Jose Maria 
Cuevas, decided to release a six-point communique in 
reply to the statements by the prime minister, who last 
week accused the employers’ organization of “represent- 
ing political and not professional interests.” This accu- 
sation was followed by others leveled at intervals by 
members of the government and the Socialist Party, 
including Narcis Serra, Alfonso Guerra, Eduardo Martin 
Toval, and Minister of Public Works Jose Borrell. 


In the communique, released yesterday, the CEOE 
expresses its “concern” ai the “campaign of attacks and 
aspersions which prominent members of the PSOE 
[Spanish Socialist Workers Party] and the government 
have begun against enterprises and business leaders. a 
campaign which always coincides with the beginning of 
preelection periods.” 


The CEOE “firmly rejects” this campaign of “intimida- 
tion of the social interlocutors, which is trying to use 
them as a weapon with respect to the coming election.” 
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while calling for an end to it. After reiterating the 
Socialist Party's fxation with power, the CEOE asserts 
that this political stance is being maintained, “even at 
the cost of disparaging enterprises and deepening the 
demoralization into which the Spanish business commu- 
nity has been plunged.” 


To the government's accusations about the employers’ 
organization's lack of representativeness, its Executive 
Committee replies emphatically that its legitimacy is 
endorsed by various organizations which bring together 
virtually all areas of activity and territories of Spain. “To 
deny the CEOE’s representativeness now is a maneuver 
which is as belated as it is clumsy and self-interested,” 
the communique adds. 


After recalling the attitude—“constantly responsible and 
cooperative with the authorities’—reflected in the 
signing of agreements and pacts with trade unions and 
governments of various kinds over the past 15 years, the 
CEOE points out that it expressed its opinion and 
asserted its legitimate rights only “when it was flagrantly 
sidelined or expelled from the negotiating tables, as 
happened with the bill on trade union supervision of 
contracts or the trade union strike bill.” 


To the same effect, the communique adds that the 
CEOE, which “has always given the plans and projects 
put forward by the government in the socioeconomic 
sphere a margin of confidence,” has expressed its criti- 
cisms only “when the government has noi carried out its 
own plans, as happened recently with the convergence 
program or the prime minister's statements about his 
intention to amend the strike bill.” 


This specifically refers to the recent controversy caused 
by alleged disclosures to Cuevas by Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Narcis Serra about his opposition and that of 
Gonzalez himself to the text of the strike bill, a point 
which was revealed by the employers’ organization's 
chairman and denied by Serra. 


The CEOE also reserves a comment for the statements 
by members of the government and the PSOE leader- 
ship, accusing the employers’ organization of being in 
harmony with the People’s Party. “The CEOE,” the note 
states, “aware that it comprises a diverse business com- 
munity, has always refrained from making political 
recommendations or calling on the electorate to decide 
in a particular way.” However, the CEOE is obliged to 
examine the “socioeconomic proposals of public interest 
and to inform employers which are the most effective for 
the general interest of the economy and enterprises, 
performing, when appropriate. a task of criticism of 
government activity.” 


Right to Criticize 


To this effect, the employers’ organization's Executive 
Committee asseris its right to criticize government activity, 
while acknowledging the right of other social or political 
agents “to express opinions opposed to the CEOE’s conduct, 
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but it believes that it 1s a dangerous dynamic to deny others 
legitimacy, merely for expressing views not in keeping with 
the government's wishes.” 


Poll Shows Peopie’s Party Ahead of Socialists 
PM 3003132293 Madrid YA in Spanish 21 Mar 93 p 3 


{(Unattributed report: “People’s Party Leads Spanish 
Socialist Workers Party by 2 Percent™] 


[Text] Madrid—According to an opinion poll conducted 
by Gallup exclusively for YA, the People’s Party would 
have won the general election if it had been called 
between 8 February and 26 February. For the first time 
in its history, the People’s Parity has over 6 million votes, 
totaling 34.5 percent of valid votes and leading the PSOE 
{Spanish Socialist Workers Party] by 2.3 percent. 


In fact, the People’s Party retained in February 4.6 
million of the 5.3 million votes which it won in 1989, 
while attracting in this latest poll 799,000 abstaining 
voters, 126,000 right-wing regionalist party voters, 
59,000 new voters, and, above all, 593,000 voters who 
voted for the Socialists in the last general election. 


It is that direct switch from the Socialist Party to the 
People’s Party which could unbalance the situation: The 
PSOE’s losing 593,000 voters to the People’s Party—its 
direct rival in the electoral c »..cest—means a lead by the 
latter party over the ruling party of 1.186.000 votes for 
this reason alone. 


Similarly, the reverse switch (from the People’s Party to 
the PSOE) also operates, although much more weakly in 
this case (64,000 votes), so that the balance in favor of 
Aznar’s party is 529,000 votes, and the real gap between 
the two parties through the direct switch of votes is 
1,058,000. 


PSOE and Abstention 


Whether this is the new preelection situation cannot be 
confirmed until Gallup, using the same techniques, pro- 
vides the results of the corning March and April polls. In 
any event, the essential factor in the PSOE’s decline 
should be deemed to lie in the shift to abstention by 
2,111,000 of its former voters. 


The fact that this is how matters stood for the ruling 
party in February does not mean that this situation will 
remain unchanged; ii could even be logical that, in the 
absence of an election being called and in view of the 
impact which any action by the People’s Party has on the 
news media, the PSOE’s 1989 voters may be those least 
prepared to express their voting intentions right now. 


It would be another matter if those 2.1 million votes 
were divided among the other parties, since their 
recovery would be insufficient for the Socialists to 
achieve, so 10 speak, normal results. 


Nevertheless, the People’s Party could improve its 
results if the progression observed since last summer 
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continues. While the Socialists are gradually losing votes, 
the People’s Party has risen from 27.3 percent of 
intended votes in July 1992 to 34.5 percent in February 
of this year. That is, it has improved its election pros- 
pects by 7 percent in seven months. 


Electoral Decline 

The PSOE represents the other side of the coin. Between 
July 1992 and February, 1t has lost 2 percent; 7 percent, 
if the October 1989 general election is taken as the 
reference point. According to the data in the Gallup poll 
conducted last month, the campaign of public meetings 
staged by Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez during Jan- 
uary and February has not served to curb the Socialist 
electoral decline. While the November poll put the PSOE 
at 33.7 percent, in February it stood, as has already been 
mentioned, at 32.2 percent. 


The United Left coalition is also down on November's poll. 
While it reached its ceiling with 15 percent in that month, 
three months later it loses 2 percent and scores 12.9 percent. 
which represents its best electoral prospects since 1989, 
when it won 9.1 percent of the votes cast. 
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For its part, the Democratic and Social Center (CDS) 
does not succeed in msing above 3 percent; the per- 
centage at which it has stayed since last July. While it 
stood at 3.8 percent in that month, it falls to 3.4 percent 
now, in February. 


United Left and Convergence and Union, Arbiters of 
Electoral Scene 


The poll results foreshadow difficulties in governing 
following the next general election, and make the United 
Left and Convergence and Union (Ci) arbiters of the 
future electoral scene. The People’s Party lead (34.5 
percent) over the PSOE (32.2 percent) is not sufficient to 
outstrip the support which the current ruling party could 
secure from the United Left (12.9 percent) or even CiU 
(4.5 percent). The party led by Aznar does not exceed the 
PSOE’s and the United Left's combined intended votes. 
even if it succeeded in winning the support of CiU or the 
CDS. In that event, the center right coalition would 
stand at 42.4 percent, as against the 45.1 percent of 
intended vo.es for the Socialists and the United Left. 
The coalition between these two forces must surt..ount 
the obstacie of the economic policy, which is rejected 
outright by [United Left coordinator] Anguita. 
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Government Expresses Support for Yeltsin 


LD2!03152793 Bern Swiss Radio International 
in English 1500 GMT 21 Mar 93 


[Text] The Swiss Government have also come out in 
support of Mr. Yeltsin. A government spokesman in the 
federal capital, Bern, said Switzerland considered the 
continuation of Mr. Yeltsin’s reform to be essential. He 
added that Mr. Yeltsin was one of Russia’s few demo- 
cratically elected leaders. 


Continuation of Yeltsin Reforms ‘Essential’ 


LD2203092993 Bern Swiss Radio International 
in English 0900 GMT 22 Mar 93 


[Text] The Swiss Foreign Minister, Rene Felber, has 
expressed serious concern over the political situation in 
Russia. Mr. Felber said there was risk of tension building 
up in street demonstrations encouraged by former com- 
munists. He also expressed concern about possible 
action by the Army. 


A government spokesman in the federal capital, Bern, 
said Switzerland considered the continuation of Mr. 
Yeltsin's reforms to be essential. 


Firms Accused of Supplying Iraq’s Nuclear 
Program 


LD2403115193 Bern Swiss Radio International 
in English 1100 GMT 24 Mar 93 


[Text] Swiss firms have been accused of supplying key 
parts for Iraq’s nuclear program during the 1980s. 


German-language Swiss television says a secret report by 
United Nations weapons inspectors shows that nearly 
one fifth of 600 key parts came from Switzerland. They 
included components which could be used to produce 
enriched uranium and make nuclear arms parts. 


However, a Swiss Government official said the material 
had been exported to Iraq before the invasion of Kuwait 
in 1990 and there was therefore no legal reason for Swiss 
authorities to ban exports to Iraq. 


The International Atomic Energy Agency said it was in 
contact with the Swiss authorities over the issue but a 
government spokesman said there had been no official 
discussions. 
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Felber’s Last Senate Address; European 
Integration Approved 

LD1703174393 Bern > iss Radio International 
in English 1700 GMT 17 Mar 93 


[Text] The Swiss Senate has given initial approval to the 
government’s stance on European integration and its 
plans to stimulate the economy. 


The out-going foreign minister, Rene Felber, said in his 
last speech in the Senate that the government's aim was 
to prevent isolation from Europe despite voters’ rejec- 
tion in December of the European Economic Area. 


Parliament Agrees To Reduce Army By One Third 


LD1803094793 Bern Swiss Radio International 
in English 0900 GMT 18 Mar 93 


[Text] The Swiss Parliament has given the go-ahead for 
the Army to be reduced by a third over the next two 
years. The House of Representatives unanimously 
passed a law cutting the number of soldiers to 400,000 by 
1995. The Senate has already adopted the legislation. 
Under the project soldiers will retire at 42, eight years 
earlier than at present. 


Government Tries To Block Campaign on New 
Plane Purchase 


LD2203113993 Bern Swiss Radio International 
in English 1100 GMT 22 Mar 93 


[Text] The Swiss Government has officially launched its 
campaign to defeat an initiative which seeks to block the 
purchase of a new generation of fighter plane. The 
defense minister, Kaspar Villiger, the transport minister, 
Adolf Ogi, and the economics minister, Jean-Pascal 
Delamuraz, all spoke out against the initiative at a news 
conference in Bern. Mr. Villiger said the entire armed 
forces could lose their credibility if the initiative was 
approved in a referendum in June. Mr. Ogi said there 
were no appropriate alternatives to the F/A-18 warplane 
which the government plans to buy. He also stressed that 
Switzerland needed the modern defenses, particularly 
when war was continuing close to its frontiers. 


The initiative would ban the purchase of 34 F/A-18 
planes and impose a moratorium on buying other fighter 
planes until the year 2000. 
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Denmark 


e peeees Fiscal ‘Crisis’ Imperils Copenhagen 
Ai 


* Agreement Said Unfulfilled 


93ENO246A Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 4 Mar 93 p 7 


{Article by Christian Brondum: “Island in Deep Crisis”] 


[Text] Agreement broken: The Faeroes have broken 
agreements to bring order into their social administra- 
tion, says Social Affairs Minister Karen Jespersen. 


Beginning | July, the government will make good on a 
month-old threat to turn its social subsidy to the Faeroes 
into a bloc subsidy. 


That means that the Faeroes will have a fixed annual 
subsidy to cover expenses for social pensions and cash 
assistance. Up until now the Danish state has refunded a 
percentage of these expenses. By turning the expenses 
into a bloc grant, taxpayez: on the Faeroes and not 
Danish taxpayers will pay if, in the future, Faeroese pay 
out illegal or improper social subsidies to their citizens. 


At the moment the Danish state pays approximately 20 
million kroner each month as reimbursement for social 
pensions and cash assistance to the Faeroes. In 1992 that 
sum was 235 million kroner. 


In addition to those social reimbursements, in 1993 the 
State will pay a bloc subsidy of 552 million kroner. 


Social Affairs Minister Karen Jespersen said yesterday 
that the new accountants’ audit of the Faeroes’ social 
administration is such an alarming one that the minister 
has taken steps to “change the economic rules of the 
game immediately.” 


According to the minister, the Faeroese Government has 
not honored promises it made to the Conservative- 
Liberal government in November of last year to ensure 
orderly conditions in the administration of social affairs. 


Furthermore the errors the audit has revealed are far 
more serious than the Social Affairs Ministry was previ- 
ously aware of. 


So as early as 17 March, the Faeroese Government will 
come up with its comments on the very critical auditors’ 
report. And at the same time the minister has decided to 
turn the social affairs rermbursements into a bloc sub- 
sidy. 


One month ago, when the government made an agree- 
ment about an additional loan of 350 million kroner to 
the Faeroes. Prime Minister Poul Nyrup Rasmussen was 
assured by the Faeroes that they accepted the notion of 
turning the rermbursement method into a bloc grant. 


Already there was broad political acceptance of the idea 
at that time 
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Meeting on New Credit 


In addition to the loans to Faeroese banks and the legal and 
illegal payments to public coffers on the Faeroes, members 
of Danish credit associations must prepare themselves for 
the possibility that they will have to write off the debts of 
crisis-ridden Faeroese fish filleting plants. 


Credit associations with balances due in Faeroese compa- 
nies met yesterday to discuss the fishing industry's huge 
debt. A decision on the issue of the Faeroese fishing indus- 
try’s debt is expected at a later meeting at the earliest. 


* Welfare System in Disorder 


93EN0246B Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 4 Mar 93 p 7 


[Article by Louise Fleischer: “Social System on Verge of 
Collapse”’] 


[Text] Auditor's criticism: The computer system used by 
the Faeroese Social Affairs Administration is so open that 
anybody can pay out money to anybody else without its 
being discovered. 


On the nights of !6 and 19 November of last year, 
persons unknown got into the Faeroese Social Affairs 
Administration, Almannastovan, in Torshavn. 


They got into the computer system by using staff pass- 
words and later had money paid to social clients and 
other persons. 


After this event, steps were taken for the first time to 
change all passwords. 


But security precautions are still being greatly criticized, 
and the Social Affairs Administration has no checks on 
who is paying money to whom. 


According to a new report from the Faeroese National 
Auditing Office, the Faeroese social system is almost 
disintegrating. 


For example, at the Social Affairs Administration the 
daily subsistance division uses computer equipment on 
which staff can pay out what they like without being 
caught because they are all using the same user name and 
the same password. And so, according to the auditor, it is 
“not subsequently possible to state who initiated a given 
transaction.” 


Doubtful Payments 


To a great extent the Faeroese Social Affairs Adminis- 
tration has invented its own rules. In several places the 
National Auditor's Office writes that many payments 
have been illegal or doubtful. And the administration has 
made payments according to regulations which were not 
approved by the Faeroese Government. 


Such as the case of one Faeroes man who applied for a 
pension, which for almost two years came in a second 
account, and received twice what he really ought to have 
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had. Or then there were the pensioners who received 
supplementary payments for children and extra subsi- 
dies for television licenses and payment for household 
goods. 


A major share of all Faeroese were able to get money 
from the social coffer. The Social Affairs Administration 
worked with neither the tax authorities nor file checkers, 
and that made it possible for people with large incomes 
and assets to receive public funds, much as others 
received subsistence pay even if the only documentation 
of their need was a poorly filled in doctor’s certificate. 


Caseworkers paid out money without writing down why and 
how much. According to the report, the records and archives 
at the Social Affairs Administration are in such poor con- 
dition that in several areas the National Auditing Office has 
completely given up carrying out audits. As the auditors 
wrote: “In several instances, the auditors have had to 
observe that not even the caseworkers involved were subse- 
quently able to give a detailed accounting of the calculations 
which had been made.” 


* Faeroese Prime Minister (. omments 


93EN0246C Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 6 Mar 93 p 2 


[Article by Christian Holm: “Faeroes Want More 
Time”} 


[Text] Subsidy: The Faeroese need more time to reorganize 
its Social Affairs Administration than Denmark is willing to 
give. That is indefensible, the prime minister believes. 


More waste in the Faeroese Social Affairs Administra- 
tion. That could be the result if the reimbursement of 
social payments is turned into a bloc subsidy as early as 
July, as the Danish Government wishes. So says Marita 
Petersen, the Faeroes’ Social Democratic prime min- 
ister. She says it is unrealistic to believe that matters in 
the administration can be cleaned up that quickly. 


“I doubt whether we can be ready to change the reim- 
bursement into a bloc subsidy in a reasonable fashion as 
early as | July. It might be reasonable to do it as of | 
January 1994,” she said. 


The Danish Government wants to have the change made 
in the wake of a highly critical report from the Faeroese 
National Auditing Office which revealed that the 
Faeroese Social Affairs Administration was completely 
out of control. 


Marita Petersen believes that there has to be an investi- 
gation into what needs to be done to ensure that social 
resources can be administered in an orderly fashion 
before the change can take place. For example, whether 
more staff are needed or whether a change in the 
administration's structure would solve the problems. 
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* Optimism Over Oil Finds 
93EN0246D Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 7 Mar 93 p 10 


{Article from RITZAUS Bureau: “Major Oil Find Near 
Faeroes”’] 


[Text] The economy: A committee is now working to prepare 
proposals for which regulations and requirements the Faeroes 
will impose on those international oil companies which 
receive permission to look for oil beneath the Faeroes. 


The Faeroes have postponed a meeting on billions in oil 
[revenues] which was supposed to have taken place in 
London on Monday between the British and a Danish- 
Faeroese negotiating delegation. 


The cancellation came at precisely the same time as 
British Petroleum was confirming that just 13.5 nautical 
miles from the Faeroese fishing limits, they, together 
with Shell, have begun to drill in a located oil source 
which at today’s prices could produce upwards of 50 
billion kroner. 


According to rumors, the meeting in London, where the 
agenda consisted of the highly sensitive issue of where 
the boundary in the sea between Great Britain and the 
Faeroes should be drawn, was cancelled owing to 
internal disagreements within the Danish-Faeroese nego- 
tiating delegation. 


According to Prime Minister Marita Petersen, canceling the 
meeting for the time being was found to be the right thing to 
do, since internally Denmark and the Faeroes disagree over 
what positions should be put before the British. 


The discovery of oil so close to the Faeroes’ fishing limit 
means that it is almost certain that there is also oi! within 
the Faeroese area. 


The interest ai international oil firms in getting permis- 
sion to get under way with geological surveys in the 
Faeroes is great. 


As early as this summer it is expected that the Faeroese 
Government will give the green light for the first surveys. 


Finland 


* Editorial: Koivisto Late in Acting on Economy 


93EN0219C Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT 
in Finnish 23 Feb 93 p 9 


[Editorial excerpted from Mikkeli LANSI-SAVO by 
HELSINGIN SANOMAT under the rubric “Other 
Papers”: “Smash Shot Hit the Net”] 


[Text] In keeping with his promises, President Mauno 
Koivisto has begun to actively participate in the eco- 
nomic policy debate in Finland. 
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On Sunday [21 February] the Mikkeli LANSI-SAVO 
surmised that the president’s active participation may be 
due to his frustration over the fact that people in Finland 
do not yet really realize how serious the economic crisis 
is, nor the dangers in connection with it. But the news- 
paper asks whether Koivisto should have pricked up his 
ears earlier. 


“Now there is a danger that the president is beginning to 
shake himself up too late. As the crisis worsens, 
Koivisto’s own prestige has declined, which can also be 
seen in the results of the opinion polls on the presidential 
race. He may no longer be able to convince people—nor 
international observers either—-when they very incor- 
rectly forecast the evolution of the value of the markka in 
the fall. 


“In volleyball terms we might say a smash shot hit the 
net as a result of the ill-timed effort.” 


In the paper's opinion, Koivisto could have “hammered 
realization of the seriousness of the crisis—the lack of 
which irritates him now—into citizens’ heads through 
public appearances.” 


LANSI-SAVO points out that Finns, the opposition 
parties, and the labor union movement would be ready 
to listen to and respect Koivisto’s views. 


* Study Group Proposes Defense Reorganization 


93EN0220A Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 13 Feb 93 p 7 


[Unattributed article: “Conscripts’ Period of Service 
May Be Shortened to Half a Year; Officers Training 
School Will Probably Be Lengthened to a Year" 


[Text] [no place-name as published] STT—The Military 
Service Improvement Committee has proposed a system 
that is divided into combat, support, and security troops. 
The committee proposes flexibility for the term of ser- 
vice, and some conscripts could even do their stints in 
six months. Officers’ term of service would be length- 
ened to a year. At present their time in the Army lasts 
eight, nine and one-half, or 11 months. The committee 
was appointed by Defense Minister Elisabeth Rehn. 


The committee’s latest report was reported on MTV's 
{commercial television channel] “News at 10” on Friday 
evening [12 February]. 


The Improvement Committee ends up with a three- 
echelon systern. The basic assumption is, however, that 
all conscripts are soldiers and they would all get combat 
training. In the committee's opinion, all that has to be 
done is to find a job for each of them that is suitable for 
him. 


There would be no more Class A and Class B men, rather 
the goal is to see to it that as many men as possible spend 
time in the Army. 
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The committee asserts that soldiers’ motivation dies 
after basic training. To retain their interest, it proposes 
that advanced training be staggered so that it would 
gradually further the objective. 


* Daily Comments on Ideas To Change Draft 
System 


93EN0220B Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 16 Feb 93 p 2 


[Editorial: “Leaner But Meaner”] 


[Text] In the future Finland, too, will have to examine its 
defense system based on compulsory military service. 
The premise on which it is based, that every Finnish 
male has both the obligation and the right to obtain 
military training, is no longer completely indisputable. 


About 30,000 men annually enter military service. How- 
ever, from 6 to 7 percent of every group of new arrivals 
are returned to civilian life. There are all kinds of reasons 
for this, most often social in nature. Those who complete 
their tour of duty wear the gray uniform of the Army for 
at least eight and at most |! months. Those who serve 
longest are trained in leadership duties or work with 
complicated weapons and weapon systems. 


In the Swedish Armed Forces, for example. they have 
begun to apply the principle of “leaner but meaner.” 
This means that a smaller number of men than before 
complete their military service, but they are of higher 
quality in terms of level [of training] and weaponry. 


In Finland, however, we still operate on the assumption 
that a small nation must have a really large reserve force. 
Over a million Finnish men have received military 
training. This group forms the entire reserve force. If a 
serious situation arises, that is, in the event of mobiliza- 
tion, Finland plans to put 530,000 men into the field 
[The military] think that this will be a significant deter- 
rent. If we want to continue to think along these lines. we 
cannot expect conscripts to have high IQ’s and to be 
motivated. But, with the development of weapons tech- 
nology, this way of posing the question is permissible. 
too. 


There are no meaningful tasks for conscripts on navy 
missile carriers. The types of armored weapons. which 
have been beefed up with really big arms purchases. are 
sorely in need of professionals. But in spite of this. even 
battle tank crews are assembled solely trom among 
conscripts. The just recently introduced Crotale antiatr- 
craft missiles are also in principle weapons intended for 
use by professionals. 


The communications media and the newspapers 
demand that the users be substantially prepared to tire 
them. Less ordinary “cannon fodder” and more con- 


scripts highly qualified in terms of Knowledge and skills 
are needed. 
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Hardly anyone is seriously suggesting that compulsory 
military service be abandoned. Finland, on the other 
hand, can under no circumstances afford a big profes- 
sional army. However, an armed forces elite composed 
of professional soldiers and well-trained reservists would 
be much stronger than what we at present have. This is 
just what Sweden, among others, is aiming for. 


However, Finland's economic situation is not leading 
development in this direction at all, quite the contrary. 
Enlisted men, for example, are being discharged, despite 
the fact that more of them in particular are needed. 


At the latest, the decision on EC [membership] and the 
security policy lines to be adopted in connection with it 
will also force Finland into a critical debate on compul- 
sory military service. We do not want to enter into such 
a debate yet, but at least the following questions will 
have to be answered before long: 


Is Finland going to maintain a deterrent in which no one 
seriously believes? Would reduced training of conscripts 
result in savings with which more effective weaponry 
could be procured? Should conscripts be divided into 
groups, one of which would receive only a few months of 
basic training? Is serving in the Armed Forces any longer 
as important to our modern society in terms of being a 
good citizen and assuming joint responsibility [for 
defense] as it is thought to be? 


* New Method for Deciding Arms Export Sales 


93ENO219E Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 18 Feb 93 p § 


{Article by Jarkko Sipila: “Foreign Ministry Has Three 
Different Lists of Arms Export Countries; Black, Gray, 
and White Lists Decide to Which Countries Arms May 
Be Exported From Finland”’] 


[Text] At the end of last year the Foreign Ministry began 
to keep lists of countries to which arms are exported. 
Both so-called black and white lists are in use. In 
practice, whether arms may be exported to the country in 
question is decided on the basis of these lists. 


Before this, the ministry always used to issue case- 
by-case statements for each export permit application. 


Up to now, the Foreign Ministry has denied the exist- 
ence of different lists. 


The permission of the Council of State or the Defense 
Ministry is required to export defense materials. The 
Foreign Ministry statement often plays an important 
role in Ceciding on an export permit. 


“All Countries Today Have Lists of Countries” 


Defense materials are, for example, military weapons, 
grenade launchers, missiles, mines, explosives, and suit- 
able gunpowders. 
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“All countries today have lists of countries,” embassy 
adviser Ari Tasanen of the Foreign Ministry said. “The 
lists serve as an aid for officials,” he went on. 


According to Tasanen, the listing of countries, which was 
begun at the end of the year, is an experiment. He 
described the first lists as rough drafts. A list published 
as being reliable may be changed daily. 


According to the Foreign Ministry export monitoring 
team, “foreign and international policy viewpoints” play 
a decisive role in drawing up the lists. 


Black List Is Based on UN Export Ban 


A country on which the UN Security Council has 
imposed an arms export ban gets on a black or so-called 
negative list. 


A country in which war 1s clearly in progress or in which 
disturbances arise 1s also placed on the black list. Under 
no circumstances is a permit granted to export arms to, 
for example. Iraq or the countries of former Yugoslav 
territory. 


On the other hand, a permit to export to countries on the 
white or positive list can be nearly automatically 
obtained. These countries are the Western countries, or 
in practice the OECD countries. “We trust these coun- 
tries,” Tasanen said. 


Not all countries are by any means listed on the black 
and white lists, rather there is a so-called gray area 
between them. The Foreign Minisiry still issues case- 
by-case statements for export permit applications aimed 
at these countries. 


Russia, the Baltic countries, both Koreas, India, Cyprus, 
Taiwan, and most of the Arab countries, for example. are 
such “gray” countries. 


“The monitoring of exports involves an incredibly exten- 
sive range of products. It is concentrated not only on 
arms, but also high technology, dual-use products 
employed in the production of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, and other items,” embassy adviser Tasanen said. 


According to him, every Western country has invested in 
the monitoring of exports over the past few years. 
Finland is a member of several export-monitoring teams. 
for example, the so-called Australia team, which moni- 
tors missile technology. 


The purpose of the white or so-called positive list is to 
make things easier for and speed up the bureaucracy in 
connection with export permits. For example. the Inte- 
rior Ministry, which decides on export permits for 
weapons used for sport. no longer has to get a statement 
from the Foreign Ministry for shotgun cartridges to be 
exported to Sweden. 


“Export businesses are sometimes impatient with the 
slowness of the processing of permits, and with good 
reason too,”’ said chief inspector Matti Havumaki of the 
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Interior Ministry. ““Thanks to the new system, the pro- 
cessing of permit applications is speeded up.” 


Chief inspector Havumaki of the Interior Ministry said 
that a particularly large number of permits for the 
exporting of hunting and target-shooting weapons to the 
Baltic countries are applied for. 


““However, how many weapons are actually exported to 
them is another matter. Since there is a shortage of hard 
currency in those countries.” 


— Secretary Wihtol on Hornet Offset-Buy 


93EN0219D Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 23 Feb 93 p 2 


{Unattributed article: “Six Hundred Million in Recip- 
rocal Purchases Approved for Hornet Fighter Deal") 


[Text] Tampere (STT)}—So far 600 million markkas in 
reciprocal purchases have been approved for the Hornet 
fighter deal. Since new contracts worth 200 million 
markkas will be approved at the Reciprocal Purchase 
Committee’s next meeting in March, the total amount 
will come to about 800 million markkas. 


The Reciprocal Purchase Committee, which is recording 
the purchases, does not yet consider the situation to be 
alarming, although these past few weeks domestic 
industry has criticized the Americans for their reluctance 
to agree to reciprocal purchases. 


The original price of the fighters, over 10 billion mark- 
kas, would require an average of 25 million markkas a 
week in reciprocal purchases. Changes ip currency 
exchange rates are raising the target to ever higher 
figures, calculated in markkas. 


Secretary of State Ake Wihtol, Reciprocal Purchase 
Committee chairman, said that reciprocal purchases 
always get off to a slow start. It takes a while for the firms 
or agencies obligated to make reciprocal purchases to 
establish the proper contacts. 


“It is still too early to say at this time that a lag has been 
produced concerning the reciprocal purchases. At the 
start everything certainly went off quite normally. The 
situation can be examined more closely next fall.” 


Two billion markkas worth of reciprocal sales are accu- 
mulating for Valmet's aircraft industry production. 
Valmet manufactures some parts for fighters and assem- 
bles aircraft. The value of the labor involved will be 
entered as reciprocal sales after 1995, when [Valmet] 
begins to assemble fighters. 


Wihtol did, however, admit that U.S. markets are more 
difficult for Finns than European markets. 
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About 10 Reciprocal Purchases 


According to Wihtol, reciprocal purchase agreements 
entered into with European countries have been favor- 
ably implemented. Finland has concluded about 10 
reciprocal purchase agreements. The biggest of the old 
reciprocal purchases was the Hawk agreement with 
England. Finland has also insisted on reciprocal pur- 
chases when procuring missiles and radars. 


The reciprocal purchase agreement with the U.S. firm 
McDonnell Douglas was signed in the spring of 1992. It 
runs for a term of 10 years. Fifty percent of the total 
target number of reciprocal purchases should be effected 
by the middle of that period. The price of the fighters 
and the value of the reciprocal purchases is agreed on in 
dollars. The reciprocal purchase orders that have been 
approved so far are mostly for metal, electrical, and 
electronics industry products. The total amount is com- 
posed of fairly small sales. Valmet’s Redigo Trainer 
Aircraft Division, the Wartsila power plant, and Ahl- 
strom’s Boiler Division are participating in the larger 
contracts. 


The Reciprocal Purchase Committee is officially 
referred to as the Compensation Committee. As of the 
beginning of February, administrative control over it 1s 
to be transferred from the Defense Ministry to the Trade 
and Industry Ministry. 


 ameael Interprets Record Poll Support for 
93ENO219B Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 23 Feb 93 p 2 


[Editorial: “SDP Gaining Ground, but...”’} 


[Text] According to the latest HELSINGIN SANOMAT- 
Gallup poll, support for the Social Democrats was 28.5 
percent in January-February, a record high. A magical 
figure under the circumstances in Finland, the 30- 
percent mark does not seem to be far off in light of these 
figures. We would imagine that now if ever the external 
conditions for developing support for the SDP [Social 
Democratic Party] are ideal. The party is being kept in 
the opposition at a time when the country’s affairs are 
increasingly going in the worst way and major unemploy- 
ment 1s approaching the half-million mark. 


Actually, we may wonder why the increase in support for 
the SDP has been fairly modest in spite of this. In other 
polls it has not even risen above the 27 percent it had in 
last fall’s local elections. On the other hand, in Sweden 
support for the Social Democrats, who are in the oppo- 
sition, has jumped from just 20 percentage points to 
close to 50 percent. 


Here in Finland support for nearly all of the parties 
seems to remain very stable between elections from 
month to month and even from year to year. Any 
fluctuations that appear are often more random or due to 
the mechanics of the polls than real. Last month political 
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commentators were hard put to find valid explanations 
for the result of the Economic Survey poll, namely. that 
the Conservative Party had overtaken support for the 
Center Party, which was clearly declining. The recent 
HELSINGIN SANOMAT-Gallup poll did not register 
any such development. In the opinion of its respondents, 
the Center Party is clearly ahead of the Conservative 
Party and the decline in support for it has stopped. The 
government parties are pretty much holding their own. 


The stability of support for the parties may be an 
indication that voters are not at this point thinking about 
new elections, nor do they believe that our economic 
problems will be eased by them. SDP hopes for a support 
figure of 30 percent may very well tumble for the time 
being due to a new chairman crisis, which ts beginning to 
inevitably loom ahead. 


Norway 


Government ‘Gives Conditional Support’ to Yeltsin 


93P201094 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 22 
Mar 93 p 4 


[Article by Aslak Bonde: “Norway Supports Yeltsin, But 
Not Unconditionally™} 


[Excerpt] Norway gives conditional support to Yeltsin 
and stresses the need for international support for 
democratization. The Norwegian authorities are not 
beating about the bush as to whom they support in the 
struggle for power going on between President Yeltsin 
and the Russian national legislature. Their support for 
Yeltsin's decision to introduce direct presidential rule is. 
however, conditional: 


“It 1s of the utmost importance that these measures are 
short-lived and are executed with full respect for human 
rights and freedom of the press, as the president himself 
has said,” reads a press statement from Foreign Minister 
Thorvald Stoltenberg. The statement also notes that it 1s 
unclear how the decision would affect the process of 
democratization in Russia. [passage omitted] 


Sweden 


Prime Minister on Political Developments in 
Russia, France 


LD2903222893 Stockholm Radio Sweden in English 
2100 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Text] In Stockholm Swedish Conservative Prime Min- 
ister Carl Bildt has commented on the ongoing power 
Struggle in Moscow, saying it is important that the 
antireformists have not been able to topple Russian 
President Yeltsin. The Swedish prime minister adds that 
the most logical step would be for a new Russian 
congress to be elected. 


Commenting on the election victory of the nonsocialist 
parties in France. the Swedish prime minister insists that 
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this confirms the political trend in Europe away from 
socialism. He adds that the change in government in 
France should not have any effect on Sweden's applica- 
tion to join the European Community. Bildt claims he 
has close contact with prominent nonsocialist political 
leaders in France and that they are very positive towards 
Sweden's application. He also adds that he will travel to 
France soon for talks with the new government. 


* Nation's Dairy Subsidies Pose ‘Problem’ for EC 
93EN0252A Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 7 Mar 93 p § 


[Article by Thomas Michelsen: “Dairy Subsidy an 
Obstacle to EC Agreement™] 


[Excerpts] Dairy cows in Norrland are threatening to 
become the toughest issue in the coming EC negotia- 
tions. On the Swedish side, all agriculture north of the 
Dala River is at stake. At stake on the EC side are a 
number of principles included in the agricultural policy. 


One-seventh of our country’s milk cows are in Norrland. 
And milk production is the very basis of agriculture. 
Nearly all the farmland is used to grow feed for the cows. 
Without cows, to put it briefly, most of Norriand’s arable 
land would be overgrown with weeds. 


The EC problem has to do with subsidies for milk 
production. Swedish Government support for Nor- 
rland’s milk cows is several times larger than what ts 
allowed in the EC. 


The highest livestock subsidies in the EC amount to 
1.200 Swedish kronor. The combined subsidies for Nor- 
rland cows currently total from 5,000 to over 10,000 
kronor per cow and per year. [passage omitted] 


Sensitive Exemption 


But if, as a result of the negotiations, the EC were to 
make an exception and give Sweden permission to pay 
more to its farmers, other EC countries might also 
demand the right to do the same. The EC is very 
sensitive to the “contagious effects” of exemptions. If 
Sweden 1s successful in negotiating the nght to pay more. 
it 1s possible, for example, that the hill farmers in 
southern Europe will demand that they receive just as 
much. The EC wants to prevent that at all costs. 


The actual EC negotiations on agriculture have not yet 
begun. The parties are still busy mapping out coming 
problems. 


No Rapprochement 


But informed sources warn of the difficulties that will 
arise precisely on the subject of Norriand cows. The 
positions taken by the EC and by Sweden are extremely 
far apart. 
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This involves not only the size of the payments (1,200 
kronor as opposed to 10,000 kronor). It also involves 
principles governing the way in which subsidies can be 
paid. [passage omitted] 


Swedish farmers and authorities agree in considering it 
essential that most of the subsidy be paid in the form of 
a premium per liter of milk. It has to be made worth- 
while for a farmer to take better care of his cows so they 
will produce more milk. Otherwise there is no reason for 
a farmer to try to modernize and improve his operation. 
Agriculture would be in danger of becoming less efficient 
and increasingly dependent on subsidies. 


Increased Production 


But the EC is firmly opposed to letting money be paid 
per liter or kilogram of product. The reason is that doing 
so would encourage farmers to produce more, says the 
EC. And that ‘s just what the EC's policy is aimed at 
preventing by every available means. 


If the EC allowed the Swedes to pay a little extra to their 
dairy farmers in Norrland, it would probably do so on 
condition that the amount in question not be added to 
the price of milk. But if the entire amount—10,000 
kronor—were paid as an animal subsidy instead, the 
situation would become slightly absurd. In such a case, 
the farmer would be receiving more for his animal in 
annual subsidies than it was worth. [passage omitted] 


Norrland Will Die Without Dairy Cows 


The government and the Riksdag have agreed on the 
subject of state subsidies for Norrland’s farmers. Agri- 
culture must remain, otherwise the open cultivated strips 
in a rather monotonous forested landscape will be in 
danger. And above all, farmers are needed if any life is to 
remain in the rural areas. 


And if the rural areas are to remain populated, milk cows 
are a must. 


Two enterprising farmers in the Sundsvall district agree 
completely on that point. And that being the case, the 
price of milk, including the state price support, must not 
drop. Especially not in the long run. 


“It is not possible to reduce the price of milk. We just 
barely get by the way things are now,” says Torsten 
Larsson, a dairy farmer in Vattjom near Matfors outside 
Sundsvall. 


His farm is a little bigger and slightly more modern than 
the average in his county. It includes a large yellow house 
and a newly renovated red barn. It is thanks to his and 
Eivor’s 27 cows that the long valley is still cleared and 
cultivated. It consists partly of pasture for the cows and 
partly of fields where hay and grain are grown for use as 
winter feed for the cows. 
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Unprofitable Cultivation 


But in fact, it does not pay to grow grain this far north, 
says Torsten. But he will keep it up as long as his old 
combine-harvester holds out. 


Torsten and Eivor Larsson became farmers in 1985. 
Now they are about | million kronor in debi as a result 
of having renovated the barn and bought out Torsten's 
brothers and sisters. He now works 45 hectares of land, 
half of it leased. 


It is milk that provides a steady income on this farm, and 
the same is true on most Norrland farms. In this case, the 
family finances are also helped by the fact that Torsten 
can do outside work as well. He was a carpenter before 
he took over the farm from his father. And he still does 
carpenter work. 


As a result, it is mostly Eivor who takes care of the barn. 
That is the opposite of the situation on most dairy farms, 
where nowadays it is often the man who works with the 
animals. 


“I go out to the barn at 0530 hours to feed the animals. 
Then I go in the house for a while to see the children 
before school. Then I go back to the barn again to milk.” 
The same thing happens in the afternoon: Eivor divides 
the work into two parts so she can be with her family in 
the interval. 


“Much Pessimism” 


“There has been a lot of pessimism in the district. 
Especially a couple of years ago, when many young 
farmers gave up here in Angermaniand. They took 
redundancy pay.” 


The Larssons agree that if there is to be agriculture in 
Norrland, a Norrland subsidy more or less equal to what 
exists now is needed. If the animal subsidy is taken away 
up here, the boundary for agriculture can be drawn at 
Gavie. Then there will no longer be a Norrland, says 
Torsten. 


In Edsaker north of Timra, Rune Bergfors runs one of 
Norrland’s largest and most modern farms with 100 milk 
cows. 


Rune Bergfors is favorable to the EC. 


“But without the Norrland subsidy, things will go to 
hell,” he says. “In the long run, milk production will 
have to be at least as profitable as it is today.” 


Rune Bergfors has expanded his operation bit by bit. He 
started in 1951 with six cows and now has 100 cows in an 
ultramodern barn. It is the forest that has paid for most 
of the farm's expansion. 


He now runs the farm as a corporation with his three 
sons. He currently cultivates 140 hectares, half of it his 
own land and the other half leased. In the 1950's, there 
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Price Can Drop 


“And it is true that we could stand a slight drop in the 
price of milk,” says Rune Bergfors, “perhaps down to the 
Danish price level, which is 20 or 30 ore below the 
Swedish price. But the Norriand subsidy has to remain as 
it is now.” 


The agricultural unit of the country administrative 
board in Harnosand has just made a study of the 
profitability of milk production in the county. Its study 
shows that it is quite impossible to start out as a farmer 
today with a medium-size herd of cows. 


* Bank Chairman Dennis Defends High Interest 


93EN0253A Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 6 Mar 93 pC 1 


[Article by Johan Schuck: “Weak Krona an Obstacle to 
Lower Interest Rate”) 


[Text] The Bank of Sweden spent 20 billion kronor last 
week to support the krona. The declining value of the 
krona is the most serious obstacle to further reductions 
in the interest rate. In today’s situation, rapid and large 
cuts in the marginal rate would lead to a crisis of 
confidence that would quickly make new increases in the 


interest rate necessary. 


So says Bengt Dennis, chairman of the Bank of Sweden, 
who spoke at the Savings Bank of Sweden's meeting with 
its customers on Friday [5 March] afternoon. In his 
speech, he struck back at the criticism that has been 
directed at the Bank of Sweden's monetary policy from 
several quarters. 


“The effect on the Swedish economy of the monetary 
policy we have been pursuing is highly expansive,” 
Dennis claims. 


What he means is that interest levels are not the full 
story. The chairman of the Bank of Sweden emphasizes 
that instead, it is the combined effect of interest rates 
and exchange rates that matters. Tl. decline in the value 
of the krona has been so great that it is affecting demand 
more than interest rates are, he says. 


Dennis also rejects the oft-stated criticism that the Bank 
of Sweden has not provided the market with enough 
liquidity: 

“Few statements surprise me more. The supply of 


liquidity is sufficient and does not constitute a factor 
limiting economic growth.” 


According to the chairman of the Bank of Sweden, it is 
demand for credit that has been weak, while the supply is 
sufficient to permit no small degree of credit expansion. 
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The fact that lending capacity 1s unequally distributed 
among various banks 1s another matter. 


Long-Term 


Dennis also wants lower interest rates. He claims that 
opimion on that score 1s not divided. But from the Bank 
of Sweden's standpoint, a lower interest level must be 
sustainable, meaning that monetary policy must be 
based on long-term strategy. 


That is where Dennis sees the big difference between the 
Bank of Sweden and its critics. He says that the critics 
are either ignoring the risk of inflation or, in some cases, 
actually hoping that inflation will go higher. 


Confidence 


“Those that have gone the farthest have recommended 
interest rates of between 3 and 6 percent, while they 
themselves are assuming an inflation rate of from 6 to 7 
percent this year. Positive real interest raies no longer 
seem ‘2 be a self-evident feature of our economy. It 
seems that capital—after taxes and inflation—is not 
supposed to cost anything. Savers are apparently not 
supposed to receive any compensation,” says Dennis. 


He feels that the demand for faster cuts in the interest 
rate was one of the factors helping to force the krona 
exchange rate down until last Thursday. As long as it was 
considered probable that the Bank of Sweden would be 
forced to yield to the pressure, that expectation was 
helping to reduce confidence in the krona. 


Also behind the weakening of the krona, according to 
Dennis, is the fact that firms have been paying off their 
loans in foreign currency. Another contributing factor is 
that firms have postponed repatriation of their export 
earnings in the expectation that the krona would grow 
even weaker. There is also purely speculative activity 
against the krona, but the chairman of the Bank of 
Sweden feels that it has been of minor significance. 


Those suffering from the weaker krona, however, are the 
firms that still have outstanding loans in foreign cur- 
rency. Dennis draws attention in particular to the small 
and medium-size firms that have been exposed to major 
foreign exchange losses. That situation has had repercus- 
sions on the banks that have those firms as customers. A 
10-percent drop in the value of the krona causes the 
capital cover in certain banks to deteriorate noticeably, 
Dennis says. 


Stronger Exchange Rate 


Dennis is pleased with the results of the Bank of Swe- 
den’s intervention in support of the krona. He points out 
that the market's expectation of a large and rapid drop in 
interest rates has been wiped out since last Thursday. On 
the other hand, the krona exchange rate has risen by 3 
percent, and long-icrm interest rates have fallen. Even 
long-term mortgage rates have continued to fall. 
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Bengt Dennis emphasizes: “The Bank of Sweden's mea- 
sures have passed the reality test.” 


* Panel Urges More Independence for Central 


93EN0253B Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 6 Mar 93 p C 2 


[Article by Johan Schuck: “Liberate Bank of Sweden”’] 


[Text] Stipulate in the law that the Bank of Sweden is to 
safeguard the value of the currency. Along with that, 
remove the politicians from the bank's board of gover- 
nors. Increase the term of the board of governors to 
seven years. 


Those proposals are from the Commission on the Bank 
of Sweden, and their purpose is to increase the bank's 
independence. The reason is that a more independent 
Bank of Sweden, one that does not have to take political 
or other factors into account, will find it easier to combat 
inflation in a credible manner. And with credibility, the 
fight against inflation will not need to involve such high 
costs—in the form of high unemployment, for example. 


Bundesbank a Model 


A model for the Commission on the Bank of Sweden was 
Germany's Bundesbank, which combines strong inde- 
pendence with a legal obligation to work for price 
stability. The commission presents material indicating 
that countries whose central banks have a high degree of 
independence have so far been more successful in 
holding inflation down. 


The Bank of Sweden's independence has increased in 
recent years. One sign of this was the fact that its 
chairman was not replaced when the government 
changed in 1991. Under the terms of the current Law on 
the Bank of Sweden, which took effect in 1988, the 
chairman of the Bank of Sweden is appointed for a 
five-year term. He is a member of the Bank of Sweden's 
board of governors but does not represent a party. 


Ban Politicians 


The commission wants the Bank of Sweden to continue 
being an agency of the Riksdag. But at the same time, it 
wants to carry the bank's independence further, partly by 
also making the term served by the bank's board of 
governors separate from the Riksdag's three-year term. 
According to the proposal, the board of governors should 
be chosen for a seven-year period. Terms on the board 
would be on a revolving basis so that in principle, one 
new member would be chosen every year. 
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Under the current rules, a cabinet member cannot 
belong to the Bank of Sweden's board of governors, the 
purpose being to guarantee the bank's independence 
from the government. The commission wants to go 
considerably farther in this area, too, by making it a 
general rule that members of the Riksdag and other 
national politicians are banned from belonging to the 
board of governors. 


The Commission on the Bank of Sweden says that 
members of the board of governors should not be eligible 
for a second term. It is felt that this will make them less 
subject to various kinds of pressure—-for example, pres- 
sure to work for a less restrictive monetary policy. 


The chairman of the Bank of Sweden would continue to 
be appointed for a five-year term. One change, however, 
is that it would be almost impossible to remove him 
during his term. The commission feels that obvious 
mismanagement should be the only grounds for dis- 
missal. 


According to the commission, the Bank of Sweden's 
objective should be stipulated in the Law on the Bank of 
Sweden. The only goal of monetary policy is stated to be 
that of “safeguarding the value of the currency.” 
Defining that goal—for example, deciding how many 
percentage points constitute an acceptable price 
increase—will be the responsibility of the Bank of 
Sweden itself. 


But, the commission emphasizes, the Bank of Sweden 
must not be given any directives other than those con- 
tained in the law. For example, the minister of finance 
and the Riksdag’s finance committee must not give it 
instructions. On the other hand, consultations not 
binding it to decisions in a particular direction are 
permissible. 


Public Control Retained 


The commission feels, however, that the Riksdag’s con- 
trol over the Bank of Sweden should be retained. It is 
therefore recommending that the chairman of the Bank 
of Sweden appear before the Riksdag publicly on a 
regular basis to answer questions—for example, under 
the auspices of the finance committee. 


Supporting the proposals is the nonsocialist majority on 
the Commission on the Bank of Sweden, with chairman 
Lars Tobisson (Moderate Party) in the lead. The com- 
mission’s Social Democratic members have made a 
general reservation stating that for the time being, they 
do not wish to change the Bank of Sweden's position. But 
Jan Bergqvist, who represented the Social Democrats, 
does support the proposal that the chairman of the Bank 
of Sweden make public appearances before Riksdag 
committees to answer questions. 
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UK's Major Warns Kliridhis Not To Abandon Set 
of Ideas 


NC2803 103493 Nicosia O FILELEVTHEROS in Greek 
28 Mar 93 pp |, 4 


[Report by Stavros Angelidhis] 


[Excerpt] If you refuse to negotiate for a solution based 
on and within the framework of the set of ideas, then you 
will have to forget the United Nations and its involve- 
ment in the Cyprus issue. According to reliable O 
FILELEVTHEROS diplomatic sources, British Prime 
Minister John Major indirectly delivered this clear 
warning to President Glavkos Kliridhis during their 
meeting in London last Wednesday [24 March]. Our 
sources said: “Kliridhis clearly got the message.” 


Based on our information, the British Government 
made it clear that the British and the Security Council's 
interest, as well as the future of UNFICYP [UN Forces 
in Cyprus], depend entirely on whether the two sides 
prove they intend to promote a swift solution that is 
based on the latest Security Council resolution. 


Major stressed to the president that the set of ideas is the 
product of lengthy negotiations and serious efforts by the 
UN secretary general and the superpowers with both sides. 
He added that it impossible to abandon or make substantive 
changes to the set of ideas. While he appeared to show an 
“understanding” of Kliridhis’ concerns, he noted that only a 
few minor changes can be agreed upon. He said: li is 
important that the two sides show goodwill, because without 
it no settlement can work. 


Responding to our observation that the issue concerns 
not only the Greek side, but primarily Turkish Cypriot 
leader Rauf Denktas, who completely rejects the set of 
ideas, the diplomatic sources said: “Denktas also has a 
problem, and he will be forced to deal with it.” They 
explained that this is because the Security Council will 
not retract its resolutions. [passage omitted] 


Denktas Cited on ‘Procedure,’ ‘Timing’ of New 
York Talks 


TA2703 182293 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 
1630 GMT 27 Mar 93 


[Text] President Denktas has said that he is going to New 
York to discuss the procedure and timing of future 
negotiations, and that everyone realizes that the Turkish 
Cypriots do not want to be subjected to renewed pres- 
sure. He said: I told them that I can openly talk with 
them but that I do not have the authority to reach a 
decision or to accept a decision. They received this with 
understanding. Consequently, | am going to New York 
to discuss procedure and timing. 


Denktas said that the Turkish Cypriot Government and 
Assembly will discuss and decide who has the authority 
to reach a decision regarding this matter. 
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The president left North Cyprus for Istanbul a few 
minutes ago on his way to New York where he will 
attend a meeting with UN Secretary General Butrus- 
Ghali and Greek Cypriot leader Kliridhis. 


Al a news conference before he left the island, Denktas 
said: | am going with goodwill. I hope that in New York 
they will not subject me to pressures I wannot accept. 


Denktas pointed out that the information he received 
during the past two days has worried him, explaining: A 
movement has been started in New York according to which 
a joint statement will be issued at the end of this meeting, 
the date of the negotiations will be determined, and the 
negotiations will be based on the Butrus- Ghali set of ideas, 
about which both sides have great reservations. 


Denktas reiterated that he insists that the preparatory 
negotiations be held in Cyprus, adding: We insist on 
placing our principles on the table. There has been a lot 
of water under the bridge since the last meeting. For 
example, Kliridhis announced that he wants to change 
the document posited by Vasiliou extensively. Klinidhis 
said that this document cannot form the basis of the 
negotiations unless it is extensively changed. What are 
the changes Kliridhis wants? We do not know. We 
cannot act as if the Vasiliou document reflects the views 
of the Greek Cypriot side. 


The president recalled the UN secretary general's remarks 
that there is a great lack of trust between the two sides. 
Denktas said that Kliridhis wants extensive changes that 
will further increase this lack of trust. The Greek Cypriot 
side must declare its demands openly, he said. 


Denktas pointed out that the UN Security Council 
declaration says that the status quo in Cyprus is unac- 
ceptable. He stressed that the Cyprus probiem cannot be 
resolved unless the Greek Cypriots are told that they are 
not the legitimate government of the whole of Cyprus. 
Denktas said: We were forced to establish the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus because we are opposed to 
this unjust status quo. 


Asked to comment on the Greek Cypriot view that if 
expanded negotiations begin, then the Cyprus republic 
must participate in these talks as a concerned side, 
Denktas replied: For the negotiations to be expanded, 
the two sides in Cyprus must first reach an agreement on 
a framework that can lead to results. Otherwise, nothing 
will be gained from adding the two guarantors to the 
negotiations. Having other countries participate in addi- 
tion to those two will further complicate the issue. 


Denktas stressed that the Turkish Cypriots will not 
accept the participation of a body called the Government 
of the Cyprus Republic in the negotiations. Nor will 
Turkey accept such a thing, he said, adding: Greek 
Cypriot efforts to this end will be in vain. This would 
increase the existing lack of trust and eliminate the 
chances of an agreement. 
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RTP Secretary General Denies Links With KGB 


NC2603 104093 Nicosia YENIDUZEN in Turkish 
23 Mar 93 p § 


[“Text” of statement by Ferdi Sabit Soyer, secretary 
general of the Republican Turkish Party, RTP, issued in 
Nicosia, dated 22 March] 


[Text] MILLIYET today claimed that Omer Kalyoncu, 
Republican Turkish Party [RTP] secretary for party 
organization, received training on “security” from the 
KGB and that RTP leader Ozker Ozgur addressed a 
“coded message” to the CPSU asking for Kalyoncu’s 
training be approved. 


The claim is completely unfounded. 


The fact that a large number of Turkish Cypriots, 
including RTP members, visited the Soviet Union and 
other socialist countries to study the soviet system, 
developments in the Soviet Union, and other issues in 
the past is common knowledge. These relations have 
been used for good purposes from time to time. The 
public was aware of the visits. And it was also aware that 
several youths got their education in Soviet universities 
on scholarships the RTP provided as a result of its 
relations with that country. 


None of this has been concealed by our party. However, 
none of our party members has received training on “secu- 
rity” in the Soviet Union. We have no information on 
whether or not the CPSU sought the approval of AKEL 
[Restorative Party of the Working People] to have relations 
with the RTP. In fact. that matier does not concern us. Even 
if relations among the communist parties in the world 
indicate that such approval may have been sought, it t 
obvious that our party would not have been consulted 
because it was the side to be approved. 


The RTP has always defended its independence against 
each and every party and movement. We have estab- 
lished relations in various ways with progressive par- 
ties—that was, and still is, our policy. Turkish public 
opinion is well-aware of this state of affairs. 


Obviously, MILLIYET's report is exaggerated and 
designed to hurt the RTP’s credibility. This is clearly 
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confirmed by the fact that the allegation were made in 
the absence of any documentation that Ozker Ozgur 
addressed a “coded message to the CPSU,” and the 
effort to create the impression that Ozker Ozgur. who is 
a renowned politician in the Turkish Cypriot commu- 
nity, was trained by the KGB by publishing Ozker 
Ozgur's photograph next to the headline: “The Turkish 
Politician Trained by the KGB.” 


Not a single RTP document was published in MIL- 
LIYET. The clips that were published, which were 
described as documents, were actually CPSU messages. 
The way the CPSU officials assessed the developments 
and considered their relations with our party is not 
binding on us. Our party has always been careful to 
maintain its relations on the basis of equality and 
through the Soviet embassy in Nicosia. 


The situation was explained to MILLIYET correspon- 
dent Nur Batur, who visited North Cyprus some time 
ago. In view of this, the false and exaggerated report 
indicates that a “slandering campaign” 1s underway. 


Nur Batur distorted the statement she got from Ozker 
Ozgur. She failed to publish the correction that was 
conveyed to her on 5 March 1993 and the fact that the 
correction was distributed to the press this morning ts a 
meaningful coincidence. 


A decision has been made to launch the necessary legal 
initiatives [in Cyprus], and further legal action will be 
taken in north Cyprus and Turkey if the legal initiatives 
fail to yield a result. 


Everyone is aware of the conditions under which the 
RTP was established. Everyone is also aware of the 
RTP’s objectives and the difficulties it has had to deal 
with until now. This is not the first time that we have 
been confronted with a campaign to slander our party, 
which has waged a self-sacrificing struggle fer many 
years to establish peace in Cyprus and a democratic 
atmosphere for the Turkish Cypriot community. This 
slandering campaign will not be the first nor the last. But 
these slandering campaigns have failed to prevent the 
strengthening of our party and obstruct the influence of 
the Turkish Cypriot community in the world. Our party 
will survive the defamatory campaign and maintain the 
struggle it wages for our people's happiness. 
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Foreign Minister on ‘Main Obstacle’ to Better 
Ties With Turkey 

NC2703172993 Nicosia CYPRUS NEWS AGENCY 
in English 1155 GMT 27 Mar 93 


[Text] Nicosia, Mar 27 (CNA)}—Greek Foreign Minister 
Mikhail Papakonstandinou blamed the UN “ineffective- 
ness” for the lack of progress towards a Cyprus settle- 
ment and the reluctance of the West to exert pressure on 
Turkey to work toward a solution. 


In an interview published in “THE EUROPEAN,” 
Friday [26 March], Papakonstandinou said the Cyprus 
problem was the main obstacle to improved Greek- 
Turkish relations. 


He explained the UN “ineffectiveness.” saying that 
“Turkey 1s in a geographical position which gives the 
impression to the West thai they are very much needed. 
In my opinion the Western nations have to influence 
Turkey to solve the Cyprus problem.” 


The Greek minister believed that the Wesi could exer 
pressure on Ankara. “Turkey spends 300 million dollars a 
year to maintain the occupying force on Cyprus,” he said. 


He defended his government's efforts to keep a dialogue 
open with Turkey, but asked whether he thought there 
were serious prospects for a good working relat onship. 
he said “sometimes yes, sometimes no.” 


“THE EUROPEAN” also published an interview with 
the leader of Turkey's small Democratic Left Party 
Bulent Ecevit, the Turkish prime minister during Tur- 
key’s 1974 invasion of Cyprus which resulted in the 
occupation of 37 per cent of the island's territory. 


Foreign Minister Urges Positive Reply to EC Plan 
on Skopje 


NC2903054593 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 0400 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Text] Foreign Minister Mikhail Papakonstandinou 
addressed the Chamber of Deputies shortly before mid- 
night following PASOK’s [Panhellenic Socialist Move- 
ment] motion for a vote of confidence against the 
government. Papakonstandinou said Greece must reply 
positively to the EC plan on Skopje, which has been 
submitted to the United Nations. If we do not reply, 
there 1s a danger that Skopje might be accepted imme- 
diately under the name Macedonia, he said. Papakon- 
Sstandinou said Greece's stand on the name issue is 
completely clear, that 1s, that the term Macedonia cannot 
be included in the state's name. We do not know <vhat 
the outcome of the procedure will be, he added, and our 
country will decide when the package of confidence- 
building measures is submitted. 
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Mitsotakis Cited on ND Parliamentary Group 
Meeting on Skopje 

NC2703135893 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1230 GMT 27 Mar 93 


[Statement by Prime Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis 
aftcr a New Democracy parliamentary group meeting on 
27 March in Athens—recorded] 


{Text} We had a very good and useful discussion at the 
parliamentary group. All the views were democratically 
expressed and we unanimously reached the decision to 
accept the UN proposal. I recalled yesterday's statement 
by Nikitas Kaklamanis that Skopje, which had divided 
the New Democracy [ND], today unites it. 


ND supports the government in this effort. Of course. no 
one can predict the result of the UN effort. Greece is 
starting from the well-known Greek positions on the 
name and on all the other specific confidence-building 
measures. | said that we may need to break the negotia- 
tions midway through. if we meet Skopje’s intransigence, 
or possibly we will reach a final result. It is obvious that 
if the final solution package is nationally satisfactory, it 
will take the form of an agreement at referendum [pre- 
vious two words in English]. In this case the agreement 
will be discussed by the parliamien’ary group first and 
then by the Chamber of Deputies to v* ratified. 


Mitsotakis Address to Parliament, Criticism of 
Papandreow Noted 


NC2803070593 Athens Elliniki Radhiotonia Radio 
Network in Greek 0400 GMT 28 Mar 93 


[Report on an address by Prime Minister Konstandinos 
Mitsotakis to the Chamber of Deputies on 27 March] 


[Text] Prime Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis referred 
to PASOK [Panhellenic Socialist Movement] Chairman 
Andreas Papandreou's refusal to participate in a polstical 
leaders’ conference chaired by the president. He said that 
dialogue is held even in belligerent Bosnia-Herzegovy ina. 
Mitsotakis said that a parliamentary debate cannot be as 
comprehensive as a political leaders’ conference. 


The prime minister accused Papandreou of saying one 
thing at the political leaders’ conference and another 
outside it. He added that at the last political leaders 
conference he had referred to the double-name issue and 
that early on he had referred to the possibility of Skopye's 
accession to the United Nations. If this happened, he 
said, Greece would not be able to defend itself. 


Mitsotakis mentioned the critical phase through which 
we have passed due to the U.S. elections and said that we 
have managed to prevent bad things from happening and 
avoid a dangerous situation. He added: The new US. 
President is more supportive of the Greek issues— 
Skopje and Cyprus—and | would like to thank him for 
his recent statement. 
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Referring to the arbitration, the prime minister said our 
country will benefit if the issue does not continue for too 
long. He added that the arbitration will not be manda- 
tory. He said that after the government receives the vote 
of confidence on Monday, the ministerial council will 
confer on Tuesday and formulate the Greek reply to the 
United Nations. Mitsotakis said we have nothing to gain 
if we respond negatively. 

Discussing Skopie, Mitsotakis said that if it falls apart it 
will cause problems for our country because Bulgaria or 
Albania will be enlarged. He added: We can live peace- 
fully with Skopje. 


The prime minister said there will be talks with Skopje 
under UN auspices. He said that in 1983, former 
PASOK Foreign Minister loannis Kharalambopoulos 
sent a letter to Greek ambassadors and accepted the term 
Slavomacedonia, while in 1986, Papandreou said Skopje 
had a right to use the term Macedonia in Yugoslavia. 


The prime minister said the government lives up to its 
responsibilities toward the country and added that the 
basic goal of the government is to secure stability in the 
area. He said: We will not lead the country into war. He 
said thai the government will present its work to the 
Greek people during the three-day parliamentary debate. 
Finally, he said he will ask the Chamber of Deputies to 
assist in clarifying those parts of the Constitution that 
need to be reviewed and reiterated that elections will be 
held in 1994 under the current election system. 


PASOK Tables No-Confidence Vote Against 
Government 


NC2703213093 Athens ERA Tessera Radio Network 
in Greek 1900 GMT 27 Mar 93 


[Text] A no-confidence vote against the government was 
tabled by PASOK [Panhellenic Socialist Movement] 
before the start of the debate on Skopje in the Chamber 
of Deputies. PASOK's proposal notes that the govern- 
ment’s policy is leading to the deterioration of the 
country’s situation and to unfavorable developments for 
national issues. 


Mitsotakis said that PASOK seeks, by all means, to foil the 
debate on the issue of Skopje, and agreed to begin the debate 
on PASOK's proposal today. This was acceptable according 
to chamber regulations. It was also possible for the chamber 
to adjourn and begin the debate two days later. The debate 
will last three days and will be completed at midnight 
Monday [29 March] with an open roll call vote. 


The first speaker, PASOK Chairman Andreas Papan- 
dreou, strongly criticized the government, especially on 
the issue of Skopje, saying that the issue had reached the 
chamber belatedly. We have been called, he said, for the 
postmortem of a policy that never had breath, vision, or 
sacrifice. With this government, he added, there is no 
way to repair the course that is being followed. 
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He explained that he did noi attend the conference of the 
political leaders because Mitsotakis says one thing and 
does another, creating confusion and alibis. He said 
PASOK'’s position on Skopje is that we do nol accept any 
derivatives of the term Macedonia. The government, 
and all who decide our fate and tolerate such decisions, 
have a huge responsibility. Papandreou said that the 
name Macedonia, which many claim is a secondary 
issue, is the heart of the problem. This name will create 
problems for our country’s integrity and the area within 
a decade, he added. He said Greece should be the first to 
raise the issue at the United Nations as a complaint 
against Skopje’s propaganda. The chairman of PASOK 
also sharply criticized the government's cconomuic 
policy, privatization, evaluations in the armed forces. 
and the entire spectrum of government policy. 


Then Tsokhatzopoulos, secretary general of the PASOK 
parliamentary group, then took the stand. Prime Min- 
ister Mitsotakis 1s now making his speech. 


Mitsotakis Says Results of No-Confidence Vote 
‘Expected’ 

NC3003065893 Athens Elliniki Radhiofoma Radio 
Network in Greck 0400 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Text] Following the end of the Chamber oy, Deputies 
session last night, Prime Minister Konstandinles Mitso- 
takis said that the results of the no-confidence vote were 
expected and that the government will continue its 
program united, powerful, and enjoying the Chamber of 
Deputies’ confidence. We will go into the clections [in 
1994], he added, at the end of the four-year term and we 
will win. 


Mitsotakis, Party Leaders Cited on Skopje Issue 


NC3003084693 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 0400 GMT 30 Mar 93 


[Excerpts] Prime Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakrs 
closed the three-day Chamber of Deputies debate by 
saying that the government managed to present an 
overali report. He accused the opposition of having no 
arguments. Discussing PASOK [Panhellenic Socialist 
Movement] Chairman Andreas Papandrcou’s refusal to 
participate in a party leaders mecting, the prime minister 
said it would be a shame for any country if their political 
parties do not talk. Mitsotakis said that contrary to the 
past, all party leaders today are bricfed on what 1s 
happening on national issues. He said that party delib- 
erations on foreign policy should be attempted in the 
future. The prime minister said the responsibility on the 
Skopje issue lies with the government, PASOK. and the 
Coalition of the Left. [passage omitted] 


Mitsotakis asked Papandreou what he would do if 
Greece replied negatively to the United Nations on the 
arbitration issue and said that if this were Greece's reply. 
developments for our country would be negative. The 
prime minister of Skopje, Mitsotakis added, was partic- 
ularly hardline during negotiations, even to the point of 
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mentioning the Socialists meeting in Athens, where there 
was no positive development. During his speech, Mitso- 
takis also criticized PASOK for the foreign policy it 
proposes and for statements issued at various times, 
including the Gulf War, and stressed that New Democ- 
racy is proud of its foreign policy. It has solved all 
problems, including normalizing Greek-U.S. relations, 
the NATO issue, accession in the Western European 
Union, etc. [passage omitted] 


PASOK Chairman Papandreou fiercely criticized the 
government's policy and called on the deputies to vote 
for PASOK’s no-confidence motion. He said that today’s 
vote could be a vote of responsibility or complicity. The 
choice is yours, he said. Papandreou also said that the 
government is a permanent threat to the national wealth, 
opposes the people, serves the oligarchy’s interests, and 
cannot handle the crisis it caused. Papandreou said the 
chamber discussion revealed that the Greek position 
against the Skopje use of the word Macedonia was not 
the prime minister's decision, In fact, he added, Mitso- 
takis never liked the policy but was forced to follow it 
due to pressure from the opposition. The prime minister 


GREECE 51 


himself, Papandreou said, was undermining and dis- 
arming our country’s efforts. [passage omitted] 


In her speech, Coalition of the Left Chairwoman Maria 
Dhamanaki said the government has the primary 
responsibility for the failure of the debate on the national 
issue. She said that the discussion should have taken 
place much earlier and that the official opposition 
{[PASOK] is also responsible for the direction of the 
discussion. Dhamanaki described the fact that the 
nations is going into elections with Skopje as the central 
issue as damaging. She said that the government has 
already began its election campaign by legalizing the 
illegal buildings [reference to a domestic policy debate 
on private buildings being constructed on public land]. 
Dhamanaki said the substance of the Skopje issue is 
safeguarded by the nonexistence of expansionist and 
unredeemable designs. She said that there is a danger 
that Skopje will be recognized with the simple name 
Macedonia in the UN procedure. Dhamanaki said the 
government is now solely responsible for handling the 
Skopje issue and criticized PASOK for not presenting a 
specific proposal on how to handle it. [passage omitted] 
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Demirel Says No Federation, Recognizes ‘Kurdish 
Reality’ 

NC2503172993 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 

23 Mar 93 p 12 


[Report by Fikret Bila: “Federation Cannot Be Estab- 
lished” 


{Text} Ankara—Prime Minister Suleyman Demirel has 
praised citizens for marking Nevruz peacefully. He said: 
“Our citizens’ common sense has saved Turkey. True. 
several minor cases of friction occurred, but that was 
normal.” 


Demirel asserted that Turkey ts a unitary state and said 
that debating the concept of federation would be wrong. 


Demirel assessed things for MILLIYET: “We should be 
happy with the situation. The world focused on Turkey. 
We urged citizens not to cause regrettable incidents that 
might be used against Turkey. We urged them to avoid 
bloodshed during the Nevruz festivities. Common sense 
prevailed and the Turkish citizens marked Nevruz jubi- 
lantly. | congratulate my citizens. They have safeguarded 
our country’s esteem. Turkey has proved that it has 
successfully adopted a free democracy.” 


MILLIYET put the following question to Demirel: 
“Workers Party of Kurdistan [PKK] leader Abdullah 
Ocalan has declared a cease-fire. It seems the PKK has 
complied with his decision. Can you assess the lack of 
bloodshed on Nevruz from that standpoint” Demirel! 
replied: “I don't wish to consider the issue from that 
position. We think our citizens showed common sense. If 
we consider what you said, we would conclude that 
certain elements cause the incidents.” 


MILLIYET asked Demirel to explain his approach to the 
PKK call for a federation immediately after it moved to 
declare a cease-fire and Ocalan’s claim in the al-Biga’ 
valley during Nevruz that he had received messages of 
flexibility from Ankara. Demirel replied: “Turkey is a 
unitary state; its flag carries a star and crescent. The 
country is an indivisible whole and its official language 1s 
Turkish. Our Constitution and our government program 
are based on these factors. It would be wrong to debate 
the concept of federation. It is impossible that he 
received a message from Ankara. Official contact is out 
of the question. It cannot take place. He cannot receive a 
message from responsible officials.” 


Asked whether political contact or talks might be con- 
sidered if there are no incidents and if there is tranquility 
in southeast Turkey, as claimed by the PKK, Demirel 
said: “The government is not a side to the conflict. There 
are no two sides. Terrorism is beyond the government's 
jurisdiction, because it concerns the state. It is out of the 
question for the government or state to agree to hold 
talks. As to the future, we want our citizens to keep 
displaying common sense. And we want peace and 
stability to be maintained.” 


TURKEY 
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Kurds Cannot Be Forced To Say They Are Turks 


MILLIYET recalled criticism that Demirel failed to act 
in line with a statement he made when he visited 
southeast Turkey that he recognized the Kurdish reality 
in the country. The paper drew the prime minister's 
attention to the criticism that no steps have been taken 
in the cultural field. Demirel asserted: “I said I recog- 
nized the Kurdish identity. I said that because | believe 
that our citizens who say they are Kurds cannot be 
described as Turks. | believe that pressure in that respect 
is wrong. Citizens who say they are Kurds are Kurds. 
Citizens who say they are Kurds enjoy equal rights with 
citizens who say they are Turks. The Kurds, too, are part 
of this state. They can be judges. prosecutors, generals. 
and parliamentarians. A Kurdish citizen can even be 
elected president. All Turkey's citizens are equal on that 
score. Only one state has existed on this land for 922 
years, since Alpaslan entered Asia Minor in 1071. Our 
citizens who live on this land are part of this state. That 
1s what we mean when we talk about our mosaic of 
democracy.” 


Sezgin Declares Nation, State United Against 
Terrorism 


742503193193 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 25 Mar 93 


[Excerpt] Interior Minister Ismet Sezgin has stated that 
terrorism will disappear completely from the country’s 
agenda due to the national agreement achieved by the 
coalescence of nation and state. Sezgin exchanged 
Bayram greetings with citizens in Tunceli. Malatya. 
Adiyaman, and Sanliurfa while conducting inspections 


According to information received by TRT [Turkish Radio 
and Television] correspondent Cavit Beyaztas. Sezgin 
Stated in his speeches that this was the first time since the 
national struggle started that agreement has been achieved 
on such a large scale, adding that this shows that terrorism 
will be unable to place itself on the couniry’s agenda again. 
Sezgin explained that the compassionate and decisive policy 
of the government has been effective in successfully fighting 
terrorism and added that the nation’s citizens are united 
with their state. 


Sezgin said that as a result of this oneness and unity the 
terrorist Organization received a strong blow in 1992 and 
stressed that as a result of the loss of sympathy and prestige 
the terror organization decided to set aside their arms. 


Sezgin once more called to the terrorists to surrender, 
and asked them to take refuge in Turkish justice and to 
become proud Turkish citizens 


Sezgin stated that the state exists for the security and 
happiness of its citizen, and pointed out the necessity of 
solving problems through democratic and legal norms 


Sezgin said that there are some forces who aim at 
dividing the country and establishing a new structure 
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outside the existing democratic structure, and added that 
the citizens are not influenced by these people, who 
themselves are in a blind alley. [passage omitted] 


Transportation Minister on Private TV, Radio 
Broadcasts 


TA2503200693 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 25 Mar 93 


[Excerpt] Transportation Minister Yasar Topcu has 
stated that private television and radio stations transmit- 
ting from within Turkey will be closed. Topcu said that 
it is not possible to stop Overseas transmissions at this 
moment because of an international agreement 
regarding overseas transmissions that Turkey has signed. 


Topcu, True Path Party deputy leader, issued this state- 
rnent during the Bayram visit of his party to the Repub- 
lican People’s Party. Topcu explained that the increasing 
number of private telev ‘sion and radio transmissions are 
disrupting communications in air and sea transportation 
and added that legal and constitutional regulations 
regarding private radio and television transmissions will 
be implemented. 


Topcu pointed out that the Court of Appeals decisions have 
been misrepresented to the public, and added that foreign 
transmission and broadcasting equipment may enter the 
country with a special permit. [passage omitted] 


PSK Leader Burkay Sees Kurds at ‘Turning Point’ 


NC 2603160593 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 
in English 23 Mar 93 pp 1, 11 


[Report on an “exclusive” telephone interview with 
Kemal Burkay, leader of the Kurdistan Socialist Party, 
PSK, in an unidentified “Middle East capital,” by Ismet 
G. Imset, in Ankara; date not given] 


[Text] The chairman of the Kurdistan Socialist Party 
(PSK), Kemal Burkay, said on Monday [22 March] that 
he believed that Workers Party of Kurdistan (PKK) 
leader Abdullah Ocalan was sincere in his appeal for 
peace and dialogue and would be able to control his 
organization, except for isolated groups. 


Burkay, in an exclusive telephone interview with the 
TDN [TURKISH DAILY NEWS], broke years of silence 
to announce that he was prepared to return to Turkey if 
bans on political activities were lifted and if he was 
reinstated as a Turkish citizen. 


On Saturday [20 March], the moderate Burkay, who has 
been calling for a peaceful Kurdish struggle for more 
than a decade, signed a protocol with Ocalan expressing 
the intention of both organizations to seck a peaceful 
solution to Turkey's Kurdish problem. 


More than 10,000 people, including civilians and PKK 
militants, have been killed in the nine-year-old armed 
campaign which the PKK launched 1n southeast Turkey. 
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“I believe Ocalan is in control of a major part of his 
organization. There are truly very big changes in Ocalan 
and I believe this will be reflected in his organization,” 
Burkay said, referring to a 25 day cease fire declared by 
the PKK leader and in effect since Saturday. 


“There may be a few exceptions but these are not important. 
Turkey should not see these as violations of the cease fire. 
There may be those on both sides who try to provoke a 
crisis. Everyone should be careful,” Burkay said. 


Contacted in a Middle East capital where he 1s staying 
for the time being, Burkay pointed out that despite the 
reference to a future “federative system” in Turkey, 
establishing peace and dialogue were the main items on 
the agenda. He said he would support steps to be taken 
by Ankara in lifting restrictions on the use of the Kurdish 
language and on renaming Kurdish villages, whose 
names were forcefully changed into Turkish. 


On Sunday night [21 March], Interior Minister Ismet 
Sezgin told the TDN that the government could even 
consider evaluating “broadcasts in foreign languages” 
while amending constitutional articles regulating the 
functions of private radio and television stations. “I find 
such steps very positive,” Burkay said. “In other words, 
we will support all positive sieps in this way. | believe 
Ocalar will also approach this issue in a positive way.” 
Asked by the TDN how sincere Ocalan was in his call for 
peace, Burkay said “I believe he is completely sincere in 
his proposals. A certain change in the Kurdish policy is 
also reflected in him. He is now supporting a peaceful 
solution formula which we raised long ago. And we see 
this as very positive.” 


Burkay said his party regarded the recent cease fire as an 
important step in opening the way for peace and dia- 
logue. He warned, however, that there could be those 
circles who wanted to provoke a crisis, as they did during 
Sunday's Nevruz celebrations, which passed 1n relative 
peace except for three incidents. 


“T think much depends on the attitude of the government. If 
the government wants to, it can open the way for peace. | 
believe the government has the chance to do this,”’ he said. 
Referring to the Kurdish approach to the peace process 
which appears to be underway, the PSK leader noted that “l 
think Ocalan 1s as sincere as we are in his wish for peace. We 
must make use of this 25 day period in the best possible 
way.” Burkay also said he had the impression “it is possible 
to extend the cease fire... [ellipsis as published] although the 
final decision is up to the PKK.” 


Asked by the TDN what the new PKK-PSK protocol 
would mean for the Turks, the Kurds and Ankara, in 
practice, Burkay said “in the long term we believe a 
solution (to the Kurdish issue) will be reached on the 
basis of equality in a democratic federation.” “A solu- 
tion 1s possible if it is based on equality. But there are 
steps which have to be taken urgently.” he said. 
According to Burkay these steps were described in nine 
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items of the protocol, which could be seen as an appeal to 
Turkey and to its Turkish and Kurdish peoples. “These 
steps have to be taken to open the way for peace and 
dialogue. We know this 1s not going to be easy. We know, 
in other words, that the opposite side will not come to us 
and say: Here 1s your federation. Because there are 
policies which have been in practice for years on the 
opposite side. To change the minds of people depends on 
a transition period,” he said. Burkay stressed that the 
first step to be taken was to open the way for dialogue 
and that he believed the protocol’s nine items were not 
demands which could not be met. 


Asked whether he intended to come back to Turkey to 
take his place on the political platform, Burkay said he 
did not think so, since he had been expelled from 
Turkish citizenship. “They were going to change it. They 
were going to reinstate our rights along with those of a 
group of people. They have not done this. Secondly, as 
we have suggested before, there have to be the conditions 
for a free legal struggle on the political platform. If this is 
not the case, | cannot return.” Referring to his demands, 
Burkay said he wanted Turkey to allow all banned 
political parties to freely operate in its territories and to 
create the conditions for a legal struggle. “This way, 
there will be the conditions to return and function 
legally.” he said. “Ankara has the means to do this. To 
allow all banned political parties to function freely.” 
Asked by the TDN how he could come to terms with 
PKK despite accusations of this organization in the past 
that he and his movement were “traitors” or “agents,” 
Burkay said he did not believe “these remarks of the past 
were sincere.” “They were made in an emotional way. 
They were not sincere,” Burkay said. 


“In the past period there were problems between some 
left and Kurdish patriot organizations and these prob- 
lems were somewhat artificially created by the condi- 
tions of those times,” he explained “But reality has 
forced us together for a mutual demand and to suggest 
solving the problem in similar ways... [ellipsis as pub- 
lished] Day by day, our mutual views are surfacing even 
further, as well as the imperative of establishing friendly 
relationships,” he said. “I believe these have been born 
out of the contemporary conditions, and there have been 
rapid changes, even for our part.” Burkay said the new 
era had started off on the initiative of Iraqi Kurdish 
leader Jalal Talabani and that the two parties were still at 
the beginning of the process. “But the initiative has 
served to improve our relationship (with the PKK),”’ he 
added. At the end of this interview (the first Burkay has 
offered to any journalist in many years) the PSK leader 
pointed out that he had an appeal to make to Turkish 
intellectuals and said they have to take a more active role 
in the new process 


“This is a historical turning point, one of turning back 
from mistakes,” he said, calling on all Turks to beware of 
provocation, to curb “the hardliners in the government 
and within the army,” and to explain to everyone the 
importance of this process. He said Turkish intellectuals 
such as Aviz Nesin, Yasar Kemal and Ilhan Selcuk had to 
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take such a role and get Turkey to accept the nine- article 
protocol as a message from their side. “The role of the 
intellectuals in this process 1s very important,” he said. 


Ocalan Interviewed on Cease-Fire Proposal 


NC2503183393 Istanbul GUNAYDIN in Turkish 
19 Mar 93 p 7 


[News conference by Abdullah Ocalan, leader of the 
Workers Party of Kurdistan, PKK, and Jalal Talabani, 
leader of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, with unidenti- 
fied correspondents, in Lebanon's al-Biga’ valley on 17 
March] 


[Text] [Correspondent] Some claim the Nevruz demon- 
Strations could trigger armed clashes. Is this why you 
called for the cease- fire” 


{Ocalan} Such claims are unfounded. As long as the 
Army does not attack us and we are not pushed into a 
situation of forced defense, we will not open fire on 
anything between 20 March and 15 April, we will not 
launch any attacks. We are irying to contribute to calls 
for peace by the international, Turkish, and Kurdish 
public. We are preparing ourselves for a possible solu- 
tion. Turkish authorities, on the other hand, are in 
limbo. They feel a new assessment ts needed. By doing 
this, we have fulfilled expectations. 


[Correspondent] Talabani's letter says you will “observe an 
unconditional cease-fire and will not break away from 
Turkey.” Are you only talking about the cease-fire period” 


{Ocalan} This must be seen as an expression of good will. 
It would never cross our mind to completely lay down 
our arms unilaterally. A comprehensive cease-fire will 
evolve concomitant with the talks. Unilateral disarma- 
ment would be worse than suicide. The important thing 
here 1s to stop the bloodshed, to see whether certain 
guarantees will be given to the Kurds, whether the 
democratic path 1s opening before the Kurds—here let 
me speak more openly—whether our national cxistence 
is accepted; and whether the democratic method will be 
adopted in tackling this issue. If definitive replies are 
given to these issues, we will maintain the cease-fire. 
Violence in siself is not a solution. We want the problems 
solved, and we are open to political solutions. 


[Correspondent] What do you think about the issues of 
territorial integrity and unity? 


[Ocalan] We are not upholding the idea of separation. 
This is not a mere matter of tactics. There are many 
reasons for this: The Turkish and Kurdish peoples have 
a fused political history. They have tangled relations that 
go back a thousand years. We will not favor separation in 
a freely reorganized new structure. To accuse us of 
separatism 1s to foment separatism. We want the Kurds 
to take part in the constitutional rearrangement. We 
want an authoritative approach to be shown on this 
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issue. We are seeking a counterpart, be that the presi- 
dent, government, or the army. 


[Correspondent] Which organization will represent you 
at these talks? 


[Ocalan] We should not dwell on this point. Each side 
determines its own position. The issue involves us and 
the Turkish Republic. If a more suitable mediator is 
required, it will not be difficult to agree on this. The 
important thing is the principle, if we agree on the 
principle, we can also find a mediator. We should not be 
resorting to tactics. 


[Correspondent] Is Syria involved in this? 
{Ocalan} Syria has nothing to do with it. 


[Correspondent] How are you going to explain this 
dramatic contradiction to your own people? You have 
said you wanted to “separate”; now, you are saying you 
could stay. 


[Ocalan] Our demand for independence does not mean 
we will forgo our rights. It is important not to adhere to 
narrow-minded nationalism. In our modern world, the 
basic problems of all peoples can be solved through free 
and equal unity. We have to uncover the reality. 


[Correspondent] Are you in control of your groups in 
Turkey? 


[Ocalan] We are in control of our groups in Turkey. | am 
saying this on the basis of my daily contacts. Precluding 
an extremely abnormal situation and severance of com- 
munication on a technical level, all will obey our deci- 
sion. We could control ourselves, but we are afraid of 
provocations. Contrary to your claim, there is no divi- 
sion within our organization. Cenul Bayik [a PKK 
commander] had an operation and is staying with me. 
No one in the PKK advocates division. That was not the 
case a few years ago, but it has changed; those advocating 
it were neutralized. In terms of obeying the command 
structure, we are even superior to Turkey. Our people 
will definitely obey the orders. 


{Correspondent} How do you think Turkey will respond? 
Are you asking for the end of the security operations as 
a condition? 


[Ocalan] We are not putting forward any conditions. We 
will defend ourselves if the security forces attack us. We 
are especially careful not to provide any pretext during 
the Nevruz. If, however, all these efforts come to 
naught.... [Ocalan changes thought] ...1 had only 5 pias- 
ters when | started this movement. Yet, I brought the 
Struggle to this stage with hard work. I want to recall 
Yalcin Kucuk’s comparison of me “to the ancient Greek 
heroes; heroes who despite their opposition to war were 
forced to wage war.” | hate war more than anyone else in 
the world. I have never held a gun in my hand. I have 
never carried out one single operation. | was forced to 
bring the war to this stage to attract attention to the 
Kurdish people's problem. Let us immediately give up 
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this war on the condition that our people can develop 
themselves freely and maintain their survival. 


[Correspondent] What will you do if Turkey does not 
want to become your counterpart? 


[Ocalan] If talking with me is the problem, | will get out 
of the way. There will be no problems once this people 
freely elects its representatives. The war is torture for 
me. If we solve the problem, you will be delivering me 
from torture. However, if this offer is reyected and they 
tell us to “come and surrender,” | will protect myself. 


[Talabani] (interjects at this point) We believe this ts a 
historic opportunity to end the bloodshed among 
brothers. This peace will also bring with it stability. 


[Correspondent] What are you expecting to happen now? 
Will the Turkish Government talk with you secretly, 
keeping it from the public? 


[Ocalan] There are no secret or concealed talks. It is 
obvious that certain truths are being concealed for polit- 
ical purposes. On the first day [reference to the day after 
Ocalan's cease-fire proposal appeared in the Turkish 
press}, Demirel said “let us wait.” He changed on the 
second day. Ozal's television talk was also brought to my 
attention. There is a contradiction between the two. | am 
not trying to bring out these differences to ruin their 
relation. It should be said, however, that Ozai is one of 
the reasons this problem emerged in the first place, and 
now he wants to solve it. He put his life on the line. 
However, I am not sure he has the strength and courage 
necessary to do it. Whereas, Demirel is highly self- 
contradictory and is not talking with his own free will 
despite the fact that he has been a government official for 
the last 30 years. On first coming to power, he said: “I 
recognize the Kurdish reality.’ Could he not add a few 
more encouraging words to this sentence” Yet, soon after 
his coming to power, major provocations were launched 
against the Kurdish people. Who gave the orders for 
this? If not Demirel, who? No government leader can 
formulate policy by himself. It must be disclosed who is 
afraid of whom. Will nothing be said on this issue? More 
than anything, this flaw in democracy is an insult to the 


Turkish people. 


[Correspondent] If not Turkey, who will consider you as 
a counterpart? Will the Kurdish deputies in parliament, 
or Talabani? 


[Talabani] (interjects at this point) A way to carry out 
this dialogue could be found. If Ocalan and the Turkish 
Government want me to act as a go-between, | will. 


{Ocalan} Both HEP [People’s Toil Party] and Mam 
[word meaning ‘uncle, a respectful form of address in 
Kurdish] Jalal (this is how he addresses Talabani) 
opened the way for certain processes. HEP’s power is 
limited, but it is trying to ease the relations between 
Ocalan and the Turkish Government. Even this was 
misunderstood, claims appeared that “Apo [Ocalan’s 
alias} was issuing orders to HEP.” HEP is not ready to 
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act as an interlocutor. In addition, our own circle finds 
HEP too narrowly based. Talabani is better for us. He 
might contribute to the development of a climate of 
understanding. Ozal has advanced a new proposition for 
new restructuring. This has already been given the name 
the second republic and is now under discussion. The 
new parties have gotten bogged down and are unable to 
generate new policies. 


[Correspondent] What is your assessment of Hizbullah? 


{Ocalan} In my opimon, Hizbullah is the MHP [Nationalist 
Action Party] based in Kurdistan. My guess that it is an 
Organization harboring the security forces 1s now being 
confirmed. It committed 1,500 murders in 1992. This tactic 
1S to prevent the people from approaching the PKK. 


[Correspondent] Will any incidents erupt if the security 
forces are provoked during the Nevruz celebrations? 


[Ocalan] We want Nevruz to be celebrated peacefully. 
We have national colors that we adore. People dress up 
in those colors. Must they be attacked simply because 
they wear these cloths? Must the people be strafed with 
bullets simply because they carry a few pictures and 
shout a few slogans’? People can be detained and jailed 
for merely doing this. Is death a just penalty for shouting 
slogans” We will not fire on any soldier. The government 
forces will shot those who do not listen to us. We will 
punish these people as well. 


[Correspondent] Why did you make the cease-fire call 
this year? Why did you say let us silence the guns for 25 
years’? Why did you not make the call last year? Did you 
receive a particular signal? 


[Ocalan] No, I received no particular signal, but | met 
Mam Jalal. International public opinion wants a polit- 
ical solution. The change in the U.S. presidency and the 
end of the deadline given to Turkey [here Ocalan is 
apparently referring to a hypothetical deadline} to solve 
these problems resulted in international opinion pres- 
suring them on this issue. We are on the verge of crossing 
the threshold into a bloody process. Many circles agree 
with this assessment. Diplomatic circles are also using 
pressure to prevent the emergence of this bloody process. 
This process 1s disturbing the economy and has damaged 
Turkey's progress. It does not help its democracy either. 
Acting upon this, we have responded to the expectations 
of international public opinion. To tell you the truth, | 
was not expecting this much interest. | have become the 
world press’ center of interest for the last few days. 


Ocalan’s Approach to Cease-Fire Assessed 


NC2603 170493 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 
24 Mar 93 p 20 


[Report by Saygi Ozturk: “Report to Demirel on 
Abdullah Ocalan”] 
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[Text] Security units have assessed what might happen 
following Workers Party of Kurdistan [PKK)} leader 
Abdullah Ocalan’s recent news conference in which he 
called for a “cease-fire” until 15 Apnl. Their assessment 
has been conveyed in a report to Prime Mbnisier 
Demirel. On possible PKK strategy. the report said the 
following: 


PKK May Be Divided 


PKK militants and military experts who have waged a 
struggle in rural areas for many years may object to the 
concept of political struggle and separaic into new 
groups Or organizations. 


Government in Exile 


The PKK could plan an uprising similar to the Pales- 
tinian “intifadah” and move to establish a “government 
in exile.” The PKK might get an opportunity to settle 
and carry out its political activities in northern Irag 


From Independence to Autonomy 


The PKK could decide to abandon its ultrmate obyectivc 
an independent Kurdistan. and move to realize its 
second (arget, recognizing “autonomy” for the Kurds. ft 
may try to establish an autonomous region in Turkey like 
that in northern Iraq. It could launch political initiatives 
through its representatives. 


Abdullah Ocalan's Intentions 


The report assessed Abdullah Ocalan’s intentions behind 
his move to abandon arms and adopt a political struggle 


Legality: Ocalan’s approach might aim to give his ter- 
rorist Organization a political identity to strengthen its 
chances of being accepted as a political organization 


Foreign Pressure 


Abdullah Ocalan wants .o score points on the world’s 
political platform by outlining his intention to wage a 
political struggle. He may have planned to use the 
pressure of foreign elements to persuade Turkey to agree 
that the PKK has status as a side to the conflict 


Why Has Talabani Appeared on the Scene? 


The report also explained why Abdullah Ocalan selected 
Jalal Talabani, leader of the Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan, to convey his cease-fire message to Turkey. It said 
“The cease-fire call being conveyed through Jalal Tala- 
bani—who is known to change his political views and 
behavior often—before Abdullah Ocalan made it public 
indicates that the opposite side wants to determine 
Turkey's plans. The conclusion is that Ocalan has 
adopted the approach to respond to any criticism of his 
political views.” 
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Member Says PKK ‘Cannot, ‘Will Not’ Lay Down 
Arms 

NC 2603190393 Istanbul SABAH in Turkish 24 Mar 93 
p 20 


“Text” of “exclusive” interview with unidentified 
Workers Party of Kurdistan, PKK, member code named 
Ozan by SABAH correspondent Benguc Ozerdem on 
Gabar Mountain in Turkey, date not given] 


[Text] [Ozerdem]| Many people do not trust Workers 
Party of Kurdistan [PKK] leader Abdullah Ocalan’s call 
for a cease-fire. Does your leader control the guerrillas on 
the mountains’ Does he have the strength to have his 
instructions heeded” 


{Ozan]} Our secretary 0s very lucky on this respect. Very 
few leaders are. His units are very loyal to him because 
few among the PKK’'s members are literate. They can be 
described as a group of guerrillas who know how to use 
arms and rjht but who do not know how to read and 
write. Many of them are like that. They have vested hope 
im Abdullah Ocalan for their political salvation. They 
belreve in horn and see him as their savior. They believe 
in him without feeling the need to understand what he 
says. This 1s why no one will abandon him. The grass 
roots support, who are armed, are behind him. They 
cannot be divided 
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I wish to give you a plain crample We planned to attack the 
training camp in Foca on Nevruz, 2! March. We prepared 
for the attack, but did not proceed once the PKK called for 
peace. That 1s a striking example of the extent of his control 
over the guernilas. Believe me. the attack was abandoned 
when fingers were already on tnggers. We halted the attack 
in view of Ocalan’s instructions 


We support the cease-fire: We want a response to the 
hand we have extended for peace. There will be blood- 
shed at the ent of the ccase-fire if nothing new happens 
We have received instructions on new operations. We 
will move to the cities and to all corners of Turkey 


{Ozerdem] Won't that kindle fratricide im the cities in 
which we have lived peacefully for many years” 


{Ozan} We are very caretul about that. The military units 
are our targets. We know that they. too, are our brothers. 
but there 1s nothing we can do 


[Ozerdem] Will you lay down your arms if Abdullah 
Ocalan tells you to” 


{Ozan} That wall never happen. It 1s out of the question, 
because Ocalan included a paragraph in the declaration 
on the PKK’s establishment. It reads as follows: You will 
never lay down your arms, even if I do 


in view of thes. the PKK cannot and will not lay down 
its arms 
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